
The ( U3A man’ is honoured for his work 
in spreading the word in the borough. 
(See page 6 for details). 
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YOUNG AND OLD REMEMBER THEM 



ABOVE: Bridgend’s Remembrance Sunday attracted the largest turnout ever, 
with all ages standing in a packed Dunraven Square to pay their respects. 
(SEE PAGE 18 FOR MORE PHOTOGRAPHS BY MANDY THOMAS) 


Citizens’ advice merger 
is now a ‘/art accompli ’ 


THE CITIZENS Advice Bureaux in 
Bridgend and Maesteg are set to merge. 

The move is at the behest of Bridgend County 
Borough Council (BCBC) which provides the lion’s 
share of funding for both organisations. 

However, allegations are being made that the 
borough is pushing it through “and to hell with the 
consequences.” _ 


REPORT by JAYNE ISAAC 


Johnsons the Goldsmiths 


Sparkling 
Touch... 




M 


Classic Jewellery 
and Fine Fragrances 

Suppliers and manufacturers of 
quality 18ct & 9ct Diamond Set Jewellery 

New Silver and Fashion Jewellery by: 


Chamilia Beads 

Fiorelli 

Bulatti 

Virtue Stacking 
Rings 


Cavendish French 
Tianguis Jackson 
Clogau 
White Ice 

Diamond Set Silver 


Free Gift Wrapping Service 
on all items purchased 

Join us on Saturday 20th November 
for a wine and cheese special event day 
to celebrate 10 years in Cowbridge. 
10% OFF MOST STOCK & FREE RAFFLE 
(offer excludes perfume) 

Tel. 01446 775033 
www.johnsonsthegoldsmiths.co.uk 
56 High Street, COWBRIDGE, CF71 7AH 


Maesteg Town Council is opposed to the merger 
and has delegated its representative to make its 
views known. 

The GEM understands that the boards of both 
bureaux have agreed to the merger, despite rum¬ 
blings of opposition. 

Maesteg Town Council received a letter from for¬ 
mer town councillor Bill Evans, who is vice chair¬ 
man of Maesteg CAB. 

The town council had asked the bureau for an 
update about what was happening. Coun Gareth 
Howells is the current chairman of CAB, but he was 
unable to be present at any discussions because of a 
need to declare an interest, and delegated Mr Evans, 
who is also a former borough councillor, to write in 
his place. 

In his letter, Mr Evans challenged the way in 
which the proposal that a merger be discussed was 
pushed through the Maesteg board by borough 
councillors. 

Mr Evans said that the whole issue of merger only 
came about a few years ago because a member of 
the Bridgend cabinet suggested it. 

He went on: “From this off-the-cuff statement, it 
has snowballed. Over the past 18 months, both 
bureaux have met on a number of occasions to con¬ 
sider a partnership working arrangement but it 
appears that the political leadership of Bridgend 
County Borough Council are unconvinced by this 
approach. 

“They want a merger of the two bureaux and to 
hell with the consequences.” 

Mr Evans said that at a meeting held in April this 
year, a letter was sent to the Maesteg trustee board 
from Allan Phillips, head of finance at BCBC. 

This stated that a merger was to be completed by 
March 31 next year, and that funding was dependent 
on a merger being pursued. 

Mr Evans said that at that meeting, a motion to 
discuss a merger was proposed by Coun Phil White 
and seconded by Coun Malcolm James - who are 
both borough councillors. 

Mr Evans said he abstained in the vote as he felt 
that the proposal was invalid as the proposer and 
seconder had a vested interest as BCBC councillors. 

“The proposal to merge was a county borough 
idea,” he added. 

Since then, three meetings have been held - the 
last in October. The result is that it has been agreed 
that Gareth Howells, together with the chair and 
treasurer of the Bridgend bureau, will be the found¬ 
ing directors of the new organisation to be known as 
the Bridgend County Borough CAB. 

The registered office is likely to be in the offices 
of Maesteg CAB. (CONTINUED ON PAGE 16) 


ELEVENTH HOUR DEAL PRESERVES STATUS QUO 

Peace reigns at Kenfig Hill 
Remembrance Day service 


AN eleventh hour agreement between 
church and council saved a village’s tradi¬ 
tional Remembrance Sunday service. 

A meeting last Friday afternoon between repre¬ 
sentatives of Pyle Community Council and the 
Church in Wales resulted in both sides agreeing to 
the form that the services in St Theodore’s Church 
and also at the war memorial in Kenfig Hill should 
take, JAYNE ISAAC reports. 

As a result, the service went off as usual, with a 
large crowd in attendance. 

Last week, a disagreement between the church 
and the council over the way in which the service 
should be conducted resulted in a split, with the 
church deciding to hold its own two-minute silence 
at St Theodore’s, while the council and Royal British 
Legion planned their own ceremony at the war 
memorial. 

But the last-minute agreement, which was itself 
an echo of the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of 
the eleventh month armistice signed to end the First 
World War, saw Canon Richard Hanford conduct 
both ceremonies. 

The service at the church ended in good time for 
the parade down to the war memorial, where Canon 
Hanford then led the formalities, which included the 
Last Post, the two-minute silence, Reveille and the 
laying of wreaths. 

As a result of the confusion caused by the earlier 


Funeral 
of tragic 
Rebecca (15) 

THE funeral of Rebecca Aylward, the 15- 
year-old Maesteg schoolgirl who was 
found dead in woods just outside Sarn, 
was taking place today (Thursday) 

The funeral was scheduled for 11.30am at Our 
Lady and Saint Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church, 
Monica Street, Maesteg. 

Rebecca’s body was found in a wooded area just 
outside Aberkenfig at around 9am on Sunday, 
October 24. 

A 16-year-old boy was later arrested and charged 
with her murder. 

Her grieving family, through a police liaison offi¬ 
cer, issued a number of family snapshots of Rebecca. 

Rebecca’s family have requested a private funeral 
for family and friends only, and hope their request 
for privacy will be respected. 

Please turn to page 16 for more family pictures. 



ABO VE: Rebecca’s first 
Holy Communion (aged eight years). 


disagreement, many groups did not attend St 
Theodore’s and there was a depleted parade from the 
church, with only the Air Training Corps taking part. 

Following the service, all sections of the commu¬ 
nity, including representatives of both church and 
council, attended a lunch at the Talbot Community 
Centre, and this was arranged by co-ordinator Cheryl 
Butcher and cooked by resident chef Gina Hooper. 

The atmosphere here was pleasant and relaxed 
and everyone enjoyed the event. 

The new parish priest is to be Fr Jonathan Durley 
whose induction takes place on November 23 and 
hopes are high that harmony will have been restored 
in the village by then. 

A spokesman for the church said that a mutually- 
agreed solution had been reached and Canon 
Hanford had led a dignified and united service of 
remembrance at both the church and war memorial 
for the whole community. 

Coun Luke Ellis, spokesman for Pyle Community 
Council, said that a way forward had been found 
which cleared up any misunderstandings and Sunday 
morning’s dignified Remembrance Day parade went 
ahead in the same format as has been the case for so 
many years. 

The council has thanked all those who took part in 
the ceremony. He added that despite stories about 
rows or rifts, the service had dispelled any hints that 
the community was divided. 

Coun Ellis said: “The young and not so young 
stood solidly together to remember both those serv¬ 
ing in our forces at this time and to pay silent and 
sincere tribute to those who paid the ultimate price 
for us to enjoy the freedoms that are afforded to us in 
our country.” 

(See page 17 for photographs of the ceremony). 


PARTY SEASON 

at Bridgend’s BIG Venue... 
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RAFTERS BAR SOLD 

Thursday 2nd/9th/lfill i Deeember 
Sunday 19th December OUT 
Christmas ‘Drag Queen’ 

Party Nights... 

Miss Leslie Lush 






Includes Luxury Buffet 
tickets just £10 pp, from 7.30 pm 

New Year’s Eve in 

RAFTERS BAR 

TV Personality, comedian 

MIKE DOYLE 

“The All Round Entertainer” 

Plus Disco & Luxury Buffet 
just £30 per person - Doors Open 7.30pm 
New Year’s Eve 
in the SPORTS BAR 
Bridge FM DJ Lee Jukes 
Free entry and optional fancy dress 

Christmas Lunch/Dinner in the BISTRO 

throughout December £14.95 (3 courses) 
Lunches Tues - Sat 12 noon - 3pm; 
Evenings Thurs - Sat 6 pm - 9.30pm. 

^0 Booking essential. 

Free Entertainment throughout December 
in the SPORTS BAR 

Friday Night - Disco & Karaoke 
Saturday Night - Live Artist 

To book call Bridgend 83 82 81 


Sunday Night is Singles Night 

(over 30’s) an extremely Popular Night 

For details go to: 

www.breweryfield.co.uk 
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LOCAL INFORMATION 

MADELEINE MOON MP for Bridgend 
Constituency office - 47 Nolton Street, Bridgend. 
Telephone 01656 750002. 

HUW IRRANCA-DAVIES MP for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 737777 
JANICE GREGORY AM for Ogmore 
Constituency Office 01656 860034 
CARWYN JONES AM for Bridgend 
Constituency office 01656 664320 
BRIDGEND CAB Citizens’Advice Bureau, 26 
Dunraven Place, Bridgend 01656 654951 
MAESTEG CAB Citizens’ Advice Bureau 
01656 734662 

CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111 
(Emergency number 999) 

COASTGUARD 01792 366534 

GAS (escapes and emergency) 0800 111999 

ELECTRICITY (power cuts) 0800 0520400 

WATER SUPPLY (emergency) 0800 0520130 

HELPLINES 

Alcohol and drugs: 

DASH 01656 650686 

SSAFA - Forces Help for serving and ex-service 
men, women and families in need 01656 785435 
SAMARITANS (emotional support) 01656 662333 
MENTAL DISTRESS 

(Mental Health Matters) 01656 767045 

CHILDLINE 0800 1111 

NSPCC 0800 800500 

RSPCA 0300 123 0744 

WOMEN’S AID 01656 766139 

Bridgend Carers’ Centre 01656 658479 

Alzheimer’s Society (Bridgend) 01656 651490 

BRIDGEND COUNTY BOROUGH 

COUNCIL 

Housing service 

(General inquiries) 01656 643643; 

HIGHWAYS (drains, blockages etc) 01656 643643 

(outside normal working hours) 07831 143600 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

(general enquiries) 01656 642200 

(outside normal working hours) 01443 204010 

VOLUNTARY WORK Bridgend Association of 

Voluntary Organisations (BAYO) 01656 810400 


GEM 

One-Liners 

AREYOU OFTEN IRRITATED 
ABOUT SOMETHING 
YOU’VE SEEN OR READ? 

You think about writing The GEM a 
letter to make your feelings known - 
but somehow never get around to it - 
or just do not seem to have time! 

Well, now we’re making it easier for you to 
air your views, good or bad! 

Simply send us your‘one-liner’ to 

gemoneliner 
@tindlenews.co.uk 

Here are some examples: 

“Good to see the pot holes being dealt 
with in Cowbridge - A Williams " 

“We have a wonderful new 
comprehensive school in Cowbridge, but 
no swimming pool - ridiculous! F Jones " 

“Has anyone reported the fly-tipping 
yet in Llantwit Major? W Thomas” 

You get the idea. With the cuts in the 
public sector announced, it’s likely that 
there will be many local issues to highlight. 

But remember, we’re looking for 
both the positive and negative! 

The Editor 


THE EVER-CHANGING 
FACE OF REST BAY! 



ABOVE: Recently, Rest Bay was the scene for a protest about planned cut-backs in the air-sea 
rescue service. After the speeches had been made and the protestors had left, Porthcawl provided 
one of its many and varied sunsets for our photographer KEITH E MORGAN. 


Local pupils tackle the 
‘cyber bully’ with a DVD 


PUPILS at Ogmore Comprehensive 
School have tackled the growing prob¬ 
lem of online bullying by creating a 
DVD, entitled ‘Cyber Bully’, with the 
help of their in-school peer support serv¬ 
ice and local arts group, Valley and Vale 
Community Arts. 

The film and accompanying booklet, have been 
shown to pupils throughout Wales, teaching them 
how to stay safe in chatrooms and how to respond 
if a bully targets them by text or through social net¬ 
working sites. 

A spokeswoman said that the success of their 
initiative is being highlighted by the Welsh 
Assembly Government as part of Anti-Bullying 
Week, which aims to help young people across 
Wales recognise and combat bullying and to sup¬ 
port those who are being bullied. 

Kristen Obradovic (17) from Bryncethin, was 
one of the pupils who worked on the ‘Cyber Bully’ 
DVD. 

As well as raising awareness of bullying, Kristen 
says she and her friends learned important skills in 
how to make a film, such as operating camera 


Airport drop-off/ 
pick-up ‘shambles’ 

I HAD to drop my 
son at Cardiff 
Airport on Friday 
night and knew about 
the £1 drop-off (rip- 
off) fee as I have 
dropped people off 
before. 

It took 20 seconds 
for my son to exit my 
car with his bag. I then 
drove to the payment 
machine to pay £1 for 
the privilege of stop¬ 
ping for 20 seconds. 

I had only put on a 
light jacket as I know 
the set-up at the air¬ 
port and knew I could 
park feet from the pay¬ 
ment machine. 

The machine was 
‘out of order’, so I then 


had to walk over to 
customer services in 
the Arrivals area to 
pay the £1 fee. 

It was raining so I 
got soaked. When I 
went to the customer 
service counter, there 
were five people stand¬ 
ing around doing noth¬ 
ing, three wearing NCP 
all-weather coats. 

Why couldn’t one of 
them stand by the bro¬ 
ken machine and col¬ 
lect the £1? In all, it 
took me 20 seconds to 
drop off and seven 
minutes (approximate¬ 
ly) plus a soaking. 

‘Priority’ drop-off it 
is not. It is a shambles. 
(Name and address 
supplied) 


equipment, acting and directing. 

“I was part of a group of 10 pupils of different 
ages who worked on the film. Valley and Vale 
Community Arts provided us with equipment and 
showed us how to act, direct and how to write the 
script. The film is only 10 minutes long but it took 
us about four months to make,” she explained. 

“We felt that cyberbullying was an issue that 
was not being tackled directly. Everyone knows 
about bullying, but what happens when a child 
goes home and uses technology? 

“We wanted to make the DVD to get the mes¬ 
sage across that bullying is not just one thing that 
happens in school. Through social networking sites 
such as Bebo, Facebook and MSN, bullies can keep 
taunting their victims at home. 

“Latest figures indicate that around 30 per cent 
of 10-12 year olds had been bullied in some way 
over a sample two month period; and 15 per cent of 
14-15 year olds say they have been bullied over 
the same period. 

“Despite this, there is some evidence the level of 
bullying has declined in Wales since 2005/06 
which may in part be due to some of the pro¬ 
grammes that run within schools and are encour¬ 
aged by the Welsh Assembly Government. “ 

Kristen now plans to take what she has learned 
from her school’s anti-bullying campaign and con¬ 
tinue to help others when she leaves school: “I 
enjoyed making the film about bullying because 
I’ve always had a passion for helping people. I’m 
applying for university courses at the moment and 
would like to become an educational psychologist 
so I can continue to help pupils with their prob¬ 
lems.” 

“We had been doing lots of workshops about 
bullying at my school, talking about all the emo¬ 
tions involved in bullying, like anger. I’m involved 
in peer support and I think it’s important to see 
both sides of the argument because bullies often 
have problems too. 

“In our film we showed how the victim feels and 
also why the bully lashes out at others. We showed 
the bully’s home life, which wasn’t very stable, and 
showed how that can influence their actions and 
stimulate them to bully others. Then we showed the 
bully with their victim at the end of the film, when 
they understood what each other was feeling,” 
Kristen added. 

Education Minister Leighton Andrews praised 
the Bridgend youngsters’ project and said: “Any 
form of bullying is unacceptable, and we have to 
learn to deal with it effectively to avoid the poten¬ 
tial long-term damage it can have on some young 
people.” 


The Ogmore AM 
checks out a 
shopworker’s lot 
s - 



Janice Gregory AM put herself in the shoes 
of shopworkers, whilst attending an USD AW 
event at the National Assembly, and got behind 
a checkout with USD AW representative Ann 
Egan from Maesteg to experience the difficult 
situations their members face every day. 


JANE GREGORY 
AM for Ogmore, 
has backed 
USDAW the shop- 
workers’ trade 
union, in its call for 
respect for retail 
workers, after they 
released prelimi¬ 
nary survey results 
showing that more 
than one million 
shopworkers were 
assaulted, threat¬ 
ened or verbally 
abused in the last 
12 months. 

The survey shows 
that in the past year, 6 
per cent of shopworkers 
were subjected to vio¬ 
lent attack, 37 per cent 
were threatened with 
harm and a massive 70 
per cent had suffered 
verbal abuse. While 
reported incidents of 
assault are slightly 
down, incidents of 
threats and abuse have 
increased since last year. 

Also revealed in the 
survey is that around 50 
per cent of incidents of 
abuse were as a result of 
checking before selling 
age-restricted products, 
like alcohol, cigarettes, 


aerosols, etc. 

Janice said: 
“Shopworkers deserve 
respect and they have 
my full support. We 
must do more to help 
them do their job safely. 

“I would like to see a 
high profile publicity 
campaign in support of 
‘no id - no sale’ and 
ensuring that young 
people are aware that it 
is an offence to attempt 
to buy alcohol if you are 
under 18. 

“That is why I was 
delighted to join 
USDAW representative 
Ann and other activists 
in making sure that the 
voices of shopworkers 
are heard.” 


<EfmiL US: 

0 WE welcome 
your views and 
other items. 
Please send 
them to: 
gemeditorial@ 
tindlenews. co. uk 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL NOVEMBER 25) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are those in 
Porthcawl. It should be remembered that along the 
coast, high tide times will vary. For instance, in Barry, 


the high point will be 20 - 

25 minutes later. 

DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

18 Thur 

03.49 

8.3 

16.07 

8.7 

19 Fri 

04.33 

8.7 

16.51 

8.9 

20 Sat 

05.10 

9.1 

17.27 

9.2 

21 Sun 

05.48 

9.3 

18.08 

9.4 

22 Mon 

06.20 

9.5 

18.41 

9.6 

23 Tues 

07.01 

9.7 

19.20 

9.6 

24 Wed 

07.39 

9.7 

20.04 

9.5 

25 Thur 

08.21 

9.5 

20.44 

9.3 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


- A family owned newspaper covering Penarth to Porthcawl! 


“ We hope you 
enjoy your GEM” 

CAROLINE 

ATTYA 

General Manager 
& Editorial Director 

CLARE GORE 

Assistant to 
General Manager 


“We aim to use 
all local news 
items submitted” 

Please email us at: 

gemeditorial@ 
tindlen ews.co.uk 

DON JOHN 

Editorial Manager 




Professional 
advertising staff are 
highly experienced in 
planning advertising 
campaigns. 
Please 

email your enquiry to 
gemsales@ 

. tindlenews.co.uk ^ 


Enquiries concerning A 

payment of accounts 
may be discussed with 
our Accounts Manager 

MARGARET 
VANDERWARKER 
on 01446 774484 
or e-mail 
gemaccounts@ 
tindlenews.co.uk j 

——--—m 


VISIT OUR 
WEBSITES: 

cowbridge- 

today.co.uk 

barry-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major- 

today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 


For all enquiries 
concerning the 
distribution of 
this newspaper, 
please telephone 
01446 774484 


All advertisements 
are accepted under 
our conditions of 
acceptance. 

A copy of this is 
on display at our 
Cowbridge office, 
or will be sent out 
upon request 


Write to us at: 

Glamorgan GEM, 

Graig House, 

53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, 

CF71 7EL 

Tel: 01446 774484 
or email us at: 

ggem @ tindlenews.co.uk 


Published by: Glamorgan GEM Limited, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF71 7EL and printed by North Wales Newspapers. 
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A care worker 
accused of 
cheating friend 
denies charge 


A CARE worker 
who is accused of 
cheating a friend of 
£50,000 life savings, 
has told Cardiff 
Crown Court that 
when she dealt with 
the woman’s finan¬ 
cial matters, she 
had at no time 
acted dishonestly. 

Diana Thomas (63) of 
Bridgend said that her 
friend Mair Harris, a 
retired schoolmistress 
and a widow, had been 
“wonderful” to her and 
her family. 

Thomas said that she 
represented the family 
that Mrs Harris never 
had. 

Thomas denies eight 
charges of fraud and one 
of theft. 

Prosecutor 
Christopher Rees claims 
that Thomas plundered 
her bank accounts in a 
“despicable breach of 
trust”, wrote cheques, 
withdrew £300 a day 
and cashed in savings 
and investments after 
illegally giving herself 
power of attorney over 
Mrs Harris’ finances. 

In 1999, said Mr 
Rees, Mrs Harris signed 
documents agreeing that 
if she became mentally 
incapable, Thomas 
would have full control 
over her affairs. 

But he alleged that 
while still of sound 
mind, Mrs Harris dis¬ 
covered that Thomas, 


by AJ 
SICLUNA 


behind her back, had 
gone to the Court of 
Protection and been 
granted power of attor¬ 
ney. 

He claimed that dur¬ 
ing a nine-month period, 
Thomas made 53 visits 
to cashpoints taking out 
the maximum of £300 
each time, making a total 
of £15,900. 

Thomas was arrested 
last November after 
making a failed attempt 
to cash in a Scottish 
Widows investment for 
£12,500. It was stopped 
by solicitors for the pen¬ 
sioner and the power of 
attorney was revoked. 

Thomas told the jury 
that for some years she 
and her husband had 
worked in London car¬ 
ing for elderly residents 
at a flats complex. 

Mrs Harris, she said, 
had always been kind to 
her and for nine years 
took her and her hus¬ 
band to Llangollen, pay¬ 
ing for the hotel and 
breakfast. 

Mrs Harris was also 
generous towards others, 
including various chari¬ 
ties, the church and indi¬ 
viduals. 

Mrs Harris, she said, 
had paid university fees 
for one of her children. 

“We used to treat her 
like a grandmother.” said 
Thomas. 

She said that when 


her daughter in law died 
in Vancouver in 2007, 
she provided her and her 
husband with £4,000 to 
fly to the city. 

She said that in 1999, 
Mrs Harris gave her 
power of attorney 
because she believed 
that one day she might 
not be able to handle her 
financial affairs. 

“I never thought in 
my heart we would have 
to use the power of attor¬ 
ney.” she said. 

But Mrs Harris was 
diagnosed with 

Parkinsons disease and 
began to deteriorate, suf¬ 
fering confusion and 
hallucinations. 

She said she became 
disturbed about her 
finances, asked her to 
sort them out and 
assume the power of 
attorney, which she did. 

Said Thomas: “She 
was not mentally ill, but 
she was incapable of 
coping.” 

She denied ever copy¬ 
ing Mrs Harris’ signature 
on cheques and said that 
throughout her dealings 
with her financial mat¬ 
ters, she in no way acted 
dishonestly. 

The case is 
proceeding.... 


YMCA 
wins 
share of 
£2.7m 
grant 

THE Young Men’s 
Christian 
Association 
(YMCA) in 
Porthcawl is one of 
12 community proj¬ 
ects in Wales to 
share £2.7 million 
funding under the 
Welsh Assembly 
Government’s com¬ 
munity facilities 
and activities pro¬ 
gramme (CFAP). 

A total of £300,000 
has been awarded to the 
YMCA to demolish its 
current facility and 
establish a new building 
with improved disabled 
access. 

Social Justice and 
Local Government 
Minister, Carl Sargeant 
said: “The community 
facilities and activities 
programme continues to 
make a real, tangible dif¬ 
ference to community 
and voluntary groups 
across Wales. 

“CFAP funding has a 
beneficial impact upon 
the day to day lives of 
local people. The pro¬ 
gramme enables commu¬ 
nity and voluntary 
organisations to provide 
facilities and services 
that give local people the 
chance to get together 
and try new activities.” 


St Clare’s pupils 
join stars for red 
carpet experience! 


P&K Links 
team in line 
for double 



ABOVE: George Nee son and Jack Williams 


IT has been yet 
another excellent 
year for the Pyle 
and Kenfig Links 
team. 

The side, made up of 
players from five to nine 
handicap, only lost one 
match out of 10 played 
and won the league by 
six and a half points. 

The team also won 
through to the Cup final, 
where they are due to 
meet Neath Golf Club. 

However, because of 
the darker evenings, it 
has proved impossible to 
play the match this year. 

The game will now 
take place early next year 
and, hopefully, the Links 
team will achieve the 


league and cup double. 

The year also saw a 
large influx of new mem¬ 
bers as a result of the 
Club’s membership 
drive. 

Two of these new 
members (Derek 

Edwards and Scott 
Griffiths) formed a for¬ 
midable partnership 
within the Links Team. 

Pyle and Kenfig has 
introduced new grades of 
membership to encour¬ 
age would-be golfers. 

View the website, or 
contact the club regard¬ 
ing these offers, on 
01656 783093 or 

www.pandkgolfclub. co. u 
k 


Two St Clare’s prep 
school pupils had a 
taste of the 
Hollywood lifestyle 
recently when they 
attended a presti¬ 
gious film awards 
ceremony in 

Porthcawl’s Grand 
Pavilion. 

The awards event cele¬ 
brated the success of 
Roger Burnell and his 
team of film makers from 
‘It’s My Shout 
Productions’ who pro¬ 
duced 6 short films for 
the BBC this summer. 

The films are to be 
broadcast on BBC2 this 
month. 

George Neeson (Year 


5) and Jack Williams 
(Year 4) both appeared in 
the short film Junior and 
George was also an extra 
in a further film First the 
Worst. 

Both ‘Junior’ and ‘First 
the Worst’ gained awards 
at the event, which was 
attended by celebrities, 
actors, business people 
and politicians, including 
the First Minister 
Carwyn Jones AM. 

The headmaster of St 
Clare’s, John Aguilar, 
commented, “Well done 
to George and Jack for 
getting involved in such 
an interesting and 
rewarding project. I look 
forward to watching 
them on BBC2 very 
soon!” 


J McKee 



ABOVE... And now for 
the Cup final! 



The Bridgend MP has a 
surprise for youth centre 


BRIDGEND MP Madeleine 
Moon visited KPC Youth 
Centre to meet project manag¬ 
er Alison Mawby last week. 

On a dark, wet day, the centre 
was alive with youngsters at 
9am having enjoyed a cooked 
breakfast. After starting the 
judging of their Christmas card, 
she surprised Alison with a 
donation of £75 for the centre, 
money earned by the MP while 


completing opinion poll ques¬ 
tionnaires. 

Mrs Moon commented: 
“KPC Youth has just celebrated 
its 10th anniversary and is still 
going strong. All youngsters are 
welcome here where it is safe 
and warm and keeps them off 
the streets. 

“KPC provides a wide range 
of sports and other activities for 
youngsters in the day and 
evenings and has become a 


much valued centre in the area.” 

Alison gave the MP an update 
on what was happening at the 
centre and said that thanks to a 
recent grant, it is being 
revamped with new seating and 
a makeover. 

After chatting to pupils about 
her role, the MP suggested that 
they hold a debate on a subject 
of their choice - and she was 
invited back to take part in the 
New Year. 


NEWS FROM BRIDGEND MALE CHOIR 


BBC’s Huw Edwards comes home 
- to compere a golden occasion! 


IN November 1960, 
Bridgend Male 
Choir (formerly the 
Glamorgan Police 
Male Voice Party 
‘C’ Division) gave 
its first ever public 
performance at 
Tabernacle 
Church, 
Pontycymer. 

With 140 mixed voic¬ 
es from the Tabernacle 
Augmented Choir and a 
selection from the 
Glamorgan Youth 
Orchestra also on the 
bill, the chapel was 
packed and the concert 


was repeated the follow¬ 
ing evening! 

It’s been a long wait, 
but Bridgend Male 
Choir returns to the 
venue for a 7pm re¬ 
enactment gala concert 
on Friday, November 26 
when (hopefully) the 
residents of the Garw 
Valley will again turn 
out in their droves. 

The choir will feature 
music brought to choris¬ 
ters by its musical direc¬ 
tors and late brothers, 
Aldwyn and Gwynfor 
Humphries, as well as 
the current MD, John 
Jenkins. 

The choir was con- 


MYNYDD CYNFFIG WI 

President hard 
act to follow... 


T HE annual 
general meet¬ 
ing of 

Mynydd Cynffig 
WI was held on 
November 9 in the 
vestry of Pisgah 
Chapel, when the 
president, secretary 
and treasurer pre¬ 
sented reports. 

President Enid Rymer 
was pleased to announce 
that the membership had 
increased in the past 
year and that the branch 
was a happy and suc¬ 
cessful group. She 
thanked members and 
committee for their sup¬ 
port and announced the 
arrangements for the 
forthcoming Christmas 
party on December 14. 

Unfortunately, due to 
personal commitments, 
Mrs Rymer had to 
resign as president; she 


had been in office for 
four years. 

The newly elected 
president, Marjorie 
Goode, presented a bou¬ 
quet to her on behalf of 
the members and 
thanked her for her ded¬ 
ication to the branch, 
saying that she would be 
a hard act to follow. 

Again this year, 
members have support¬ 
ed the organisation 
called ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’ by fill¬ 
ing shoe boxes with 
presents for children in 
need abroad. The boxes 
will be collected from 
Pisgah Chapel and dis¬ 
tributed worldwide. 

New members are 
always welcome to join 
our friendly group. 
Please contact secretary, 
Maureen Crew, on 
01656 749070. 

MG 


ducted at the inaugural 
concert by Alun John, 
who had also organised 
it and will be in the audi¬ 
ence this time. An excit¬ 
ing selection of items 
will be included. 
Accompanying the 
Bridgend Male Choir 
will be its regular team 
of Laura Smith (piano) 
and Scott Williams 
(organ). 

Also appearing are 
Meirion Davies (trum¬ 
pet) and the separate 
Pontycymer school 
choirs of Y sgol 
Gymraeg Cwm Garw 
and Ffaldau Primary. 

Current Musical 
Director, John Jenkins, 
was the trumpet player 
at the 1960 concert and 
Meirion will entertain, 
using the same instru¬ 
ment! Original choris¬ 
ters, Colin Matthews 
(Brynmenyn) and John 
Wood (Bettws) will 
again appear. It is very 
rare for either of these 
long-standing singers to 
miss a rehearsal or con¬ 
cert. 

The concert will be 
compered by BBC pre¬ 
senter Huw Edwards. A 
choir patron, Huw was 
born in Bridgend and 
has strong connections 
with Pontycymer. 

His mother was born 
in the village and his 
father was a schoolmas¬ 
ter at the Garw Grammar 
School, now the site of 
the schools participating 
at the concert. 

All proceeds from the 
concert will go to 


Cancer Research Wales, 
the principal adopted 
charitable cause of the 
choir co-incidentally, 
Huw Edwards is also a 
patron. 

It has been a great 
year of celebration for 
Bridgend Male Choir, 
which commenced with 
the presentation by the 
Mayor of Bridgend 
County of a citizenship 
award in recognition of 
helping to raise in excess 
of £1 million for charity 
and as ambassadors for 
Bridgend. 

The choir went on to 
perform at cathedrals in 
Cardiff, Bristol and 
Liverpool before per¬ 
forming popular con¬ 
certs at Porthcawl’s 
Grand Pavilion, the first 
with operatic bass/ bari¬ 
tone Sir Willard White 
and the latter with iconic 
Welsh entertainer and 
choir patron, Max 
Boyce. 

During the year, the 
choir has also enter¬ 
tained during short tours 
to England's south and 
north west coasts. 

Please help to fill up 
Tabernacle Church again 
50 years on and help to 
support Cancer Research 
Wales. Tickets (£5) are 
available at Blaengarw 
Post Office; Pontycymer 
Post Office; Tabernacle 
Chapel, Pontycymer and 
choir secretary, Gareth 
Reese on 07773 170373. 


WE ARE NOW ONLINE! 

You can read your GEM online - 
just log onto 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk or 
www.porthcawl-today. co. uk 
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Maesteg mother harassed 
by her estranged husband 


CROWN COURT REPORT 

by AJ SICLUNA 


A MOTHER of two 
was terrified when 
her husband, from 
whom she had 
parted, harassed 
her at her Maesteg 
home. 

A major police opera¬ 
tion was carried out to 
find 31-year-old Jason 
Anthony, a trainee para¬ 
medic, who was eventu¬ 
ally found slumped in his 
car in Margam with his 
wrists cut. 

At Cardiff Crown 
Court, Prosecutor David 
Thomas said he had left 
three suicide notes in the 
vehicle and later said: 
“Things got out of hand.” 

Anthony of Briton 
Ferry, had admitted 
before Bridgend magis¬ 
trates putting a person in 
fear of violence, and 
sending false messages 
for the purpose of causing 
alarm and had been com¬ 
mitted to the crown court 
for sentence. 

He was sentenced to 
12 months imprisonment, 
suspended for two years 
and made subject to a 
two-year supervision 
order and to carry out 150 
hours unpaid work. 

He was also made sub¬ 
ject to an indefinite 


restraining order, pre¬ 
venting him contacting 
his wife and two of her 
work colleagues. 

Recorder David 
Aubrey QC said: 
“Plainly, he attempted to 
kill hmself. There has 
been a history of intense 
disturbance. 

The Recorder added: 
“Unfortunately, situations 
such as yours occur from 
time to time. You 
behaved in a way that 
was wholly unacceptable 
and was utterly terrifying 
for your wife.” 

Mr Thomas said that 
Louise Anthony and the 
defendant had had a 
seven-year relationship 
which broke down. He 
could be aggressive 
towards her and she felt 
she was always “walking 
on eggshells”. 

The court was told that 
she also believed he used 
steroids. 

During a three-month 
separation period, she 
would sometimes receive 
20 text messages a day 
from him and he would 
sometimes go to her 
Maesteg home. 


On September 24, he 
went there crying, saying 
he could not cope. The 
following day, she went 
to a social event and 
when she returned, he 
was on her mobile, angry, 
asking her where she had 
been. 

Soon after, said Mr 
Thomas, he barged his 
way into the house saying 
he had been looking for 
her in two clubs. 

At one point, he 
grabbed her mobile 
phone and ran off, but he 
returned, banged the front 
door, and said she had 
lied to him. 

She became terrified 
and dialled 999 when he 
started kicking the back 
door. 

The police arrived and 
warned him to keep 
away. 

Later that day, he fol¬ 
lowed Mrs Anthony in 
his car, punched her vehi¬ 
cle, damaged a wing mir¬ 
ror and took out a kitchen 
knife. 

Mrs Anthony said: “I 
have never been so terri¬ 
fied”. 

She drove away but he 


forced her to stop. 

Mr Thomas said: “The 
police took this incident 
very seriously and there 
was a major operation 
involving an intense 
search, which ended 
when they found 
Anthony in Margam.” 

He said that it had been 
revealed that Anthony 
had called two of his 
wife’s work colleagues 
telling one: “I am going 
to turn your world upside 
down, and I am going to 
kick your head in.” 

To the other he said: 
“Your world is going to 
become a load of s...” 

He was said to have a 
previous conviction for 
threatening behaviour. 

His counsel, David 
Purnell, said he had been 
in custody for 44 days 
and had been involved in 
“a spectacular fall from 
grace.” 

He said the incident 
occurred because 

Anthony could not han¬ 
dle the breakdown of his 
relationship. 

“Within seven days, 
his marriage unravelled 
and came to an end. He 
had always harboured 
hopes of a reconcilia¬ 
tion.” 


Branch debates its direction 


THE monthly meet¬ 
ing of Nottage WI 
was held on 
November 4 at the 
Unitarian Church 
Hall, when the 
president welcomed 
members and 
Judith Lucas, one 
of the Federation 
advisers. 


The minutes of the 
last meeting were read 
and agreed and the 
AGM followed, with sec¬ 
retary Mary Tashara 
giving her report which 
outlined the highlights of 
the year. 

The president, Ann 
Vipond, thanked every¬ 
one for their support 
over the past year 
especially when we host¬ 


ed the link meeting. 

The treasurer, Joan 
Horton, then gave her 
report for the past year, 
and the president, secre¬ 
tary and treasurer were 
all re-elected. 

There then followed a 
general discussion on 
the future of the branch, 
which will be decided in 
the next couple of 
months. Ten members 


I NOTTAGE I 

WI NEWS 

really enjoyed the old 
tyme musical hall held at 
the Princess Royal 
Theatre, Port Talbot, 
despite the very windy 
and wet weather. 

The next meeting will 
be on December 2 - a 
Christmas evening with 
meal at The Rock in 
Porthcawl. VP 


VA NEWMAN GLASS BRIDGEND 
QUIZ LEAGUE ROUND-UP 

Points aplenty in 
the latest round 


COLWINSTONAND 
LLYSWORNEY WI 

Ode to bared souls 
(and bared bras!) 


FOUR of the five 
Division One 

matches played on 
November 8 were 
won by teams who 
scored 50 or more 
points. 

Mackworth Arms 
were top, with 54 against 
a temporarily weakened 
Tondu Railway Club. 
Then Maesteg Catholic 
Club, who beat Laleston 
Inn ‘A’ 51-43 and 

Llangewydd Arms, 51- 
44 winners against 
Oldcastle ‘A’. Royal Oak 
Nomads managed 50 to 
Coy church Wanderers’ 
37. 

The other first division 
game was won by Llynfi 
Arms, who had 48 points 
to Tyrisha Royals’ 44. 
This game was nip-and- 
tuck until the paired 
questions, when Llynfi 
managed to edge ahead. 

Three of the second 
division winners scored 
54 points. Six Bells 
maintained their 100 per 
cent record against Cabo 
Roche with a 54-42 
scoreline, Laleston Inn 
‘B’ who went from 29-26 
after the written, to take 
the individual round 7-3 
and on to beat Pyle RFC 


54-45, and Pheasant 
Poachers had a 54-37 
victory against 

Oddfellows Arms. 

Pheasant 
Gamekeepers didn’t fare 
quite so well away to 
Oldcastle ‘B’, going 
down 50-45. 

Finally, a very close 
affair at Llangeinor AFC 
who pipped Heol-y-Cyw 
RFC by 45-44. 

Here are your four-for- 
thought: 

1 Which savage bear¬ 
like carnivorous marsu¬ 
pial is found only in the 
wilds of an Australian 
island? 

2 Which US city is 
nicknamed ‘The Emerald 
City’? 

3 Which golfer from 
Bridgend won his maid¬ 
en Tour victory in 2010 
when he won the Hassan 
Trophy in Morocco? 

4 In which year of the 
1980s was John Lennon 
assassinated? 

A RUDGE 
(Hon sec) 
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THE time has 
flown, we’re here 
again to recall the 
year gone by. 

Another fun packed 
twelve months at the 
local WI. 

December - time for 
parties - so we decked 
the 

Village Hall 
For our WI Christmas 
dinner the diet took a 
fall! 

But we worked it off in 
January with Carol’s 
Arabic fest. 

We all joined in and 
shook our stuff, X-rated 
at the best! 

In February Mr Jarvis 
brought kitchen gadgets 
galore! 

With the Pinter and the 
Osokool and ice from 
Norway’s shore. 
March was the Italian 
evening, with pizza, 
salad and vino. 
Quizzes and pass the 
parcel and the Denman 
draw is revealed - OH 
Oklahoma in April we 
had a good old sing! 
And then the fab ‘Bra 
Lady’uplifted every¬ 
thing! 

May and time for 
COabaret - we thought 
we ’d have a go! 


We bared our souls and 
bared our bras, our bos¬ 
oms stole the show! 
We also had a discus¬ 
sion on the labelling of 
food. 

And the Spring Link 
Meeting proved that 
mingling is good! 
June ‘Evening All! ’ said 
PC Steve with tales of 
crime and more. 

Of dogs and villains and 
traffic cops and the long 
arm of the law. 
Operation Christmas 
Child was the topic for 
July. 

We were so very touched 
by this we thought we ’d 
have a try. 

September brought the 
Fire Crew who really 
stuck out their neck. 
And promised loads of 
freebies with a free 
home safely check. 
October’s theme was 
canapes - a huge crowd 
came that night. 
Tempted by Jane’s titbits 
and the promise of a 
bite! 

And so back onto busi¬ 
ness and the AGM is 
here. 

We ’d like to invite you 
all to join in another WI 
year! 

KJ 


NEWS FROM ST CLARE’S SCHOOL 

All Wales school core 
programme quiz 



ABOVE: PCs John Stewart and Steve Carpenter with the St Clare’s team; 
Amelia, Olivia, Daniel and Alexander. 


St Clare’s School recently 
hosted an All Wales school 
core programme crime 
prevention quiz, in associ¬ 
ation with school liaison 
officers from the police. 

Taking part were five other 
schools, Porthcawl, Cynffig, 
Bryntirion and Brynteg 
Comprehensives and YGG 


Llangynwyd. 

The quiz is based on lessons 
by school liaison officers and 
complements work by PSE 
teachers in crime prevention. 

This focuses on drug and 
substance misuse, social behav¬ 
iour and community safety. 

After a fiercely-contested 
competition, Bryntirion 
Comprehensive were finally 


announced the winners. 

Head of St Clare’s, John 
Aguilar commented: “We were 
very pleased to welcome pupils 
from so many other schools 
into St Clare’s for this very 
important competition that 
supports the key work being 
undertaken within our schools 
on personal and social educa¬ 
tion”. 


Newton pupil’s prize for 
100 per cent attendance 



Back to music 
hall and forward 
to Christmas! 

NEWTON WI NEWS 


THE monthly 
meeting on 
November 3 was 
the annual general 
meeting of Newton 
Porthcawl WI. 

On Friday, November 
12, we had our 
Christmas fayre in 
Trinity Church Hall and 
then in the evening took 
a trip back in time to the 
music hall where some 
dressed up in music hall 
attire and had a jolly 
good singalong! 

On December 1, the 
branch will be enjoying 
our Christmas party then 
from December 7-10, 
we will be entering the 
Christmas tree celebra¬ 
tion being held in All 
Saints Church. 

Also on December 8, 
members are holding 
our carol service in 
Gilgal Baptist Church in 
Park Avenue, and have 
invited link members, so 
the carolling should be 
very good and get us in 


the mood for the festive 
season! 

Then on December 
10, we will be spending 
the evening in a festive 
St Fagans so wear some 
comfortable shoes and 
bring a torch! 

The rest of the 
November meeting was 
taken up with the pres¬ 
entation and adoption of 
the financial statement 
and appointment of an 
independent examiner 
for 2011. 

This part of the meet¬ 
ing was ably supervised 
by Kathleen Mepham 
who, after giving us a 
very in depth talk on WI 
procedures, then over¬ 
saw the nomination and 
secret ballot for the 
president. 

Anyone wanting to 
join or find out more 
about the WI, can con¬ 
tact Rosemary on 01656 
783772, or Judy (01656 
785477). 

BM 


A St Clare’s school 
pupil at Newton has 
received an award 
in recognition of his 
100 per cent atten¬ 
dance record. 

Vraj Patel of year-12 
was one of only 25 
pupils in the mid 
Glamorgan area to 
receive the award at a 
presentation in the 
National Assembly for 
Wales in Cardiff. 

The Compact Prize is 
awarded to pupils who 
have achieved 100 per 
cent attendance record 
over the five years of 
senior school. 


Vraj was accompa¬ 
nied by his parents and 
by the headmaster of St 
Clare’s, John Aguilar. 

Leighton Andrews 
AM, Minister for chil¬ 
dren, education and life¬ 
long learning, was pres¬ 
ent and all pupils, par¬ 
ents and heads were 
treated to a tour of the 
Senedd. 

Mr John Aguilar com¬ 
mented: “Vraj has con¬ 
stantly shown himself to 
be conscientious and 
reliable and his excellent 
GCSE results demon¬ 
strate how his exemplary 
attendance has supported 
his academic achieve¬ 
ment.” 


Your views on 
BBC Wales? 

THE BBC Trust, the governing body of 
the BBC, has recently launched its review 
of BBC Radio Wales and BBC Radio 
Cymru and would like to invite your read¬ 
ers to give us their views on the stations. 

Please go to bbc.co.uk/bbctrust or contact 
Audience Council Wales at bbc.co.uk/Wales/acw. 

You can also send a letter to BBC Trust Unit, 
180 Great Portland Street, London, W1W 5QZ or 
pick up a leaflet about the review at your local 
library. 

Elan Closs Stephens, Cardiff 
(BBC National Trustee for Wales) 
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PORTHCAWL 
WOMAN (20) 
BROKE FINGER 
OF TOWN PCSO 


A COMMUNITY 
support officer has 
been commended at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court for the man¬ 
ner in which he 
restrained a young 
woman, who was 
breaching an anti¬ 
social behaviour 
order in Bridgend. 

Christian Freeth suf¬ 
fered a triple fracture to 
a little finger and a 
swollen cheekbone and 
eye, when dealing with 
20-year-old Rhiannon 
Roper. 

Roper, of Porthcawl, 
admitted two breaches 
of an ASBO and a 
charge of causing actual 
bodily harm. 

Prosecutor Matthew 
Cobb said Roper first 


by AJ 
SICLUNA 


breached the order by 
going into Bridgend 
unaccompanied. 

During the second 
breach when she went 
into the town she 
attacked a community 
support officer. 

“She shouted at him 
and called him a pig.” 
said Mr Cobb. 

He added: “She 
repeatedly struck out 
and aimed kicks in the 
presence of children on 
bicycles and shoppers.” 

Judge Eleri Rees was 
shown a CCTV footage 
of the incident and said 
the officer, whom she 
commended, was “a 
model of restraint”. 


Roper later told the 
police she hated such 
officers because they 
were always picking on 
her and she admitted 
becoming aggressive 
after drinking. 

The court heard she 
had breached ASBOs on 
eight previous occa¬ 
sions. 

The judge said the 
case presented a “bleak 
picture” of Roper, in 
respect of one so young 

It went without say¬ 
ing, said the judge that 
the case crossed the cus¬ 
tody threshold. 

The choice, she said, 
was between an immedi¬ 
ate or a suspended sen¬ 
tence. 

Roper was remanded 
in custody for a proba¬ 
tion report to be pre¬ 
pared. 


Girlguiding’s campaign 
to give young a voice... 


T H E C h i e f 
Commissioner for 
Wales, Felicity 
Ladbrooke, and six 
adult members of 
Bridgend 
Girlguiding UK, 
were recently invit¬ 
ed by Madeleine 
Moon MP, to a 
reception at the 
House of Commons. 

The reception, which 
coincided with the end 
of a year’s celebration 
marking 100 years of 
Guiding, was to cele¬ 
brate the work of 
Girlguiding UK in giv¬ 
ing girls and young 
women a voice. 

Mrs Moon also high¬ 
lighted a petition being 
presented at Downing 
Street the following day 
containing 25,000 signa¬ 
tures, calling on David 
Cameron to introduce 
compulsory labelling to 
distinguish between air 



ABOVE, left the Bridgend MP and guest. 


brushed and natural 
images. 

A survey by 
Girlguiding UK last year 
found that 50 per cent of 
16 to 25-year-old girls 
would consider having 
surgery to change the 
way they looked. 

A survey this year 
found that 47 per cent 
believed that the pres¬ 
sure to look attractive 
was the most negative 
part of being female, and 
66 per cent claimed that 
girls undertook strict 


dieting due to the media 
portrayal of women. 

Liz Burnley, 

Girlguiding UK’s Chief 
Guide, said: “From 
research we have con¬ 
ducted, and our every¬ 
day experience working 
with girls and young 
women, we know how 
profoundly they feel the 
pressure to conform to a 
particular body image, 
and how badly they can 
be affected by these 
unobtainable ideals.” 

AG 


Kenfig Hill Cadets take part 
in local Remembrance parade 



CADETS and staff from 2117 Kenfig Hill Sqn 
took part in the parade and service of 
Remembrance in Kenfig Hill on Sunday 
November 14. 

Cadet Flight Sergeant Forsyth carried the 
Royal British Legion Standard for the Kenfig Hill 
and District Branch, while Cadet Flight Sergeant 
Williams carried the 2117 (Kenfig Hill) Squadron 
Standard. 

Cadet Norris laid a wreath on behalf of the 
Royal Air Force Association, and her brother 
Cadet Norris laid a wreath on behalf of Kenfig 
Hill Squadron, representing the Air Training 
Corps. 

Fit Lt Thomas RAFVR (T) Officer 
Commanding 2117 Kenfig Hill Sqn said the staff 
and Cadets felt honoured to be part of the com¬ 
munities’ tribute to those who have given their 
lives in service, both in past and present conflicts 
and also remembering their families and loved 
ones. 


New memorial 
sees first service 


ON Armistice Sunday, 
an excellent gathering 
of local people sup¬ 
ported Newcastle 
Higher and St Brides 
Minor Community 
Councils in the service 
of Remembrance at 
the newly-constructed 
memorial in The 
Square, Aberkenfig. 

Older local residents 
will remember this as 
the site of Trinity 
Chapel, demolished in 
the 1960s. 

Led by the Rector, the 
Rev Stephen Pare, and 
supported by several 
other clerics from all 
denominations, a crowd 
of 160, including a grat- 
ifying number of 
younger persons, joined 
in the Act of 


Remembrance. 

The exhortation 
“They shall not grow 
old... ” was spoken by 
Jim Hayes, a veteran of 
the Second World War. 

The names of the fall¬ 
en were read out by rep¬ 
resentatives of the coun¬ 
cils. 

After the observation 
of the two-minute 
silence, wreaths were 
laid by Trevor Westlake, 
another veteran and by 
the chairmen of each 
community council. 

The congregation then 
proceeded to St John’s 
Church and to St 
Robert’s Church, where 
appropriate services of 
worship and remem¬ 
brance were held. BB 


Awards presentation night success 
for the Kenfig Hill ATC Squadron 


LAST Friday night 
saw the No 3 Welsh 
Wing presentation 
evening, held at the 
Guild Hall Swansea. 

The evening was held 
in the presence of the 
Lord Mayor of Swansea, 
Coun Richard Lewis and 
the Venerable Canon 
AVM Brian H Lucas CB 
BA, No 3 Welsh Wing 
President. 

The evening started 
off with a welcome from 
Wing Commander Bob 
Wilson, Officer 

Commanding No 3 
Welsh Wing ATC. 

The Squadron 

received the following 
awards: Best public rela¬ 
tion, which was present¬ 
ed by Wing Commander 
Gareth Chapman OC 
Nol Welsh Wing, and 



Inst Cdt Fit Sgt Kinsey Williams, Mrs Lindsay Thomas, former Cadet 
Cpl Jessica Martin. 


received by Mrs Lindsay 
Thomas, Squadron secre¬ 
tary and MCO. 

Air Officer 

Commanding Certificate 
of Good Service was pre¬ 
sented by Mrs Angela 
Lewis, Lady Mayoress of 


Swansea to Inst Cdt Fit 
Sgt Williams KS, and 
Cdt Cpl Martin JE, Air 
Officer Commanding 
Meritorious Award was 
presented by Coun 
Richard Lewis, Lord 
Mayor of Swansea to 


Mrs Lindsay Thomas, 
Squadron secretary and 
MCO. 

Fit Lt B C Thomas, 
Officer Commanding 
Kenfig Hill Squadron 
said: “My sincere con¬ 
gratulations to all who 


received the awards, and 
special thanks to Mrs 
Thomas for all her time 
and dedication to her 
MCO work, which gave 
the Squadron the recog¬ 
nition that awarded us 
the No 3 Welsh Wing 
Communications and 
Media Trophy for best 
public relations.” 

If you are male or 
female and at least 13 
years old, then why not 
join 2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron ATC. We are 
also looking for adult 
staff members and civil¬ 
ian committee members. 

We parade on 
Tuesdays and Fridays 
from 7pm-9.30pm. For 
more information, please 
contact the Squadron on 
parade nights, telephone 
01656 670125. 

LT 



Cadet Jordan Norris laying the ATC wreath. 

OFFICE SALE - 
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ITED TIME OFFER 

< 4 . k> 50% off 

serviced office rental 
you tlgn up for 
3 month* or more 
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+ advance* 
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TODAY! 
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Doug’s voyage of 
discovery with U3A 



LATE in 1993, Doug Jones, a 
professional in adult and com¬ 
munity education, responded 
to a call from the newly estab¬ 
lished Swansea branch of the 
University of the Third Age 
(U3A) asking if he could set 
up a similar group in 
Porthcawl. 

With his wife Dorothy and local 
historian Gwyn Petty, Doug arranged 
an inaugural meeting early in 1994 
with a lecture on the subject of the 
maiden voyage of the Titanic and he 
commented: “We are also setting out 
on a voyage which I hope will have 
greater success.” 

The enthusiastic group interested in 
self help education met in a church 
hall and Doug was unanimously cho¬ 
sen as its chairman. 

He compiled, typed and published a 
comprehensive monthly newsletter 
(which he is still producing) and per¬ 
sonally distributed it with Dorothy. 

He began the monthly lectures 
(often given by members) which are 
still very popular, while Dorothy 
became an expert in arranging visits 
to National Trust properties. 

Classical concerts, operas and all 
types of theatre shows were also on 
the agenda. 

Success soon gave the group the 
same problem as the ‘Old Woman 
who lived in a Shoe’ and he decided 


to form a new U3 A in Bridgend. 

His skills and reputation as an edu¬ 
cational midwife spread with the birth 
of Bridgend, and he has fathered a 
total of 10 U3As in Wales, including 
the latest in Maesteg. 

His generosity in time, and his pas¬ 
sion for “the enjoyment of learning in 
retirement” was rewarded with a posi¬ 
tion on the national committee at the 
London headquarters. His retirement 
has been devoted to the ideal of older 
people furthering their interests 
through education at their own pace. 

Today, Porthcawl U3A has nearly 
600 mature student members with 33 
various interest groups studying a 
variety of subjects from gardening to 
philosophy, and from Latin to com¬ 
puters. Its success is a testament to his 
endless encouragement and leader¬ 
ship. 

Doug’s steadfast belief in learning 
and self improvement is the continua¬ 
tion of a long tradition, from the 17th 
century coffee-houses to the local 
miner’s desire for reading rooms and 
libraries. 

Doug is a quiet, modest man from 
Coity with an outstanding and 
remarkable educational record, and 
the rare Roll of Honour awarded to 
him by the Third Age Trust is richly 
deserved and was designed for just 
such a person. 

GARY VICTOR 



Local walkers go the extra mile 
on Remembrance Sunday outing 


MOUNTAIN walkers from Bridgend, 
Maesteg, Pencoed, Coity, Pyle, and 
Porthcawl left at 8am on Sunday to 
attend possibly the most remote 
Remembrance Day cenotaph in Wales. 

It took the Bridgend Ramblers one and a half 
hours of climbing and walking across the wild 
Brecon Beacons to the site where in 1944, a 
Wellington bomber crashed into the mountain, 
killing the five young Canadian crew. 

They had taken off from near Stratford on a 
night training flight across south Wales to 
Pembroke and were returning over the Beacons 
when their flight instruments failed and they 
crashed into the top of the mountain. 

This was the 31st year that Peter Morgan 
Jones from Tredegar has organized the two- 
minute silence at the crash site to commemorate 
the young fliers who lost their lives far from 
home helping our country. 

Around 100 people converged on the site from 
all sides of the Beacons and Peter explained how 
school children from Tredegar helped him build 
the stone cairn in 1980. He then tuned into the 
BBC radio broadcast from the Whitehall 
Cenotaph in London. 

Surrounded by the bomber wreckage, the 
loneness of the impact site and everyone stand¬ 
ing around the poppy covered cairn, the two- 
minute silence was most moving. 

Then, before everyone drifted away across 
the mountain in all directions, Peter ended by 
saying: “For me the hills are getting steeper and 
the miles longer, but I do hope to see you all again 
next year”. 

GARY VICTOR 


A few thoughts 
on the summer 


SOUTHERNDOWN WI NEWS 


A VERY wild and 
windy November 
night did not deter 
some stalwart 
members of 
Southerndown WI 
from attending 
their monthly 
meeting to hear 
speaker Sheena 
Crossley giving 
advice on attract¬ 
ing bees and but¬ 
terflies to the gar¬ 
den. 

Certain flowers, often 
wild ones and perenni¬ 
als, but also shrubs and 
weeds, will draw butter¬ 
flies, moths and other 
insects at various times 
of the year. 

Some colours are 
more popular with the 
wildlife but it is a deli¬ 
cate balance to attract 
the ‘good’ insects while 
discouraging those we 
do not want. 

Birds enjoy berries in 
autumn and winter, but 
contrary to folklore, a 
glut of berries does not 


necessarily portend a 
severe winter. 

Sheena is well-known 
in Wales for her broad¬ 
casting and writing and 
was a friendly, lively 
and informal speaker 
who also showed some 
excellent slides. 

President Rhiannon 
Gaen conducted the 
business, pointing out 
the various events of 
interest in the next few 
months. 

A group carol service 
will be at Colwinston on 
December 2. The sea¬ 
sonal meal is to take 
place in January at a 
venue to be decided. 

The next monthly 
meeting is on December 
9, a festive surprise, St 
Brides Major church 
hall at 7.15pm. 

Members are asked to 
bring a gift, value 
approximately £3.50 for 
a lucky dip. 

BRENDA 

MEREDITH 


r 


Peter Morgan Jones, pictured alongside the 
stone cairn which serves as a Cenotaph. 



Members look forward 
to the Christmas fayre 


DURING the 
November meeting 
of Sker WI in St 
David’s Church 
Hall, Nottage, the 
president, Nina 
Charlesworth, wel¬ 
comed 41 members 
and two visitors. 

The branch Christmas 
fayre will be held this 
Friday, November 19, at 
10.30am in Trinity 
Church Hall, Porthcawl. 

There will be craft, 
cards, cakes, books, 
jewellery, bric-a-brac 
and gift stalls to tempt 
shoppers. Entrance 
will be 80p, inclusive of 
tea or coffee. 

Members enjoyed an 


I SKER Wlnews] 

old time music hall at 
the Princess Theatre, 

Port Talbot, on Friday, 
November 12, present¬ 
ed by Glamorgan 
Federation. 

Superb entertainment 
was provided by various 
institutes in the federa¬ 
tion. 

Sker WI are organis¬ 
ing a visit to Bristol on 
December 6, with retail 
therapy in mind. 

Anyone interested in 
coming along, should 
contact secretary 
Cynthia Sidey for 
details on 01656 
786218. 

The speaker for the 


November meeting was 
Yvonne Gutteridge, who 
demonstrated Christmas 
floral arrangements. 

This was a hands-on 
demonstration and 
members were able to 
take home a floral mas¬ 
terpiece (a few members 
even discovered hidden 
talents). Well done, 
Yvonne. 

The December meet¬ 
ing will be party time 
for members - a time 
for feasting and socialis¬ 
ing. 

Ladies, if you want 
an interesting social 
life, why not join Sker 
WI in 2011, and chase 
away the winter blues? 

BG 


Rail electrification 


OGMORE MP 
Huw Irranca- 
Davies, this week 
raised fears about 
the planned electri¬ 
fication of the rail¬ 
way line between 
London and 

Swansea, with the 
Leader of the House 
of Commons, Sir 
George Young. 

A statement on the £1 
billion investment in rail 
electrification to south 
Wales was expected last 
week; but its delay has 
added fuel to already rife 
rumours that the Minister 
for Transport, Philip 
Hammond, will 

announce that the project 
will only run as far west 
as Bristol, the MP said. 

Speaking in 


Parliament, he asked: 
“What has happened? 
When will we see the 
statement? Is there any 
truth in the suggestion 
that the delay is because 
the rail electrification to 
Swansea is now going to 
stop at Bristol?” 

The Leader of the 
House, Sir George 
Young, replied: “I do not 
think that there is any 
substance whatsoever in 
that allegation... there 
will be such a statement 
shortly. ” 

Speaking afterwards, 
the Ogmore MP stated: 
“Sir George Young’s 
response does not allay 
any of my fears. I remain 
extremely concerned by 
the rumours that the elec¬ 
trification of the line 
between London and 
south Wales will now run 


only as far as Bristol. 

“This will leave Wales 
as the only part of the UK 
without any electrified 
railway line and another 
clear sign of the coali¬ 
tion’s attitude towards 
Wales. 

“This project will not 
only improve transport 
links from south Wales to 
London - and all the 
stops in between - but 
will provide jobs and 
investment at a time 
when the Welsh and UK 
economy needs it most. I 
would urge the Secretary 
of State for Wales, 
Cheryl Gillan, to stand 
up for Wales and ensure 
that we are not left 
behind.” 

The announcement on 
this project is now 
expected within the next 
week. 


Hospital visiting changes at Baglan 
mean headaches for bus travellers 


PEOPLE wishing to visit 
patients at Neath Port 
Talbot Hospital at Baglan 
Moors can make 
arrangements to visit in 
the afternoon - under 
certain circumstances. 

The GEM asked Abertawe 
Bro Morgannwg Health Board 
why it had decided to scrap 
afternoon visiting at the hospi¬ 
tal. 

We pointed out that many 
elderly people relying on pub¬ 
lic transport have to catch sev¬ 
eral buses to get to the hospi¬ 


tal and are unwilling to do it 
on winter evenings. 

The issue was brought into 
focus by last week’s news that 
First Cymru are scrapping the 
direct bus from Porthcawl to 
Port Talbot and Swansea 
which means that passengers 
will either have to change at 
Pyle or Bridgend. 

People wishing to visit the 
hospital then have to change 
at Port Talbot to catch a bus to 
the hospital. 

Porthcawl SHOUT is tak¬ 
ing up this issue on behalf of 


its members, pointing out that 
catching three buses back to 
Porthcawl after the end of 
evening visiting at 8pm, could 
see some people on the road 
until 11pm. 

A spokesman for the board 
said that afternoon visiting 
was scrapped in the week 
because doctors and other 
health professionals need to 
attend to patients without dis¬ 
ruption. 

Patients also need rest to 
recover from their illnesses, 
but they say that if relatives or 


other visitors have transport 
problems, they can speak to 
ward managers who have dis¬ 
cretion to allow alternative 
arrangements by prior agree¬ 
ment. 

This will depend on ward 
routine and what is happening 
on the ward at the time. 

Hospital visiting is set for 
7pm-8pm, Monday to Friday 
with an additional afternoon 
session from 2pm-4pm on 
weekends. 

JAYNE ISAAC 
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Local pub passes windfall 
to its favourite charity 



ABOVE (left to right): 

Air paramedic Aneurin Heath MBE; Christina Rankin-Moore of Wales Air 
Ambulance; Stefan Podolanski of Gamestec, Air paramedic Alistair Broughton; Mai 
John of Gamestec, and Air Ambulance pilot Dave Guiney. 


THE Haywain Pub in 
Bridgend has helped the Wales 
Air Ambulance save lives - by 
nominating the charity to 
receive a donation of £4,250. 

The money was raised during the 
trial of the new pull-tab lottery 
‘TabBOXX’ which took place in south 
Wales in 2009. 

Gaming machine operator 
Gamestec asked four of the pubs 
involved in the trial to nominate char¬ 
ities to receive a cut of the £20,000 
which was raised for good causes dur¬ 
ing the trial. 

TabBOXX offers players the 
chance to win prizes of up to £1,000 
and 20 per cent of the £1 ticket price is 
donated to charity. 

Karina Griffiths, licensee of the 
Haywain, said: “We were really 
pleased to be offered the chance to 
nominate a charity. 

“The Wales Air Ambulance does 
some great work and is a charity we 
have supported for many years. We 


have several charity boxes in the pub 
and always find the Wales Air 
Ambulance box fills up the fastest.” 

Karina continued: “We also support 
an annual sponsored motorbike ride 
which raises funds for the Air 
Ambulance with the Thunder Road 
Bike Shop, which is just round the cor¬ 
ner from us. 

“The last two years the event has 
taken place we have put on bands and 
had a barbecue for up to 400 bikers 
who took part in the ride.” 

Anna Evans of Wales Air 
Ambulance said: “We are very grateful 
to the Haywain for nominating Wales 
Air Ambulance to receive a donation. 

“Each mission costs approximately 
£1,200 and this donation will help to 
continue the lifesaving work of our 
aircrews across Wales.” 

Following the trial, TabBOXX is 
now being rolled out nationally, and 
since the beginning of May it has been 
installed at more than 500 sites across 
the UK. 


Good T aste ... our speciality! 

S lTriu — 

Award Winning Restaurant ' ^ 

CHRISTMAS 1 
CHOICES... 

Traditional or Indian 

(4 Courses) £20 


Christmas Day 
"Traditional Turkey Dinner £25 

Throughout December all customers can 
enjoy a complimentary glass of champagne. 

EARLY BIRD Special 
4 Course Meal 

only £ 7.95 per person 

Available every week Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday 5.30 pm - 7.00 pm 
Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drink (dine-in only) 

OPEN FOR LUNCH (Mon to Sat) 2 Courses only £4.95 





WEDNESDAY Special 

5 Course Meal 
only £ 8.95 per person 

Our mid week saver served all evening 
5.30pm -11 pm (excludes drinks) 

SUNDAY Buffet 22 different dishes 
only £7.95 Children £4.95 



Musical 
treat 
from 
A to Z! 

ON November 10, 
at the monthly 
meeting in All 
Saints Church Hall, 
Porthcawl 
Townswomen’s 
Guild, chairman 
Diana Richardson 
introduced the 
speaker for the 
afternoon, Mr 
Graham Watkins, 
who is very well- 
known locally, as a 
dedicated musician. 

The talk, entitled ‘A 
Musical Alphabet’, was 
extremely well thought- 
out and a delight to lis¬ 
ten to. Excerpts of 
music played were 
diverse and extensive - 
classics, ballet, jazz and 
film scores. 

The Christmas fayre 
is being held on Friday, 
November 19 at 
10.30am at Fairways 
Hotel. 

There will be stalls 
for cakes, surprise 
parcels, Christmas gifts, 
craft and cards; also, the 
raffle for the Christmas 
cake, which is always 
wonderfully decorated 
and an absolute ‘must 
have. 

Tickets are £1.50 (pay 
at the door) proceeds to 
Al z heimer’s Society. 
Come along and bring 
your friends! 

The monthly meeting 
on December 8 will 
include the Christmas 
party and we look for¬ 
ward to our entertain¬ 
ment group. 

Finally, we end the 
year with our Christmas 
lunch at the Rest Home 
on Wednesday, 

December 15, which is 
always very enjoyable 
and well supported. 

SM 


We are now 
online at: 
bridgend-today. co. uk 
or porthcawl- 
today.co.uk 



ridiculously comfy beds 
you'll love coming home to. 
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COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIG HILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 

Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 


CRICKET 

MEETING 

THERE will be a pub¬ 
lic meeting at the 
Kenfig Hill RFC (The 
Mules) on Sunday, 
November 21 at 3pm. 

The aim of the meet¬ 
ing is to assess the inter¬ 
est shown by the resi¬ 
dents of Pyle and Kenfig 
Hill for the provision of 
their own cricket facility. 

Pyle Community 
Council has already met 
with the representatives 
of Bridgend County 
Borough Council, who 
gave them the necessary 
information and the 
costs involved, in pro¬ 
viding a cricket pitch. 

It is imperative that 
all those interested in 
cricket attend this meet¬ 
ing, in order that the 
interest is established, 
especially for the young 
people of the community. 

Appeal dance 

A DANCE will be held 
in aid of the Golden 
Grove Mansion Appeal 
at the Pyle British 
Legion on Saturday, 
December 4 at 7.30pm. 

Entry is free, but 
donations will be wel¬ 
come at the door. This is 
your chance to have a 
pleasant night out and 
help towards securing 
this magnificent building 
in Llandeilo, which will 
eventually become the 
first convalescent home 
in Wales for ex-soldiers. 

For more information 
regarding this event, 
telephone Peter Wilkins 
on 01656 742357. 

Craft fayre 

A CHRISTMAS ‘craft 
fayre’ is being held in 
the Talbot Community 
Centre, Prince Road, 


Kenfig Hill, on 
Saturday, November 27 
from 10am-2pm. 

Admission is free, so 
why not go along to see 
the many stalls with 
their display of quality 
gifts, handmade crafts 
and produce. 

For further details, 
call Mandy Penny on 
01656 742832. 

Community 

Watch 

KENFIG HILL and 
Pyle had quiet and 
peaceful Halloween 
and Bonfire nights this 
year. 

There was only one 
incident of anti-social 
behaviour registered, 
and this was related to 
fireworks. 

If there are any issues 
that you would like to 
bring to the attention of 
your Neighbourhood 
Police team, contact 
PCSO Jon Howe in Pyle 
on 07805 301491 and it 
will be dealt with in 
strict confidence. 

Match 

tickets! 

THE friends of 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School have 
donated two tickets, 
worth £65 each, for the 
Wales v New Zealand 
rugby international on 


Saturday, November 
27, to help raise money 
for the school. 

If you are interested 
in these tickets, you can 
make a bid through a 
‘Silent Auction’. All you 
have to do is write your 
name, address and con¬ 
tact phone number along 
with your bid, put it in a 
sealed envelope and 
leave it at the school by 
Friday 19th November. 

The person with the 
highest bid will receive 
the tickets on receipt of 
the money. 

This year, the pupils 
decided to support the 
‘BBC Children in Need 
Appeal’ by having a 
‘Come Dressed in Spots 
Day’ on Friday, 
November 19. 

To take part, each 
pupil will have to make 
a donation of at least £1. 

All money raised by 
the school will be sent to 
support disadvantaged 
children and young peo¬ 
ple in the United 
Kingdom. 

Congratulations to all 
the pupils who were 
nominated for impress¬ 
ing the staff at the 
school during last week 
- in particular, Liam 
Evans from class 2, who 
won the Headteacher’s 
award. 


Great day in store for 
farmers at local Event 


ADVERTORIAL 


FARMERS in 
Bridgend county 
borough are being 
invited to ‘mix busi¬ 
ness with pleasure’ 
at Countrywide’s 
popular Farmer 
Event, taking place 
at the Bridgend 
Countrywide store 
on Wednesday 
November 24. 

“Our Farmer Events 
are always really well 
attended,” says Kath 
Blaney, store manager. 
“It’s a fantastic opportu¬ 
nity for farmers to get 
together with friends and 
neighbours, enjoy some 
hospitality and take 
advantage of some great 
offers in store; 

“Countrywide will be 
offering 10 per cent off 
all products (exclusions 
apply*). 

“We’re planning a hog 
roast as well as other 
attractions, plus a prize 
draw to win £1000 worth 
of Batemans livestock 
equipment. 

“For me, it’s a chance 
to say a pre-Christmas 
thank you to our farming 
customers and the wider 
agricultural community 
for their support and loy¬ 
alty,” Kath added. 

Throughout the day, 
visitors will have the 
opportunity to meet key 
rural suppliers. The 


extensive Countrywide 
team - including feed 
and arable specialists, as 
well as Aaron Oliver, 
AMTRA qualified 
account manager and 
Rachael Thomas, store 
account specialist for the 
Bridgend store - will be 
on hand to discuss the 
industry and offer advice 
and assistance where 
required. 

“Farmer Events really 
do represent what 
Countrywide is all 
about,” says Retail 
Director, Garry 

Wharmby. 

“We have continued to 
expand our team of sales 
specialists and account 
managers, whose knowl¬ 
edge and experience give 
Countrywide a unique 
understanding and appre¬ 
ciation of the challenges 
faced in today’s agricul¬ 
tural industry. 

“Through working 
together, our team con¬ 
tinue to help farmers run 
a productive and prof¬ 
itable farm business. 

“Events like this, 
where the rural commu¬ 
nity can come off farm, 
meet in a social environ¬ 
ment and relax, are a 
welcome and worthwhile 
opportunity.” 

Many of the area’s key 
farming associations 
have been invited to 
attend, there will be fun 
competitions and chil¬ 


dren’s activities and any 
funds raised from the 
event will go to 
Countrywide’s nominat¬ 
ed charity, Riding for the 
Disabled Association 

Kath Blaney conclud¬ 
ed: “Whatever your 

interests, it promises to 
be a great day. 

“There really is some¬ 
thing for everyone; even 
the chance for some early 
Christmas shopping with 
great offers on clothing, 
equestrian and pet prod¬ 
ucts. 

“I know the event will 
be a real success and look 
forward to welcoming 
everyone to the store.” 

Bridgend Farmer 
Event will take place on 
Wednesday, November 
24, with the store extend¬ 
ing its opening hours 
from 8:30 am until 9 pm. 
The Pig Roast will be 
served from 6pm. 

*Excludes bulk feed, 
equestrian bedding, fer¬ 
tiliser, harvesting, agricul¬ 
tural seed, POM-VPS & 
NFA-VPS products includ¬ 
ing vaccines and wormers, 
gift vouchers, local pric¬ 
ing, sale and clearance 
offers. Offer not available 
on-line. 
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Young singer 
auditions 

AUDITIONS for the 
Bridgend ‘Young 
Singer of the Year’ 
competition take place 
on Saturday, 

November 20 in 
Aberkenfig Bible 
Church, Heol 
Persondy. 

I have been informed 
that the total number of 
competitors was 22, but 
is expected to rise. 

Application forms 
must be deposited with 
Mr Alun Hodges, musi¬ 
cal director of the 
Maesteg ‘Gleemen’ 

Male Voice Choir. The 
finals will be held at 
Maesteg Town Hall on 
Saturday, January 29, 
2011 . 

The event is organ¬ 
ised by Maesteg 
‘Gleemen’ in conjunc¬ 
tion with Bridgend CBC 
and sponsored by 
Dunraven Windows. 

The winner of each 
section will receive the 
Bryan Davies Trophy 
and a prize to the value 
of £400, made up as fol¬ 
lows: £100 personal 
cheque and a voucher 
for £300 to further 
music education within 
his/her school along 
with a personal trophy. 

The runners-up in 
each category will 
receive a personal prize 
of £50 and a voucher 
for £50 to further music 
education within his/her 
school along with a per¬ 
sonal trophy. 

Help the 
Heroes 

I WENT along to the 
Cymanfa Ganu held to 
raise money for the 
above charity at 
Maesteg Town Hall 
last Friday. 

I was really 
impressed with the 
quality of the singing by 
the audience, led by 
Alun Hodges and the 
Maesteg ‘Gleemen’ 

Male Voice Choir. 

There was a mix of 
hymns in Welsh and 
English. 

There was also a 
soloist from Ysgol 
Gyfun Llanhari, a love¬ 
ly clear soprano, Megan 
Eleri Griffiths. She has 
gained so much in 
stature and confidence 
since winning the junior 
section of the Bridgend 
‘young singer of the 
year’ competition earlier 
in the year. 

There was one disap¬ 
pointment - the audi¬ 
ence could have been 
larger. Apparently there 
were other events taking 
place in the town on the 
same evening. 

The organisers of 


these charity events 
should speak to each 
other and read the local 
press, to prevent these 
clashes and make sure 
as much money as pos¬ 
sible is raised. 

It is hoped to hold 
another Cymantha Ganu 
at Maesteg town hall, in 
support of the same 
charity around Easter in 
2011. Let us hope this 
event draws in the audi¬ 
ence it deserves. 

LBA Mothers 
Union 

AT the next meeting 
on November 23, there 
will be a talk on men¬ 
tal health nursing and 
how it has progressed 
over the last 50 years. 

The commercialism 
and exploitation of chil¬ 
dren, and hence families 
by the retail industry is 
worth a massive £99 
billion a year. 

The Mother’s Union 
is launching a major 
campaign this month to 
hold the UK 
Government account¬ 
able to its pledge to 
address this problem. Its 
members will be lobby¬ 
ing political representa¬ 
tives in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland. 

Glynogwr 
CM chapel 

THE chapel was opened 
in October 24, 1819, 
but unfortunately, 
because of falling atten¬ 
dances and the state of 
the building, it held its 
last service on October 
3 this year. 

Rev D Hayden 
Thomas from Cardiff, 
aided by Rev Richard 
Osborne from 
Pontyclun, took the 
service. 

It was a memorable 
occasion, as the last 
baptism took place dur¬ 
ing the service of 
Megan, daughter of 
Gareth and Laura 
Morgan. 

Gilead 

Chapel 

THERE is an ‘Evening 
of Music’ at the Coity 
chapel on Saturday, 
November 20 at 7pm,. 

Music will be provid¬ 
ed by the Cantorian 
Coety, conducted by 
Eira Paskin, their musi¬ 
cal director, accompa¬ 
nied by Chris 
Goldsworthy. 

There will be two 
soloists - soprano 
Catrin Eleri Jenkin, and 
13-year-old Rhydian 
Jenkins, a pupil at 
Ysgol Gymraeg 
Llangynwyd, winner of 
the 2009 junior section, 
Bridgend ‘young singer 
of the year’ competi¬ 
tion. 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



All money raised 
from the concert is to be 
donated to Cancer 
Research Wales. 

Noah’s Ark 
concert 

ON Saturday, 
November 20, there is 
a charity concert at St 
David’s Hall, Cardiff 
to raise money for the 
Noah’s Ark Appeal. 

One of the choirs tak¬ 
ing part is the 40-strong 
Maesteg children’s 
choir with massed 
ladies choirs consisting 
of more than 300 cho¬ 
risters. 

These youngsters, 
who give up a great 
deal of time rehearsing 
the song and dance rou¬ 
tines they perform so 
professionally on stage, 
are to be commended 
on their community 
spirit in helping to raise 
money for charity - not 
forgetting the parents 
who support them. 

Golden cele¬ 
bration 

BRIDGEND male choir 
(Cor Meibion Penybont) 
is celebrating its golden 
anniversary this year, 
and will be hosting a 
celebratory concert at 
the same venue of its 
first concert in 
November 1960 at the 
Tabernacle Chapel, 
Pontycymer, on Friday, 
November 26 at 7pm. 

It will be performing 
songs which were made 
popular by its long serv¬ 
ing musical directors, 
the late Aldwyn and 
Gwynfor Humphreys 
and their present musi¬ 
cal director, John 
Jenkins. 

In the original con¬ 
cert there was a trumpet 
soloist and this will be 
revived by Meirion 
Davies, the partner of 
the choir’s piano 
accompanist, Laura 
Smith. 

The choir will have a 
great deal of competi¬ 
tion from two local pri¬ 
mary school choirs - 
Ysgol Gymraeg Cwm 
Garw and Ffaldau. 

I recently heard 
Ffaldau sing in the 
British Legion poppy 
day appeal concert and 
they were magnificent. 


The compere for the 
evening will be the 
BBC’s newsreader and 
presenter of the Festival 
of Remembrance in the 
Royal Albert Hall last 
Saturday, Huw 
Edwards, whose mother 
came from Pontycymer. 
He is Patron of 
Bridgend male choir. 

Tickets £5, and can 
be obtained from 
Blaengarw and 
Pontycymer post 
offices, Tabernacle 
chapel, or by telephon¬ 
ing Gareth on 07773 
170373. 

All proceeds will be 
donated to the choir’s 
principal charity Cancer 
Research Wales at 
Velindre hospital. 

Sandville 

benefit 

READERS who enjoy 
music of the 1950s-60s, 
can go along to a Rock 
V Roll evening at 
Bryntirion Ogmore 
Labour Constituency 
Party club on Friday, 
November 19 between 
7.30pm and midnight. 

Music will be provid¬ 
ed by Dave Riley, tickets 
are £5 and all money 
raised will be donated 
to the Sandville Self 
Help Centre in 
Cornelly. 

Gold book 

Ogmore Vale primary 
school head, Paul 
Booth, has decided that 
as an experiment, 
responsible adults 
whose Key Stage 2 
child is due to receive a 
gold book award in this 
Friday morning’s 
assembly, will be invit¬ 
ed to attend the presen¬ 
tation from 9am. 

Years 5-6 will be 
presenting their Advent 
Christmas concert on 
November 26 at 10am,. 
Tickets will be limited 
to two per pupil and 
cost £ leach. 

School 

inspection 

TYNYRHEOL primary 
school, Llangeinor, head 
Martin Griffiths, advises 
responsible adults of 
children at the school, 
that the school inspec¬ 
tors from ESTYN will 
be at the school from 


November 22-24. 

The Inspectors will 
be available in the main 
hall at 4pm on the 
Monday. 

Can everyone please 
make an effort to attend 
this important meeting 
to share their views 
about the school? 

In order to raise 
money for ‘Children in 
Need’, the school will 
be allowing pupils to 
attend without a school 
uniform tomorrow, 
November 19. 

There is a suggested 
donation of £1 for 
pupils who do not wear 
the uniform, and £2 for 
fa mi lies who have more 
than one child at the 
school. 

The next cross-coun¬ 
try race meeting 
between schools is at 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive on 
Saturday (November 
20) at 9.45am. 

Swimming 

lessons 

TONDU primary 
school pupils in year-5 
will be having swim¬ 
ming lessons on the 
November 18-19. 

Year-6 will have 
swimming lessons on 
each day between the 
November 22-26. 

Mrs Lucas invites 
responsible adults and 
friends of children in 
her class to attend their 
assembly on Friday, 
November 19 at 
10.20am. 

As this is ‘Children 
in Need’ day, the pupils 
are invited to wear 
something spotty to fit 
in with the theme of 
‘Show Your Spots.’ 

They will be able to 
bring in a t-shirt, deco¬ 
rate it for 50p, decorate 
Pudsey biscuits for 20p, 
and cover Pudsey in 
coins (bring your 
change). 

Please support this 
worthwhile charity. 

There will be a 
Gateways to the Valleys 
school open evening for 
responsible adults who 
have pupils in year-6 on 
November 23 between 
5-8pm. 


Ogmore 


Assembly Yes’ campaign 
is launched in Bridgend 


THE Assembly ‘Yes’ cam¬ 
paign, urging people to vote 
for ‘simpler and more effi¬ 
cient government’ in Wales, 
was launched in Bridgend 
by Plaid’s local candidate 
Tim Thomas. 

Members of all main political 
parties across the county bor¬ 
ough were invited and the event 
was organised by Cymru Yfory. 

The campaign group will meet 
for a second time next month. 

During the meeting, Mr 
Thomas said: “Now that the 


foundations have been firmly 
laid for a ‘Yes’ campaign in 
Bridgend, I am looking forward 
to working and campaigning 
with other political parties and 
local groups who are fully sup¬ 
portive of further law-making 
powers for Wales. 

“Introducing proper law-mak¬ 
ing powers for Wales would give 
us a simpler and more efficient 
government, that would be able 
to better serve our communities 
and people. 

“The current system is at odds 
with Westminster and is bogged 


down with political bureaucracy 
and process. 

“In addition, the All-Wales 
Convention has reported that the 
proposal would save the 
Assembly £1.98m a year.” 

The next meeting will be at 
Cefn Cribwr Community Centre 
on Thursday, December 2 from 
7.30pm. All are welcome. 

Anyone interested in becoming 
involved in the cross-party com¬ 
mittee can email Tim Thomas on 
timjtom 79 @ hotmail. com 


MP’s 

surgeries 

OGMORE MP, Huw 
lrranca Davies, will 
be holding surgeries 
on November 26 
between 11am and 
12noon in the 
Caerau area; and on 
December 3 between 
2.30pm-4pm in the 
Garw Valley. 

Constituents will need 
to contact the office on 
01656 737777 to 

arrange an appoint¬ 
ment. 
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STANDING UP FOR WALES ’... 
WITH A BUDGET TO BACK OUR 
ECONOMY AND COMMUNITIES 


VER the past few 
weeks, I have been 
preparing to deliver a 
budget for Wales, using the 
funding we have got available 
to protect the most vulnera¬ 
ble, to invest in schools and 
skills, to protect the NHS and 
support the economic recov¬ 
ery. 

A tough call, with the budget for 
public services in Wales being cut by 
£1.8 billion over the next four years 
as a result of the UK Government’s 
October Spending Review, following 
on from their £183 million cut in 
Wales announced in their June budg¬ 
et. 

In my foreword to the Welsh 
budget, I explain that we have 
shaped our plans for future spending 
based on a set of agreed priorities, 
seeking to protect investment in front 
line services and to maintain our uni¬ 
versal benefits - bus passes, free 
prescriptions, free school breakfasts, 
free school milk and free swimming 
- all of which provide opportunities 
to maximise health and well-being as 
well as providing jobs in the public 
and private sector. 

We have listened to the experi¬ 
ences of those who work in our pub¬ 
lic services, their trade unions and 
the people who use these services, as 
well as the voluntary sector. 

We have also consulted with the 
private sector as our key partners in 
leading Wales out of the recession. 

This week, we debated the social 
impacts of the UK Government’s 
Spending Review and considered the 
negative impact of the cuts to hous¬ 
ing benefit in Wales. 

Between April 2011 and April 


2013, the changes to housing benefit 
will see the vast majority of local 
housing allowance recipients in 
Wales worse off, on average, by £9 
per week, which may increase levels 
of homelessness according to hous¬ 
ing charities like Shelter Cymru. 

This will have an impact on local 
authorities in meeting their housing 
responsibilities, but the impact these 
changes will have on the poorest 
people in Wales is undoubted. 

We have been working to help 
people move from benefits into work 
with pioneering schemes such as 
Want to Work and Genesis. 

We have also seen the benefits of 
jobs created by the Future Jobs 
Fund, but this programme has been 
cancelled by the UK Government. 

Last week, a recruitment agency 
totaljobs.com highlighted that in 
Wales on average there were 18 
applicants for each job. 

In protecting services, we are also 
protecting jobs and we cannot rely 
on the private sector to fill the gaps. 
We have consistently said the cuts 
are too deep and too fast and threat¬ 
en the recovery as we seek to boost 
job opportunities. 

It is hard to find an economist 
who doesn’t agree with us as 
Princeton University’s Nobel prize 
winner, Eric Maskin says: 

“Making massive spending cuts 
at a time of relatively low economic 
activity is a mistake.” 

That advice is guiding us despite 
the challenges we face. For example, 
over the next four years Wales’ 
budget will suffer over 40 per cent 
cuts to our Capital Budget (com¬ 
pared to a UK average cut of 29 per 
cent). 

This is the budget which funds the 
building and refurbishment of our 


f ASSEMBLY 'N 
NOTES 



by Jane Hutt AM 

(Assembly Minister for 
Business and Budget) 

schools, hospitals and housing pro¬ 
grammes providing contracts and 
jobs in the construction sector. 

For the past three years, we have 
been bringing forward our capital 
programme in these crucial policy 
areas to provide a fiscal stimulus for 
the economy, widely welcomed by 
local government and the CBI in 
Wales. 

We are determined to keep that 
investment going, albeit with reduc¬ 
tions and re-profiling of planned 
developments. We have a duty and 
responsibility to do so. 

Budgets are tight and the demand 
on services are increasing but we are 
determined to continue to improve 
public services and to work in new 
ways that are both efficient and inno¬ 
vative. 

We want to ensure that despite 
having less money, every single 
pound spent by Welsh public servic¬ 
es makes a difference to the people 


who rely on them. 

Last week, Edwina Hart AM, the 
Health and Social Services Minister, 
told the Assembly that the health 
budget has increased significantly 
since 1999 and now stands at £6.3bn 
- over 40 per cent of our total budg¬ 
et. 

With that significant investment, 
we now have more staff, more build¬ 
ings and equipment and waiting 
times have fallen. She said that staff 
throughout the NHS are working 
hard to find more efficient ways of 
delivering services, and at the same 
time, improving the quality of care to 
patients. 

We want to continue to deliver 
those improvements and continue to 
work for better health in Wales with 
a strong public health agenda. 

That was a clear message on my 
budget tour - particularly for people 
with mental health ill-health and 
chronic health conditions. 

Investing in schools and skills is 
key for the economy and for commu¬ 
nities providing children and young 
people with hope for further educa¬ 
tion and jobs for their futures 

We are doing everything we can 
to narrow the equality gap, not 
widen it. 

My message this week is that we 
have taken responsibility to stand up 
for the people of Wales with the 
funding, the powers, the levers we 
have, despite the cuts imposed on us 
by the UK Government. 

Through adopting clear priorities, 
a renewed focus on efficiency and 
innovation, we have delivered a draft 
budget which continues to support 
Wales ’ economic recovery and seeks 
to continue to deliver better out¬ 
comes for the people and communi¬ 
ties of Wales. 



Slade Farm lamb 
‘best in Wales’ 

SLADE FARM Organics in the Vale of 
Glamorgan won the top prize in Wales for 
their lamb, at the True Taste Awards 2010 
ceremony, held last week in Haverfordwest. 

Peter and Rosamund Davies were “delighted” to 
collect their prize. Mr Davies said: “It is great to 
get third party recognition of the quality of our lamb, 
particularly at a time when we are preparing for the 
Christmas orders. ” 


Ty Hafan winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Cracker jackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
D644. 

• £2,000: 873222. 

• The rollover, which 
now stands at £5,000, 
was not won this week. 

• £10: 307354, 

532642, 326612, 722347, 
140689, 448733, 535140, 
748263, 163071,784835, 
952691, 697248, 998391, 
359400, 649382, 659826, 

5 0 5 3 5 8, 
743689,151411,626698. 

• £5: 896446, 827610, 
329906, 529976, 331282, 
329421, 130215, 790877, 


624874, 330052,888674, 
488257, 253455, 568702, 
237903, 448414, 575771, 
476029, 901374, 238864, 
897228, 606913, 537972, 
862021, 763813, 329420, 
522700, 949237, 161382, 
862516, 383757, 320358, 
213816, 591875, 210271, 
892188, 619453, 761468, 
832628, 391017, 137944, 
471883, 131586, 889134, 
852328, 830157,181448, 
328351, 619233, 543595, 
103843, 551566, 980625, 
489551, 224864, 806655, 
193409, 683033, 113044, 
121229. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions con¬ 
tained in the above. 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

-3*01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 
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Dinas Powys pays tribute 
to the fallen comrades... 



THERE was a fine 
turn out for 
Remembrance 
Sunday at Dinas 
Powys, where many 
local organisations, 
youth groups and 
village residents 
paid their respects 
to those who had 
fallen in conflict 
since 1914. 

Pictures by 
CHRIS 
FRANKS AM 



ABOVE (left to right): 

Dr Ian Johnson, Plaid’s Vale Assembly candidate, Coun Margret 
Randall, Coun Chris Williams and Coun Keith Hatton outside St Peter’s 
Church, in Dinas Powys. 



ABOVE: 

Dinas Powys Brownies, Scouts, Cubs and Guides. 



ABOVE: Bill 
Framption, the master 
of ceremonies for 
Rememberance Day 
on the Twyn in the 
centre of Dinas Powys. 



THE PARISH CARES FOR 
BARRY’S FIRST MEMORIAL 


BARRY’S first war 
memorial, which 
stands in the 
grounds of St 
Helen’s Church, 
was rededicated on 
Remembrance 
Sunday by parish 
priest, Canon Pat 
O’Gorman. 

The War Memorial, 
erected in 1922, four 
years after the end of the 
Great War (1914-18), 
holds the names of those 
parishioners who gave 
their lives for freedom, 
and later the names of 
those who died in the 
Second World War were 
added. 

For the past 90 years, 
this marble monument 
has stood on the corner 
of Wyndham Street and 
Court Road and was in 
need of extensive 
restoration. 

Earlier this year, 
fundraising started with 
donations from parish¬ 
ioners. 

The restoration has 
allowed a further 
inscription to be added, 
in memory of all those 
who have given their 
lives in conflicts since 
the end of the Second 
World War. 

Parish priest Canon 
Pat said: “May this mon¬ 
ument remind all who 
pass this way of those 
who served their coun¬ 
try, even unto death.” 



War veteran, Terry Tobin, lays a wreath of Remembrance. 

PHOTOGRAPHS by JOHN O’BEIRNE 


Canon Pat O’Gorman 
blesses the restored 
Memorial. 



Penarth 
Mayor 
opens 
Tools with 
a Mission 
open day 


THE Mayor of Penarth, 
Coun Paul Church and his 
wife Christine officially 
opened the TWAM Cymru 
Open Day recently, before 
discussing with volunteers 
the work of sorting, clean¬ 
ing and refurbishing donat¬ 
ed tools at the charity’s cen¬ 
tre in Bute Lane. 

Coun Church expressed sup¬ 
port for the work being done by 
Tools with a Mission. 

The charity saves unwanted 
tools and equipment from being 
dumped, and assembles them 
into complete toolkits for car¬ 


pentry, mechanics, plumbing, 
sewing and knitting to help 
people out of poverty. 

John Haggitt, Chair of 
TWAM Cymru, has been col¬ 
lecting tools for TWAM 
for more than 10 years. 
Outlining his vision for the 
centre in Penarth, he said: 

“We hope to develop as a 
hub for south and west Wales, 
able to support and grow the 
network of collectors beyond 
Cardiff and the Vale. We are 
encouraged by the support of 
the people of Penarth, and by 
the extra offers of help that we 
have received today.” 


Visitors to the event included 
the Chair of Cytun, Revd John 
James; Revd Roger Grafton 
and others from Tabernacle 
Baptist Church, which has sup¬ 
ported TWAM for many years; 
and children from the neigh¬ 
bouring Bute Cottage Nursery 
School. 

If you have any tools or hab¬ 
erdashery which you would like 
to donate to TWAM, or if you 
are interested in volunteering, 
please email 

twamcymru@gmail.com or 
telephone 029 2072690. The 
charity’s website is 
www. twam. co. uk. 































































Thursday, November 18th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 11 


UP TO 50% Offl 


BUNKS & SINGLES - ALL IN STOCK 


Lincoln 
Bunk Set 

Was £537 

now £386 

Price includes Mattress 

* ’ * ' • « 

Barcelona 
Bunk Set 

Was £637 

now £469 

Price includes Mattress 1 

3 

3' Jazz 2 Drawer 
Divan 

Was £299 

~ now £199 

Electrically Adjustable 

Beds y 

From only 

£495 


... MORE SUPERB BED BARGAINS! 


Double 
Solid Oak 

'Riviera' 

Bedstead 

Was £799 

now £269 




( 3 A Size) 4' Myers 
Two drawer 
divan 

Was £449 t 

now £299 ' r 



QUALITY CHILDRENS' 
'RAINBOW' 
MAnRESSES 
£83.85 



HURRY - LIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE 



Rufford 
Ext. Table 
+ 4 Chairs 

Was £379 

now £249 



Dundee 
Table + 

2 Chairs , 

Was£249 I 

now £199 



Coxmoor Solid Oak 
Table + 

4 Chairs 

Was £399 

now £269 



FABULOUS CLEARANCE OFFERS 


Clearance 
'Jali' 

Indian 
Furniture 
Prices from only £49 


rnm nnlv £4Q 


Conservatory 
Suites 



From only 

£599 


Clearance 
'Kerala' 
Indian 
Furniture 
Prices from 
only £99 


□ 


I 


HUGE STOCKS OF 
CLEARANCE OAK 


SUPERB DOUBLE DIVAN OFFERS 


4' 6" 

Healthcare 
Supreme Divan 

Was £349 

now £249 



Silentnight 4'6" 

Lavender 
2 drawer divan 

Was £649 

now £379 


^*1 


4' 6" 

Memory Foam 

Cool Comfort 
2 drawer divan 

Was £459 

now £299 



Rest Assured 
4' 6" 

Pocket Sprung 
4 drawer divan 

Was £699 

now £399 



... MORE SINGLES - ALL IN STOCK 


Pink Bed 

c/w 

Mattress 

Was £229 

now £169 



Solid Harwood 
Guest Bed 

complete 
Was £749 

now £499 


|°d [ HI 

C®W 


Football Bed 

c/w 

Mattress 

Was £229 


t-flOh 


now £169 



Visitor 
Guest Bed 

Was £499 

now £335 



QUALITY SOLID OAK OFFERS 


Milano Coffee Table Milano Lamp Table 

Was £299 NOW £174 Was £199 NOW £114 


Milano SideBoard 

Was £999 

NOW 

£595 


Milano 
Corner 
TV Unit 

Was £599 

now £375 


!!fl 


Milano Nest 
of Tables 

Was £295 

now £168 


Milano 
Wide 
TV Unit 

Was £599 

NOW £299 



FREE DELIVERY AND ASSEMBLY 



RAUCH 

1.36m wide (4' 6") 

3 door/3 drawer Robe 
Was £459 

now £349 



RAUCH 

2m wide (6' 7") 

Vezalay all mirror 
sliding door Wardrobe 
Was £849 

now £449 


RAUCH 

1.8m wide 

(61 

4 door 
Robe 

Was £499 

NOW £369 


0 RAUCH 

2.25m wide 

JZ 

Was £599 M 

now £399 


RAUCH 

2.5m wide (8' 3") 

Imperial centre mirror 
sliding door wardrobe 
Was£699 

now £499 
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SAD DEATH OF FORMER 
BRIDGEND TOWN MAYOR 


m 


IT is with regret that we record the 
death of long-serving Conservative coun¬ 
cillor, Gwynneth Rowe, a former mayor 
of Bridgend town. 

Commenting on the sad news, the council 
leader, Coun David Unwin, said: “Gwynneth was 
a steadfast councillor over many years but never 
once put politics ahead of people. 

“She was dedicated to helping anyone in need 
and was a kind and graceful lady in all respects. 

“The passing of Gwynneth is a sad loss to the 
Bridgend and Laleston areas.” 

Mrs Rowe served on Bridgend Town Council 
over a period of more than 30 years, and was 
Mayor in 2004/05. She is survived by her hus¬ 
band Keith, a fellow town councillor. 

She was also a long-serving member of 
Laleston Community Council, and served a term 
on Ogwr Borough Council. 

Mrs Rowe was a State Registered Nurse and 
played an active part in many organisations, 


notably the WRYS, YMCA, Citizens’ advice 
Bureau, Evergreen hall, Bryntirion and Laleston 
Community Centre, and Laleston’s Blandy Hall. 

She was also a founder member of DASH in 
Nolton Street. 

The funeral will take place tomorrow 
(November 19) at 12 noon in St Bridget’s 
Church, St Bride’s Major. 


COMMUNITY NEWS 

ST BRIDES MAJOR 

Your local correspondent is 
Patricia Bevan-Morgan 
(01656) 880418 



ABOVE: Mrs Gwynneth Rowe during her 
year in office as town mayor. 


THE Noson Lawen 
held at the Fox and 
Hounds to welcome 
visiting teachers from 
Spain, Italy and 
Sweden was a 
resounding success 
showing a true Welsh 
welcome, with a tradi¬ 
tional Cawl supper, 
followed by a three- 
part quiz and enter¬ 
tainment. 

THE Ladies Thursday 
Club welcomed Mrs 
Doreen Gunning, who 
told of her work with 
impaired hearing people 
and of her recent visit to 
Buckingham Palace, to 
receive the MBE for her 
work in this field - a 


most pleasurable 
evening. 

WORK in All Saints 
church, Southerndown, is 
now complete (for the 
time being) and a service 
of thanksgiving was held 
to commemorate this 
with Cantorion Illtyd 
choir and soloist Clare 
Mathews. 

The readings were in 
both Welsh and English 
and the singing of the 
Welsh hymns was a great 
pleasure, this was fol¬ 
lowed by a buffet supper, 
with the traditional iced 
fruit cake made and 
given by Mrs Evans of 
Ewenny. A most pleasur¬ 
able evening. 

THE funeral took 


place on Friday, 
November 12 of Jim 
Driver, Lon-y-Eglwys, 
St Bride’s Major at 
Coychurch 

Crematorium, attend¬ 
ed by his family and 
all his friends who 
later met at The 
Golden Mile Inn, 
Corntown. 

THE Mothers’ Union 
will meet for their 
monthly Eucharist in All 
Saints church, 
Southerndown, on 
Friday, November 26 at 
10am. 

SATURDAY, November 
27 is the date for the 
Christmas fayre to be 
held at the church hall at 
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Winter Pet Food Appeal 

More than ever, our local animal shelters are under 
massive strain to home and feed an ever growing 
number of pets, that, for one reason or another, are 
no longer in their own homes. 

Most pet owners treat their pets as part of the 
family and will even be including them in the family 
Christmas presents! 

If you can help feed a sheltered animal this winter, 
please bring your pet food donation to The GEM in 
Cowbridge and we will get it to one of the local shel¬ 
ters. 


| EMPTY 


or 




Thank-you, from all the sheltered animals! 


10am. This will coincide 
with the normal tea/chat 
morning. 

REMEMBRANCE 
The St Brides Major 
C/W School held their 
own Remembrance 
service on the 11th 
day of the 11th month. 

The children conduct¬ 
ed the service, together 
with the Venerable 
Philip Morris, who paid 
the Silent Tribute. 

The Last Post and 
Reveille was sounded 
by Gavin Mathews. 

A Remembrance 
service was held at St 
Bridget’s Church on 
Sunday, November 14 
when wreaths were laid 
on the Memorial altar. 

Wreaths were also laid 
on the Cenotaph in the 
village of St Brides 
Major, together with 
Remembrance Poppy 
crosses. 

The Last Post and 
Reveille was sounded 
by bugler Roger Lewis 
of St Brides Major, who 
also played at the 
Bridgend Cenotaph on 
November 11. 


Cheque presentation, 
poppy collection, and 
a Christmas grotto! 


PICTURED by John Cosson (below) are 
the president of Porthcawl Lions Club, 
Ralph Anslow, and other members with 
Mrs Judith Price, the local representative 
of Breast Cancer Care Cymru, who 
received a cheque of £1,000 from the club, 
as a result of their coffee morning held in 
aid of the charity. 

Porthcawl Lions assisted the Porthcawl branch of 
the Royal British Legion with their poppy collection 
during the week and had their usual book sale over 
the weekend of November 13-14. 

On Saturday, November 20, the Lions start their 


charity raffle in the new Cooperative Store in Lias 
Road, which goes on until the draw on Saturday, 
November 27. 

The first prize, once again, is the famous trolley 
dash through the store. This year, the main charity is 
Mencap, but local charities will also benefit. 

On November 27, the Lions open their Christmas 
grotto in the YMCA, John Street, where every 
Saturday until December 18 between 10am and 4pm 
Father Christmas will be present. 

Every child receives a quality present and the cost 
this year is maintained at last year’s entrance fee 
which is £2.50p. 

DAVID RICHARDS 



ABOVE: All smiles at the cheque presentation. 


Soroptimist chain gang! 


THE picture oppo¬ 
site was taken at the 
Bridgend Mayor’s 
Civic Service in 
Nolton Church, 
Bridgend. 

The Mayor, Barbara 
Parish (centre) had 
invited her fellow 
Soroptimists, Joy Jay 
(right), president of 
Bridgend Soroptimists, 
and Carys Brown (left), 
newly-elected president 
of Soroptimist 

International Wales 
south region. 


The GEM is in partnership with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring homes for 
animals in their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 

(Telephone: 01656 725219) 


Can you love Sasha? 

THIS WEEK: 

Sasha is a lively and 
feisty little Terrier 


Crossbreed. 

She gets on with 
other dogs, but she can 
be reactive towards 
them when she is on the 
lead, so she will need 
some further training to 
help with this. 

She mixes well off the 
lead and can live with 
another dog. She is 
playful, very bright and 
has lots of energy. 

She will need to 
attend training classes 
to provide her with 
some basic training and 
socialising. 

She needs a home 
with someone who has 
previously owned 
Terrier types. She can 
live with older children, 
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“I’m Sasha and 
I love to play!” 

11 years and over, and 
other dogs, but we are 
not sure what she’s like 
with cats. 

She will need plenty 
of exercise to channel 
her energy in the right 
direction! 



ABOVE: 
The three 
Soroptimists 
line up for the 
camera. 


Check on 
your home 
electricals! 

TRADING 
Standards officers 
are offering Vale 
residents the chance 
to have electrical 
Christmas decora¬ 
tions tested for free, 
to ensure their fes¬ 
tive celebrations 
don’t go awry. 

An expert will be on 
hand between 9am and 
5pm today (Thursday 
November 18) in the Vale 
Council’s Civic Offices 
in Barry to test decora¬ 
tions and answer ques¬ 
tions. 



SPECIALISTS IN: 

WELL, BOREHOLE PUMPS, 
DRILLING & DIVINING 
FILTRATION SYSTEMS - 
pH, UV, IRON. 

MANGANESE REMOVAL, 

NITRATE, LIMESCALE HARNESS 

• Complete Borehole Water Systems 

• Rainwater Harvesting 

• Sewage Systems & Treatment 

• Solar for Dairy Hot Water Systems 
•Tanks from 300 gallons to 10,000 gallons 

• Dirty Water Systems 

• Irrigators 

• Parlour Washdown Systems 

PRICE AND SERVICE OUR PRIORITY 

Tel: 01994 448310; Fax: 01994 448693 
allpumpservices@btconnect.com 
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SERVICES BROUGHT 
TO YCfflt DO Oil' 

A RE you the sort of person CURTAINS Al 

who works full time and - 

doesn’t have enough 


A RE you the sort of person 
who works full time and 
doesn’t have enough 
hours in the day? Perhaps you 
are housebound or would prefer 
to shop from home. 

The good news is that help is at 
hand! 

All of the services on this page will 
come out to you, so now is the time to 
make a note of these suppliers and 
make your life a little easier. 

Put your feet up and relax - these 
companies are happy to do the 
running round for you and will bring 
a first class service to your door! 

GARDENING 


CURTAINS AND BLINDS 



Ready for an autumn clean-up? 
we can swing by with a free quote! 


Tarzan’s Gardens 
won’t cost you 
the earth 

T ARZAN’S GARDENS is the 

inspiration of Tim Conninsby, a 
professional gardener, who likes 
to get his hands dirty. 

Whether your garden is a jungle or just needs a 
tidy up, you can count on Tarzan’s Gardens to 
provide quality gardening that won’t cost you the 
earth. 

They will give you a free quotation and travel 
anywhere in the Vale and Bridgend area. 

Tim said: “We will take all gardening waste 
away. We don’t leave a mess and we will work in 
all weathers.” 

Tarzan’s Gardens will do contract work and 
small domestic gardens. They can provide 
references. 

Swing into action, and get your garden sorted! 
Telephone Tarzan ’5 Gardens on 07904 706980. 


DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS 


PJ CLARKE 


Bridgend Domestic 
Appliance Repairs 

Washing Machines, Tumble 
Dryers, Dishwashers, etc, 

Established 1983 

Most makes repaired. 

Machines NOT 
taken away - repaired 
at your own home. 

S Bridgend 659354 
B 07974 120082 


Curtains and 
blinds are 
made with our 
personal touch 

G EOFF BROWN, proprietor of 
Modern Decorations, has more 
than 30 years’ experience in 
advising on and supplying curtains and 
blinds to both the domestic and 
contract market. 

Working from home, Geoff has the flexibility 
to call at a customer’s home or place of work, 
with samples and colours to blend with their 
surroundings. 

He offers the full service of measuring, make 
up and fitting - without the necessity for 
customers to spend time shopping around. 
Estimates are free with no obligation. 

All requirements can be accommodated, 
including all types of valances and the current 
trend of eyelets on a pole. 

Telephone Geoff on 01446 739174 or 07718 
536838, for a quotation and see what he has to offer. 




MODERN 
DECORATIONS 
Your 1st choice for 
curtains and blinds 

View a wide range of Fabrics in the 
comfort of your own home or office. 

We supply curtains, all valances, 
tie backs, curtain tracks and poles. 
Venetian, Vertical, Roller and Roman 
Blinds all at competitive prices. 

Full measuring, make up and 
Fitting Service available. 

Tel: Geoff Brown on 

01446 739174 or 07718 536838 

(see us in yellow pages) 

Estimates Free (with no obligation) 
over 25 years experience 

www.moderndecorations.co.uk 


OVEN CLEANING 


ovenu.co.uk 


oven 

oven valeting service .. .punctuality, pride, 
t Range & AG A Specialist | 

• Ovens & Hobs 

• Extractor Hoods 

• Microwave Ovens 
L# Traditional Stoves | 

the UK’s favourite oven cleaning specialists 


OVEN U at your door, 
on time, every time! 

Richard and Craig of Oven U are proud to 
bring their specialised oven valeting service to the 
entire south Wales area. 

Is your oven looking tired - then don’t renew, 
just call Oven U. 

We will get it looking back to its best. 

Our process is safe, we don’t use any caustic 
products which could be harmful to both you and 
your oven. We can also renew broken or worn out 
parts, ie: hinges, glass, seals, lamps, etc. 

Just like all our past customers, you will be 
amazed by our results. Call us on 0800 1409800. 


TELEVISION AND AUDIO 


D ARK evenings are now upon us, so 
it’s time to settle down to some 
good TV viewing during the winter 
and festive months ahead. 

Give CJ Pitman a call to get old aerials 
checked. Take advantage of our special offer - 
you don’t want to be left without a TV through 
the bad weather. Strong winds and heavy rain 
can cause aerials to blow down and water to 
run down old damaged cables. 

We are very busy at this time of year, so plan 
ahead to make sure you enjoy the best 
programmes available, problem free! 


CJ Pitman TV & Audio 


SPECIAL OFFER!!! 

New Digital Aerial Supplied and 
Complete Installation for Only £70 

_ (NO HIDDEN EXTRAS!) _ 


• Digital Aerials & Satellite 
Installed & Meter Tested 
for Perfect Alignment 

• Free Estimates 

• TV Wall Mount Specialists 

• Freesat/Sky Installation 
& Servicing 

• Domestic & Commercial 


Local Tradesman 
From Barry 

Established Over 10 Years 
Friendly, Personal Service 
12 Month Guarantee 

www.pitmantv.co.uk 




Call Chris or Craig on 
07980 971303/01446 747852 

Covering All Areas of Barry, The Vale, 
Cardiff, Bridgend and Newport 


OFFICE/HOME CLEANING 


TAN’S Domestic Cleaning is “going 
I from strength to strength”, and Jan has 
built up a reputation for providing a 
reliable, personal and professional service. 

Jan has developed her business to offer contract and 
commercial cleanings. She offers a superb service at a 
reasonable price, whether you require a weekly or 
monthly cleaning service, a one-off clean or a full 
house or commercial property clean, or even your 
carpets cleaned! 

Jan was often asked for a reliable handyman to do 
odd jobs. With this in mind, Jan has started a 
partnership with her partner Pete -Mr Multifix- who 
specialises in kitchen and bathroom installations. 

Jan and Pete are now trading as Jan’s Domestic 
Cleaning and Building Maintenance Services. 
Contact Jan on 07934 141582. No job too small! 



Domestic Cleaning & 
Building Maintenance Services 

★ Hours to suit you 

★ Professional, friendly service 

★ Fully Insured ★ Free Estimates 

★ Contract & Commercial Cleaning 

★ Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists 
Call Jan for more information on: 

07934 141 582 


SILVER BY DAWN 



Silver by 
b)mm 


fingerprintjewellery 

A range of cufflinks, pendants, 
earrings and charms, 
ideal for all occasions 

Why not gather some friends 
and book a party? 

Impressions taken in the comfort 
of your own home, directly into 
silver clay, which when fired, will 
be 99.9% silver. 

This can be personalised further with 
a name, date or message and made 
into your chosen piece of jewellery. 

To book a design consultation please call 

Dawn Doyle 

01656865479/07795188160 


Promote your company 
in our monthly 


imkdb 11 

3 mm 


PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


SB 

allan brown 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS 

NO JOB TOO SMALL! 

If you are looking for a friendly, 
reliable & trustworthy service for in and 
around your home or business, call Allan 


01446 750236 or 07740 187613 anytime 


“WHO CARES WINS” 


A LLAN J BROWN & Co offer a 
comprehensive property 
maintenance service that will cover 
all aspects of your home or business needs. 

Everything from a replacement tap washer to a 
new kitchen or a faulty shower head to a new 
bathroom we will offer you a friendly, trustworthy 
and reliable service. Our reputation for quality and 
value for money spans over 25 years with many 
satisfied customers in the Vale and beyond. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you would 
like any help or advice on a forthcoming project or 
if you just want to stop that tap dripping! 


ORGANIC PRODUCE 


1 


rU KiMd 

I organic 

vegboxes 

£8.95 


1 or make up 

your own box 




erfo 
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range of veg, fruit, milk, eggs and much more 

(minimum order £12.50). 

we also delivef o from £25.00 



Now winners of 
the Observer Ethical 

Best Business Award 
for their organic 
shopping service 

R IVERFORD provides organic food 
that is healthier and affordable, 
straight from the farm, and 
delivered free to your home or workplace. 

How often do we audit our ethics, measure 
our carbon footprint and assess our social 
responsibility? 

The underlying ‘survival of the fittest’ premise 
has not changed - ethics remains a means to an 
end. Only the most informed consumer could tell 
the difference between ethics and the appearance 
of ethics, and most of us are too busy to research! 

The confusion is ruthlessly spun to support 
brands, particularly with the supermarkets. 

Our Riverford meat, fruit and veg boxes 
contain all organic products up to 40 per cent 
cheaper than supermarket organics because we 
come directly to you from the farm. We do not 
use pesticides. Our products are certified to soil 
association organic standards. 

Scientists at Newcastle University, as part of 
an EU-funded quality low input food project, 
found that organic vegetables and fruit contain 
up to 40 per cent more anti-oxidants than non- 
organic products. 

Organic milk contains more than 50 per cent 
anti-oxidants and healthy fatty acids. The flavour 
of the food is natural, tastes better and is better 
for us. 

All this, plus free delivery! 

For enquiries, please telephone 0845 600 2311 or 
go to www.riverford.co.uk 


















































































14 - THE GEM 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


Thursday, November 18th, 2010 



Uantwit Major Limelight 
This Christmas 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 



Clothes shops offer something different to the chain stores... 
so pay a visit to your local fashion business 


T he 

Christmas 
party season 
is upon us and the 
ladies of Llantwit 
Major have plenty 
of choice about 
what to wear - 
thanks to the 
clothes shops in the 
town. 

Stuart Sloan of Sloan 


and Co said that 
evening wear was sell¬ 
ing very well. 

“It’s all about bling 
and glitter this year. 
People need to cheer 
themselves up with all 
the doom and gloom 
that’s around and there’s 
nothing better to lift the 
spirit than a new outfit. 

“We also have lots of 
sparkly accessories such 
as scarves and beads 


which can give a new 
lease of life to an exist¬ 
ing outfit.” 

Stuart has revamped 
his shop over recent 
months to give cus¬ 
tomers a better shopping 
experience and he has 
also changed his stock 
to provide more co-ordi¬ 
nated outfits. 

“We now do com¬ 
plete ranges by compa¬ 
nies like Saloos with 


by JAYNE 
ISAAC 


Start Afresh can deliver 
'outstanding' cleaning 


L ouise 

LEWIS, the 
founder of 
Start Afresh, deliv¬ 
ers outstanding 
cleaning for letting 
agents and their 
landlords through¬ 
out the Vale. 

Fully equipped, 
mobile teams of deep 
cleaning specialists guar¬ 
antee 100 per cent satis¬ 
faction. 

Start Afresh provides 
a level of service to suit 
all types of property, 
from studios to execu¬ 
tive homes and new 
builds. 

We can clean at a 
time to suit you, includ¬ 
ing out of hours and 
weekends. 


| ADVERTORIAL 

We quote on the day 
we visit, clean next day 
and do end of tenancy 
cleaning, 100 per cent 
satisfaction guaranteed. 

Ovens, carpets, win¬ 


dows, appliances, 
kitchens, bathrooms, 
showers, ceiling to floor 
deep cleaning - we do it 
all! 

For more information, 
please call Louise no on 
01446 790384; mobile: 
07964 179473. 



‘Start Afresh’ 

FOR ALL YOUR 
CLEANING SOLUTIONS 

From end of tenancy cleans to new builds. 

Call Louise Lewis - Cleaning Specialist 

Tel: 01446 790384 
Mobile: 07964 179473 


wc^c t?ouse 

COUNOOf liotel 




A special place to celebrate 
at Christmas and 
New Year’s Eve 

Black tie dinner dance and cabaret 

For details, contact 
Tel: 

01446 792406 

Email: 

enq@westhouse 
-hotel.co.uk 

Website: 

westhouse 
-hotel.co.uk 



skirt, trousers, top and 
jacket to match if they 
wish,” he said. 

“We have also kept 
our prices down - noth¬ 
ing costs more than £30, 
and price is going to be 
important this year with 
people facing increasing 
living costs.” 

He is also finding 
that jewellery sales are 
increasing. 

“We have expanded 
our range and of course, 
they make ideal gifts.” 

Tina Morgan of Rio 
ensures that the latest 
fashions are available 
with bright and beauti¬ 
ful showstopping collec¬ 
tions by Disigual, 
Darling, Traffic People, 
Pomodoro, with 
Lovelinks Jewellery 
accessories for the fin¬ 
ishing touches plus 
great handbags! 

Glamorous outfits are 
available in Jamima 
Bridal where owner 
Janet Moisan has 
expanded her range of 
ball gowns. 


“People are buying 
lots of party wear at the 
moment,” she reported. 
“They are going to glit¬ 
ter in a big way and I 
also stock sparkly shoes 
which are selling well. 

“I m not sure where 
the parties will be, but 
people are getting 
geared up for them.” 

She said that traders 
were awaiting develop¬ 
ments with The Precinct 
where it was hoped that 
some new lettings 
would take place to 
boost the range of shops 
in town. 

“We are in a state of 
limbo, really. We have 
the Boverton Road 
Regeneration coming on 
stream in the new year 
and this should boost 
the image of the town.” 

The scheme, which 
has been talked about 
for 10 years, will see 
new pavements and 
parking areas created 
along the main road, 
plus facilities for dis¬ 
abled drivers. 

“All the traders are 
on board with this and 
we should see some 
upgrades to individual 
premises as well,” she 


stated. “It should give 
the town a lift.” 

Llantwit Major offers 
a compact shopping 
area around Poundfield, 
with its free car park, 
and Boverton Road, 
stretching along East 
Street. 

The town has a love¬ 
ly book shop, two 
florists, gift shops, a 
chocolate shop, three 
charity shops, several 
pharmacies and jew¬ 
ellery shops - all of 
which provide excellent 
ideas for Christmas 
presents. 

Rainbow Plaza offers 
a wide range of goods, 
including toys and other 
gifts, and the food shops 
should be able to cater 
for festive food 
demands. 

So, with a few minor 
omissions, it is largely 
possible to satisfy your 
Christmas shopping 
needs in Llantwit and 
avoid the larger town 
centres - where parking 
is an expensive night¬ 
mare and where shops 
are so crowded there’s 
no pleasure in going 
into them. 


Crafts, a market, lanterns, all 
lead to big lights switch-on! 


L lantwit 

goes to town 
at Christmas 
with a craft favre, 
lantern parade and 
other activities to 
mark the switching 
on of the lights on 
December 4. 

The illuminations 
committee, which is a 
collaboration between 
the chamber of trade and 
the town council, is run¬ 
ning this event. Events 


get under way at 3pm 
with entertainment on 
the stage in The 
Precinct. 

During the day, there 
will be craft stalls and a 
farmers’ market at The 
Precinct and along 
B overton Road. A sepa¬ 
rate craft fayre also 
takes place at the 
Llantonian Hall. 

Difficulties in attract¬ 
ing people down to the 
old part of the town 
have caused organisers 
to change plans this 


Coldham & Co 

Incorporated Financial Accountants 


fi. 

We offer an accountancy service tailored 
to your individual needs which includes 
book-keeping, VAT, Accounts, Payroll, 

Tax Return preparation and filing on line. 
Evening appointments can be made if required or visits 
to your workplace - all to suit you. 

We are open Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm, ready and 
waiting to offer you a service that is something different, 
so give us a call on 01446 79386A 
Office: Unit 3, Commercial House, Commercial 
Street, Llantwit Major CF611RB 


PASTURES GREEN 

# More than just a florist... 
Come and see our 
new range of 
Christmas Gifts! 




Tel. 01446 793052 
4 Poundfield, 
LLANTWIT MAJOR, CF61 1DL 
www.pasturesgreenflorist.co.uk 


year. There will be no 
events at the Town Hall 
or old school. 

The fayre will be 
located in the car park 
next to the youth centre 
and the centre itself will 
host Father Christmas’s 
grotto and also a 
lantern- making work¬ 
shop. 

At 5pm, the lantern 
parade will set off from 
the youth centre, along 
with Father Christmas, 
and this may well wend 
its way through the old 
part of the town and up 
East Street, before arriv¬ 
ing at the Precinct for 
the switching on of the 
lights at 5.30pm. 

The lights will be 
switched on by Miss 
Wales - Courtenay 
Hamilton of St Donat’s, 
who has been taking 
part in Miss World out 
in China. 

After this, entertain¬ 
ment will continue until 
8 pm and anyone inter¬ 
ested in taking part 
should contact Janet 
Moisan on 07845 
161643. 

She said that they 
wanted more traditional, 
festive music this year 
up until the ceremony to 
set the tone for the 
event. Afterwards, there 
would be a chance for 
local rock bands and the 
like to take part. 

The lights are costing 
£6,000 this year - 
£2,500from the Vale 
and town councils and 
£1,000from N-Power. 



ABOVE: 

YUM! The Chocolate Box. 



NICKLEBY’S 

Bookstore 

General, Bargain and 
Second hand books. 

Book searches welcome 

Non-stock books ordered promptly! 

- Browsing is compulsory - 

6 Poundfield Precinct LLANTWIT MAJOR 

01446 795166 



OPEN: Mon-Thurs 8.30am-5.30pm, Friday 
8.30am-6pm, Saturday 8am - 5pm 

Compliments of the season to all our 
customers/friends 



18-19 


British RedCross 

Furniture & Electrical 

PLEASE 
come in to see 
our wonderful 
selection of 
nearly new 
furniture and 
electrical items 
at wonderful 
prices. 

Poundfield, Llantwit Major CF61 1DL. 

Telephone: 01446 793665. 
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Uantwit Major Limelight 
This Christmas 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 





ABOVE: 

The Flower Shop. 



Wanttoit Jflajor Cohni CounttI 


Exciting Street & 
Pop Dance Classes 


I LEARN ALL THE LATEST STREET I 
AND POP DANCE MOVES 
EVERY FRIDAY 
Llantwit Major Town Hall 
3yrs-5yrs, 4.30-5.30pm 
6yrs-10yrs, 5.30-6.30pm 
Adult Zumba, 6.30-7.30pm 
Also classes at: 

Barry, Penarth, Pyle, North Cornelly 

For further information | 

& class times 

07974 904181 1 

or visit www.popstarsdancestudios.co.uk 


Councillor Ralph Austin, Town Mayor and 
all Town Councillors wish Llantwit Major 
residents and visitors a Happy Christmas 
and a Prosperous 2011. 



Browsing is __ "76e 

Compulsory... CllOCOlate 


Box 


3 East Street, 

LLANTWIT 

MAJOR 


Continental & 
British Chocolates 
Greeting Cards, 
Gifts & Novelties 


Exclusive, hand-made, Belgian 
chocolates plus diabetic chocolates, 
biscuits and preserves too! 

• Large range of Welsh gifts 

• NEW Welsh language cards 

• Celtic Jewellery plus agent for 
‘Carrie Elsbeth’ 

Maureen Whiskerd has been 
tantalising tastebuds since 1997... 




Tel: 01446 792196 


J 




Bridal Gowns, Gino Cerruti Ball/Prom Gowns, 
Crystal Couture Shoes & Accessories, Mineral 
Makeup, Altitude Nail Varnish, Men’s Wear 
Hire & Evening/Day Suits all to be found at 

Jamima Bridal 

7 The Precinct, Llantwit Major 07845161643 
janet@jamimabridal.co.uk 
www.thevaleorganisers.co.uk 


r 


Llantwit Major 
Craft and Gift Fairs 
in the Llantonian Hall, 


(to the rear of the library car park) 

10am-4pm on Saturdays: 

20th November, 4th & 18th December 

Santa will be accompanying Clare Price, photogra¬ 
pher, to meet the children and have a photo taken on 
20th November & 18th December. Enjoy festive 
cheer, yummy snacks and gift inspiration. 


Enquiries, contact Peta Shields 
T:01656 890353 E:peta@peartreecott.co.uk 




Established 112 years 


YOUNGS BUTCHERS 





Free Range Turkeys 
Turkey 

Crowns/Butterflies, 
Ducks, Geese, Chickens, 
Welsh 

Beef, Pork, Lamb 
Hams and much more... 


A friendly, 
professional 
service and 
best quality 
cuts assured! 


Now taking CHRISTMAS orders 

> 10 Church St, Llantwit Major 

" Now Open: 8.30am-6pm 
Monday-Saturday 

Tel: 01446 792356 

Compliments of the season to 
all of our valued customers 



SLOANgCS 

This weeks offer! 

Coat Range 

up to ^ 

Half Price 

Lightly padded, wafer 
repellent coats. From 
only £15 (Limited Stock) 

Christmas party and gift 
range Now on Sale! 

We sell nothing over £30, 
get the quality and spend less. 

Open Sundays in December 10am - 4pm 

Monday - Saturday 10am - 4pm 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 
www.sloancompany.co.uk 



♦SP ^jflotoer 

The Florist for all occasions! 

* Bouquets, Arrangements, 
Hand-Tied Holly Wreaths and 
Christmas Decorations 
01446 792264 

2 Barons Close House, 

East Street, Llantwit Major 
Orders now being taken for Christmas 
Delivery service available 

Merry Christmas to all our customers! 


Ben’s Barbers 



of Llantwit Major 

Good Barbers Guide - 
one of only 3 in Wales! 

Prices from List: 

Gents dry cut £7.00 

Child from £6.00 
Senior Citizen £4.50 

Beard Trim £3.00 


Open: 

CHRISTMAS 

WEEK 

Monday-Thursday 


* Hairstyling 

* Patterns 
from £12 

* Hot Towel 


8.30am - 7pm 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
8.30am - 4pm 


•Wet Shaves 
£15 


No appointments necessary 


Commercial St, LLANTWIT MAJOR 

^ 01446 795856 


Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Late Night Thursdays 
Saturdays 8.30am - 4.00pm 

OPEN 6 DAYS - Please call soon... 



The ‘Plaice’ to go for good quality traditional 


FISH & CHIPS 

Check out our home-made fishcakes, 
speciality sauces and other menu extras 

Shop 4, Boverton Road 
BOVERTON, Llantwit Major 
01446 792561 

Open: Monday - Thursday 11,45am-1,30pm; 5pm-1 Opm; 
Friday and Saturday 11.45pm-2pm; 5pm-1 Opm. 


Party Season... 
Plan Ahead! 




Perfect Fit 

alterations to suit you 

Gaynor 

professional dressmaker 

22 heol ger-y-felin 
llantwit major 
cftSl 2xa 
tel no. 01446 796284 
mobile: 07766 880498 
e-mail: gmcondo@hotmail.co.uk 


PC of Mind 

PCofMIND offers a wide range of 
computer services for domestic and busi¬ 
ness clients. For new computers, laptops, 
repairs, upgrades, networking, internet 
problems, come and see us. We can help. 

We always strive to provide the best possible customer 
service, with good, understandable advice. Home or office 
visits are available, usually wit hin a day of your call. 

If you buy a new PC or laptop, data transfer, delivery 
and set up in your home or office is included in the price. 

So whatever you need for your computer, try 
PCofMind, Llantwit Major 01446 796171; Pencoed 
01656860773. 


New Systems from £475 
Laptops from £380 

New computer prices include data transfer 
Delivery & Set-up in your own home 
Repairs, upgrades, 
whatever you need for your PC 
Used PCs ana laptops also available 

01446 796171 
01656 860773 www.pcofmind.biz 



| ANDY CARS 

of Llantwit Major 
and COWBRIDGE 
Private Hire Taxis 



In the age of businesses going to the wall and 
companies closing down, there is one in our community 
that is expanding - Andy Cars of Llantwit Major is a 
business that is going from strength to strength. 

The company, established in 2002, with just one driver, 
Andrew Brown, who since starting has endeavoured to 
offer customers high quality service and a friendly local 
driver, that they will come back to time after time. 

We are able to provide a wide range 
of services within the community: 

• 2 Eight Seater Minibuses 

• 2 Six Seater Cars 

• 2 Four Seater Cars 

With regular custom throughout the Vale, we cover 
airports and seaports 24 hours a day - these require 
advance booking. 

As we are getting more business in the Cowbridge area, 
we now have a six seater car based in the town, keeping 
costs down for the residents and improving our support 
to all our customers.With the car based in Cowbridge, 
pick ups are shortened to improve our service to local 
residents. We cover daily runs to the shops, doctors and 
dentists, however, will cover anything you require.We 
welcome customer feedback to enable us to improve 
our service. 

For a Door to Door Service Contact: Andy Cars 

01446 796777 

Email: andrew.brownOl @btconnect.com 
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CAB merger row heats up 

'VALLEY SHOULD HAVE ITS AUTONOMY’ 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

FURTHER meetings will 
be taking place to draw up 
a business plan stating how 
the two bureaux will oper¬ 
ate. 

Staff in Maesteg, who had sent 
a letter to Maesteg Town Council 
last month outlining their con¬ 
cerns, have had a meeting to 
update them on what’s happen¬ 
ing. 

They have now written a sec¬ 
ond letter to the council stating 
that they feel more confident 
about the future of services in 
both Maesteg and Bridgend. 

Coun Phil Jenkins, who is the 
town council’s delegate to the 
Maesteg CAB, reported that talks 
were still on-going. He said that 
he was unhappy about calling the 
new bureau Bridgend County 
CAB, but it seemed to be a fait 
accompli. 

“There may be funding issues 
and if they do not come to a 
merger agreement, it may be 
detrimental to the Maesteg 
bureau,” he warned. “This merg¬ 
er seems to be led by NACAB 
(the national body) and BCBC.” 

He said that there was talk of 
appointing a district manager to 
oversee the merged bureaux and 
in his view, that would create a 


new tier of management. 

He also warned that Bridtgend 
could swallow up a dispropor¬ 
tionate amount of the money 
because their premises in 
Dunraven Place cost four times 
as much to rent as the Maesteg 
premises. 

“I still think that the valley 
should have its autonomy,” he 
added. 

Coun Ross Thomas said that it 
was regrettable that the council 
found itself in this position. 

“Given the economic situa¬ 
tion, more and more people are 
using the CAB, especially in 
Maesteg, compared to Bridgend. 
Just look at the area we live in to 
see the effects of the recession. 

“I hope that the service in 
Maesteg continues to a high stan¬ 
dard.” 

Coun Steve Smith expressed 
concerns about the future of the 
outreach in Caerau, which is run 
by Maesteg CAB. 

Coun Phil John said it was his 
understanding that the outreaches 
operated by both bureaux, includ¬ 
ing one in the Garw, would 
remain. 

“The gun that they have to our 
heads is moral and immoral,” he 
said. “They are insinuating that 
there may be cuts in funding 
unless we support this merger. 

“I cannot see the need for it, 


even though they are saying we 
will have some autonomy. We 
must await future develop¬ 
ments.” 

Coun Smith asked how money 
would be saved if they intended 
to keep both bureaux open and 
run all services. 

Coun Terry Mizen said he felt 
as confused as Coun Smith. 

“This has been around for a 
long time and they have tried to 
get us to merge with Bridgend 
many times in the past,” he said. 

“We have an excellent organi¬ 
sation in Maesteg and it has an 
excellent relationship with the 
community. We do not want to 
jeopardise that. 

“I want them to understand out 
position as a town council when 
they make their decisions. Our 
council policy is to resist merger. 
Once they have made their deci¬ 
sion, it will be too late. We must 
tell them now, 

“If we agree to a merger in 
whatever form, it will come back 
on us and we could lose our CAB 
in Maesteg. It may be next year 
or the year after, or it could be in 
five years. Our delegates must 
understand our position when the 
decision is being made.” 

The meeting agreed to dele¬ 
gate Coun Jenkins to oppose the 
merger and make their views 
known to the CAB board. 


Family memories of Rebecca 

On the day of the funeral of Rebecca Aylward (see page 1 story) her family has chosen 
to share these photographic memories of a young girl whose life was tragically cut short. 



ABOVE: Rebecca (left) aged five, ABOVE: Rebecca grew to be a teenager 

with her sister Jessica (right) aged three. with a ready smile and a bright future. 


Civic fund under review 


PORTHCAWL 
Town Council has 
set up a working 
group to look at the 
operation of the 
mayor’s Civic fund. 

Coun Chris Smart 
moved that it be formed. 
He said the largest 
amount raised by the 
fund was £7,000, which 
was achieved some 
years ago when Coun 
Rosemary Deere was 
mayor. 

“Since then, we have 
not reached that sum 
again. I would like us to 
try and bring some fresh 
ideas and new blood to 
this group. 

“There is no criticism 
at all of those who work 
so hard for this fund. 

“They have done and 
are doing an excellent 
job, but we should see if 
we can try some new 
things to raise extra 
money.” 

Coun Smart said that 
he would love to see the 
fund reach £10,000 each 
year. All the money 


goes to charities in the 
town and in my view, 
the way that a town rais¬ 
es funds for charity is 
the sign of a caring and 
compassionate society.” 

The working group 
has been formed con¬ 
sisting of the current 
mayor, Coun Mary 
Emment Lewis; deputy 
mayor Barbara Stubbs, 
Coun Smart, and Coun 
Alana Davies for 
Labour. 

The Liberal 


Democrats were invited 
to nominate a delegate, 
but declined. 

The working group 
has not yet met but it is 
inviting people with 
new ideas to get 
involved with the 
mayor’s fund. 

“This is non-politi¬ 
cal,” added Coun Smart. 
“It is the mayor of the 
day, from whichever 
party, who decides 
which charities receive 
the money.” 


Maesteg U3A’s 
guest speaker 

THE monthly meeting of Maesteg U3A 
takes place on Tuesday, November 30, at 
2.30pm in Central Church. 

The guest speaker this month is Dr Graham 
Humphreys, whose subject will be ‘Maesteg to 
Mongolia ’. 

There will also be information on the interest 
groups and a chance to speak with some of the group 
leaders and convenors. 

All are welcome to attend and enjoy a cup of tea 
or coffee. Admission is free. This is the second 
monthly meeting of the Maesteg branch of the 
University of the Third Age. 


Family meet coroner 
over Thai air crash 


A MAESTEG couple were attending a 
pre-inquest hearing today (Thursday) 
into the death of their only son. 

Margaret and Richard Collins of Neath Road 
travelled to Grantham in Lincolnshire where the 
full inquest into the death of their son Alex will be 
held. 

Alex was one of six Britons killed in the autumn 
of 2007 when he was involved in a plane crash. 

Alex and his girlfriend, Bethan Jones from 
Rhondda, were travelling on a Boeing MD-82 air¬ 
craft owned by the budget airline One Two Go, 
which crashed at Phuket in Thailand in strong 
winds and heavy rains. It was travelling from 
Bangkok. 

The pre-inquest hearing into all six deaths is 
being conducted by Stuart Fisher, Coroner for West 
Lincolnshire, Spilsby and Louth. It is expected to 
set a date and venue for the full inquest. 

It is understood that the inquest will take place in 
Lincolnshire, because two of the couples killed 
were from Scunthorpe. 

The families are represented by law firm 
Stewarts Law. Spokesman James Healy-Pratt, head 
of aviation at the firm, said that the airline involved 
was “low cost, low safety.” 

He went on: “Action was successfully and swift¬ 
ly taken by us on behalf of the British families in 
the US courts and the EU Commission to bring a 
stop to their unsafe practices.” 

The coroner may make recommendations at the 


Porthcawl Rotary’s first 
Christmas tree festival 


MORE than 50 
Christmas trees will 
form a magnificent 
display in All Saints 
Church, Porthcawl, 
and the festival will 
be open from 
11.30am to 5pm. 

At 12 noon on 
December 8, Col Canto 
will entertain and the 
following day will end 
with a musical evening 
with Sounds Familiar, 
Silk (from the Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School) 
and three school choirs 
at 7pm. 

Rotary spokesman 


Tudor Ralph said: 
“Refreshments will be 
available and a raffle 
held to help in raising 
funds for local charities. 

“A programme will 
be available for a dona¬ 
tion of 50 pence if 
required, but entrance to 
the festival will be free 
of charge. 

“This will be a fun- 
filled event leading up 
to the magical day of 
Christmas. 

“Please help us to 
make this a successful 
event by visiting the fes¬ 
tival as often as you 
can, ” he added. 


WE ARE NOW ONLINE! 

You can read your GEM online - 
just log onto 

www.bridgend-today.co.uk or 
www.porthcawl-today. co. uk 


Call for council action 
over Blackmill bends 


A PETITION calling for 
measures to improve safety 
on the Blackmill bends has 
been gathered. 

The petition was started by former 
Ogmore valley resident Keith Collier, 
in the wake of the tragic accident 
which killed two young men from the 
valley. 

Mr Collier, who now lives in 
Tondu, said that he used to live in 
Nantymoel and still has business inter¬ 
ests in the valley. 

“I drive along this road frequently 
and I have been concerned for some 
time about a number of issues, includ¬ 
ing that of sheep straying onto the 
road. 

“I would like the council to 
approach local farmers to ensure that 
their fields are properly fenced before 
these sheep cause a fatal accident.” 

Mr Collier said he knew that sheep 
were not to blame for the most recent 
tragedy, but there was the potential for 
further accidents. 

He said: “I also think that the coun¬ 
cil should consider taking away some 
of the worst bends because if people 
drive too fast, they lose control as they 
go around them. 

“It would not take a lot to carry that 


out.” 

The petition, which has more than 
100 signatures, is to be presented to 
BCBC shortly. 

BCBC carried out a scheme to high¬ 
light safety issues along this road by 
introducing red zones and other line 
markings. They also introduced a 
40mph speed limit. 

Mr Collier said that many people 
were too upset to sign the petition as it 
came so close on the heels of the acci¬ 
dent. 

A spokesman for BCBC said that 
they were continuing to liaise closely 
with South Wales Police as they inves¬ 
tigate the circumstances that led to the 
recent accident. 

The statement continued: “The 
A4061 between Bryncethin and 
Blackmill has been the subject of 
extensive road safety measures in 
recent years. 

“The speed limit has been reduced 
from 60mph to 40mph and additional 
high visibility signage and road mark¬ 
ings have been introduced. 

“These were recently upgraded fol¬ 
lowing road resurfacing works. 

“Our thoughts are with the family 
and friends of all those who have been 
affected by this sad event. ” 


full inquest, which will be forwarded to the Thai 
authorities. 

Alex and Bethan met as students at Cardiff 
University and had just completed their degrees. 
They were setting out on a gap year and were only 
days into the break when the accident took place. 

Mr and Mrs Collins, who run a clothes shop in 
Maesteg, have set up the Garnwen Trust in memory 
of Alex, which has raised thousands of pounds for 
charity so far. JAYNE ISAAC 


PLANNING IN 
BRIDGEND 


Mr N Thomas - 12 
Mary Street, Porthcawl 

- Hoarding on side of 
building. 

Primesight Ltd - 1 King 
Edward Street, 

Blaengarw - Internally 
illuminated wall mount¬ 
ed display unit. 

Mr J Devereux - 9 Swn 
yr Adar, Penyfai - Fell 
one lime tree. 

Mr Anthony Wickham 
Site adjacent to Three 
Horse Shoes, Lamb 
Row, South Cornelly - 
Pair of semi-detached 
two-bedroom houses and 
detached two-bedroom 
bungalow on site of for¬ 
mer public house. 

Mr N Thomas - 12 
Mary Street, Porthcawl 

- Ground floor and first 
floor rear extension. 

Mrs D Goule - 
Southdown, 84 Beach 
Road, Porthcawl - 
Replace/extend existing 
external balcony with 
new balcony. 

Miss Anne Barrett - 136 
Ffordd y Parc, 
Litchard - The Old 
Post House, 

Commercial Street, 
Nantymoel - Change of 
use from commercial to 
domestic (residential). 


Mr A Jay - 38 Wernlys 
Road, Penyfai - New 

front porch/shower 
room. 

Mr C R and Mrs C 
Handley - 20 

Newbridge Gardens, 
Bridgend - Two storey 
side extension and rear 
conservatory. 

Mr Mark Thomas - 47 
Metcalfe Street, 

Maesteg - Detached 
garage to rear garden. 

Mr G Jarvis - 31 Gian y 
Nant, Tondu - Proposed 
log cabin. 

Mr Ramsahye - 2 

Heather Close, Sarn - 
Tiled roof storm porch to 
front elevation. 

Mrs S Williams-Holder 
- 24 Ffordd Haearn, 
Tondu - PVC conserva¬ 
tory to rear. 

Mr P Lang - 3 Heol yr 
Enfys, Cefn Glas - Side 
extension. 

Mr A Butler - 9 Alma 
Road, Maesteg - Two 
storey extension to rear 
of property for kitchen 
and bedroom. 

Mr D Thomas - 24 
Cherry Tree Avenue, 
Porthcawl 

Kitchen/diner extension 
to rear of property. 


Three Piece Suites (Leather & Fabric) • Beds 


The I 

Hairy Bloke 

DISCOUNT FURNITURE 


MASSIVE 
STOCK 
CLEARANCE 

Any sensible 
offer considered. 

Take it home today 
or Next Day Delivery 

next to PC World 

CULVERHOUSE CROSS , 

CARDIFF CF56 6XW 


« Telephone: V j>4vsy I 

1 02920 670691 ? 

OfQ 

• Three Piece Suites (Leather & Fabric) • Beds ™ 
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The communities of Cefh Cribwr and 
Hill remember and honour the fallen 
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Kenfig 

heroes 



PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN 

THE Remembrance service in Cefn 
Cribwr was carried out in Calvary 
English Baptist Chapel and at the War 
Memorial Shelter. 

The service was conducted by Pastor Ken Adams 
and the parade was marshalled by Ship’s Captain 
Malcolm Reynolds. 

The parade assembled outside Calvary English 
Baptist Chapel and marched with banners to the 
Memorial Shelter. 

The service was held at the Memorial. The 
Exhortation and The Kohima Epitaph were said by 
Captain Malcolm Reynolds 

Organisatins laying wreaths included: Royal 
British Legion, Cefn Cribwr Branch; Coun Ceri 
Griffiths, Chairman of Cefn Cribwr Community 
Council; South Wales Police; Cefn Cribwr 
Community Association; Cefn Cribwr Primary 
School; Cefn Cribwr Labour Party; Cefn Cribwr 
Athletic Club; Cefn Cribwr Bowls Club; Boys Club 
of Wales; Cefn Gardening Club; Royal Antidilivian 
Order of Buffaloes; Bethlehem Life Centre. 

The Roll of Honour was read from the memorial 
plaques by Mr. Alan Stenner, the president of the 
Royal British Legion, Cefn Cribwr Branch. 

The concluding hymn was ‘O God our help in 
ages past’. 






PHOTOGRAPHS by 
KEITH E MORGAN 


THE Remembrance service in Kenfig 
Hill was carried out in St Theodore’s 
Church and at the War Memorial, Top 
Cross. 

The service was conducted by Canon Richard 
Hanford, Surrey County Chaplain to the Royal 
British Legion and formerly Chaplain RN. 

Banner representatives outside St Theodore’s 
Church after the service and prior to the 
Remembrance Parade included Canon Richard 
Hanford, Coun Pauline James (chairman of Pyle 
Community Council), Luke Ellis (representing 
Carwyn Jones AM)., Eric Harris (president of The 
Royal British Legion, Kenfig Hill and District 
branch, and Flying Officer Gary Goodward 
(parade marshall). 

Wreaths were laid at the Cenotaph by: Pyle 
Community Council; The Royal British Legion; 
Submarines Association; Kenfig Hill and District 
Male Voice Choir; RAF.A; Air Training Corp.; 
Police; Fire Service; Kenfig Hill RFC; Pyle RFC; 
Labour Club; Cynffig Comprehensive School; 
Bridgend Liberal Democrats; Girl Guides; Cubs; 
Brownies; Beavers; Rainbows; K.P.C.; The Talbot 
Centre. 

The ‘Last Post’ and ‘Reveille’ were played on 
the comet by Mr Charles Griffiths off the Royal 
British Legion. 

The Exhortation and The Kohima Epitaph were 
said by Eric Harris, president of The Royal British 
Legion, Kenfig Hill and District branch 




A time 
for quiet 
reflection 
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Organiser ‘proud’ after biggest-ever turn-out 
for Bridgend’s Remembrance Sunday parade 



THE chairman of the Bridgend branch 
of the Royal British Legion, Major 
Wayne Morgan MBE, told The GEM 
how “proud” he was at the number of 
people who attended Remembrance 
Sunday in Bridgend. 

He said: “We thought last year was the 
biggest, but there were even more people this 
year. Dunraven Place was absolutely packed!” 

The crowds were addressed by Major 
Morgan, and the service was conducted by the 
Rev Barrie Williams, the Legion’s chaplain. 

The parade was marshalled by Ray Gorringe 
as it made its way from the Embassy car park 
to the Cenotaph. 

Bridgend AM Carwyn Jones was obliged to 
send a representative this year, as his First 
Minister duties required him to be in Cardiff. 






Photographs by 

MANDY THOMAS 


(Available for purchase, 
telephone 07974 518347) 

These and other pictures of the event 
can he viewed on 

www. mandythomasphotography.co. uk 
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Porthcawl exhibition 
helps Army charities 



ABOVE: Silures members who have contributed to the exhibition. 



A NEW exhibition 
at the Silures 
Gallery, Porthcawl, 
entitled ‘Heroes 
and Poppies’ by 
Patricia Mears and 
the Silures Art 
Group, is being 
held in aid of Help 
for Heroes and the 
Royal British 
Legion. 

At the opening, 
Patricia Mears said: 
“It is at times like this 
that we say thank you 
to the British Legion 
and the Help for 
Heroes charity for all 
the help and support 
they give our brave 
servicemen and 
women and their fami¬ 
lies.” 

The exhibition was 
opened by Col David 
Cox. 

Patricia said: 
“Heroes has been 
exhibited in several 
galleries but this exhi¬ 
bition is special, as it 


coincides with 
Remembrance Day 
and the Silures Art 
Group has been busy 
painting and making 
poppies that are 
included in the exhibi¬ 
tion. 

“I have never expe¬ 
rienced a soldier’s life 
so I can only paint as a 
soldier’s mum. Both of 
my sons have been in 
the Army for several 
years and have served 
in Northern Ireland, 
Bosnia, Kosovo, 
Macedonia, Albania 
and Iraq. At the time 
of writing they are 
training for 
Afghanistan. 

“Heroes includes a 
series of paintings 
based on the photo¬ 
graphs taken by my 
sons, their friends and 
fellow soldiers, togeth¬ 
er with other work 
inspired by images in 
the press and on TV. 

“The exhibition is 
for all our brave ser¬ 
vicemen and women of 


all ranks and service, 
land, sea or air, front 
line action or in sup¬ 
port. Those injured 
need our extra love 
and support. They 
have all given so much 
for our country and 
the opportunity to 
develop the Heroes 
exhibition seemed like 
a good idea. 

“At present, I intend 
to exhibit the original 
paintings and hope to 
sell mounted prints 
and cards of the paint¬ 
ings, selling the origi¬ 
nals at a later date. 

“All proceeds from 
sales will be donated to 
Help for Heroes and 
the British Legion.” 

The exhibition runs 
at the Silures Gallery, 
South Road, Porthcawl 
at weekends 11am- 
4.30pm. The artwork is 
also scheduled to be 
shown at the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl in 
January IFebruary 
2011 . 


Fuzzy Logic’s charity target 


FUZZY LOGIC - a group of workers at 
a Pencoed IT company (pictured right), 
are growing their moustaches and facial 
hair in aid of The Prostate Cancer 
Charity (TPCC) and Everyman, as part 
of the Movember Foundation. 

An initial target of £100 was smashed within 
the first 10 days of collecting donations and they 
are now setting their sights on raising £300 
between them. 

In the UK, 36,000 men are diagnosed with 
prostate cancer every year. It will affect one in 10 
males during their lifetimes and is the most com¬ 
mon cancer in men. One member of the team, 
Kristoff Geil suffered the loss of his partner’s 
grandfather in early November. 

Other members of the team are affected too, 
with close male relatives diagnosed. 

As part of the Movember Foundation’s initia¬ 
tive, group members have all agreed to not shave 
their moustaches throughout the whole month of 
November and are providing updates and pictorial 
evidence by way of their blog at http.V/uk.movem- 
ber. com/mospace/525118/. 

Team captain Paul Beardwell from Bridgend, 
said: “What started as a small bit of fun within 
the office has now gathered pace and is surprising 
us all. We have had messages of support and peo¬ 
ple viewing the blog from all over the country, 
it’s great.” 



Rhys Minard. Kristoff Geil. Paul Beardwell 


Octogenarian with the travel 
bug scores a double triumph 

SNAP! Michael 
(aged 80 ) makes 
the front page..! 



LEFT: 

Patricia Mears 
with one of the 
paintings 
inspired by 
her sons y 
photographs 
from war-torn 
parts of the 
world. 


PHOTOS 

by 

MANDY 

THOMAS 



A BRIDGEND man 
has been chosen to 
supply the striking 
cover photograph 
used by a national 
travel company on 
its latest brochure. 

In fact, for Michael 
Eady, who lives in 
Bridgend, and is a cus¬ 
tomer at Thomson’s 
Cowbridge branch, it 
was a double triumph, 
because the same photo 
was chosen as part of a 
‘giant travel book’ - 
and he was able to see 
the image when it was 
exhibited at 20 ft wide 
and 14 ft high. 

It all started when Mr 
Eady, an 80-year-old 
who still has the travel¬ 


ling bug, visited north¬ 
ern India, close to the 
Tibetan border. 

After visiting a hill¬ 
top monastery, he met 
some monks on the way 
down, and took a pho¬ 
tograph of one of the 
monks, deep in concen¬ 
tration as he looked into 
the far distance. 

When he came home, 
he entered the image 
into a competition 
where the prize was to 
be part of ‘The World’s 
largest photobook’. 

An old London 
Brewery was used to 
unveil the book, where 
each page was repro¬ 
duced in giant size (20ft 
x 14ft). 


When he arrived on 
opening night, Mr Eady 
discovered that he had 
been chosen as the 
book cover - and there 
was another surprise in 
store for him! 

The travel company 
Thomson had been 
studying the entries, 
and wanted to use his 
image for the front 
cover of their latest 
‘Adventure Holiday’ 
brochure - a brochure 
that has a print run of 
more than 80,000, and 
will be seen all over the 
UK. 

Mr Eady served 26 
years in the RAF before 
retiring in 1974. He 
then became a profes¬ 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


sional photographer, 
with studios in Llantwit 
Major and Maesteg. 

He told The GEM: 

“It was quite a thrill 
when I went to London 
and saw the photo in 
such a giant format. 

“It was a breath-tak¬ 
ing exhibition, with 
every ‘page’ of the 
‘photobook’ reproduced 
so big. 

“To then find that 
Thomson’s wanted to 
use it was a real thrill.” 

As a result, Mr Eady 
has framed his picture, 
and has given it to the 
Cowbridge branch of 
Thomson, where the 
staff will raffle it for 
charity. 

The branch manager, 
Carolyn Reeves, said; 
“We support a charity 
called the Family 
Holiday Association, 
which has caravans 
around the UK where 
families in need can go 
for a holiday. 

“It is a fantastic pic¬ 
ture, so I hope that we 
will sell plenty of raffle 
tickets!” 

Michael Eady does 
not look anywhere near 
80, and he plans plenty 
more trips with his 
camera. 

He said: “My photo 
is on the ‘Adventure 
Holiday’ brochure, and 
I am particularly inter¬ 
ested in their trip to 
Vietnam!” 
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RHOOSE REMEMBERS THEM 


THE villages of Rhoose, Penmark and 
Porthkerry observed Remembrance Day 
with a procession, which started at 
Rhoose Post Office and continued 
through the village to the War Memorial, 
at the Stewart Road Community Centre. 

There, the Rev David Treharne conducted 
the service, which began with the reading of the 
rolls of honour of the parishes of Penmark and 



Porthkerry. The Exhortation was spoken and 
the Last Post sounded. 

A two-minute silence was observed, followed 
by Reveille. 

Wreaths were laid before the War Memorial 
and the national anthems were sung. The serv¬ 
ice continued inside the community centre with 
prayers, readings and hymns, accompanied on 
the piano by Mrs Heather Jenkins. 





Ambulance hero saved man from burning car near 
Dinas Powys - just seconds before it exploded! 



LEFT (left to right): 
Paramedic Phil Thomas; 
Julie Philips of award spon¬ 
sors Physio-Control; Grant 
Elgar (pilot); Angela 
Hughes (Wales Air 
Ambulance chair); and 
Barry paramedic Gareth 
Williams. 

RIGHT: 

Paramedic Dafydd Dennis 
with Baroness Browning 
and Stuart Fletcher, the 
Welsh Ambulance Service 
chair. 



AN off-duty ambu¬ 
lance hero has been 
presented with a 
major national 
award in a special 
ceremony at the 
House of Lords 
after he dragged an 
injured man from a 
burning car near 
Dinas Powys 

moments before it 
exploded. 

Ambulance techni¬ 
cian Dafydd Dennis 
received the prestigious 
Ambulance Services 
Institute Award in the 
‘ambulance technician’ 
category. 

The 27-year-old from 
Cardiff had already 
received a special brav¬ 
ery award from the 
Welsh Ambulance 
Service for his coura¬ 
geous conduct in the 
incident. 

The ASI ceremony is 
traditionally held at the 
Palace of Westminster 
and the Welsh 
Ambulance Services 
took no fewer than four 
of the 12 categories, 
with other winners in the 
Paramedic, Air 

Ambulance Team and 
Military awards, while 
two women from 
Swansea received the 
public spirited award 
after being nominated 
by the Welsh Ambulance 
Service. 

Former Royal Marine 
Dafydd was presented 
with his award by 
Baroness Browning of 


Whimple, at a glittering 
ceremony also attended 
by Welsh Ambulance 
Services chairman 
Stuart Fletcher. 

Mr Fletcher said: “To 
take five of the 12 
awards is an extraordi¬ 
nary achievement and 
shows the calibre of the 
staff we have serving the 
people of Wales. 

“The bravery of staff 
like Dafydd has been 
quite outstanding, and 
the baroness said she felt 
very humbled by their 
courage and sense of 
duty. 

“The awards are high¬ 
ly sought after and there 
were a high number of 
nominations from ambu¬ 
lance services from 
across the UK so this has 
been a remarkable 
achievement and one we 
can be very proud of.” 

Dafydd was keen to 
play down his outstand¬ 
ing bravery and said: “It 
was a magical occasion 
and one I was fortunate 
to celebrate with so 
many colleagues. 

“However, there were 
people receiving awards 
for acts of bravery far 
greater than the incident 
for which I was hon¬ 
oured. I was humbled to 
be among such coura¬ 
geous people, to be hon¬ 
est. 

“The whole occasion 
was a fantastic experi¬ 
ence and the House of 
Lords as a setting made 
it all seem very special.” 

Dafydd was driving 
home in the early hours 


of a Wednesday 
morning in April after a 
10-hour shift when he 
came upon debris on the 
Barry to Dinas Powys 
road where a car had 
gone off the road and 
down a bank near a 
bridge. 

He said: “I stopped 
and spotted a glow on 
the right hand side 
which turned out to be a 
vehicle on fire. 

“I pulled my car over 
to warn other traffic and 
then I scrambled down 
to the overturned vehi¬ 
cle, which was on fire, 
and I saw there was 
someone inside. 

“I called 999 and 
asked for fire, police and 
ambulance and then 
pulled open the door and 
dragged a man out. 

“A couple of other 
people had arrived at the 
scene and they shone my 
torch down so I could 
see what I was doing. 

“The car was right on 
the edge of the river 
bank and after I had 
pulled the driver out 
through the window and 
up the bank, he seemed 
to indicate there could 
be someone else in the 
car. 

“I went back down 
and had to submerge 
myself in the river to 
check the passenger 
side, but it was clear. 

“It was lucky for him 
I was on that road 
because I’d forgotten it 
was closed further on. If 
I’d remembered I’d have 
gone home to Cardiff by 


a different route.” 

Police Constable 
Russell Barnett, who 
attended the scene, said: 
“Despite the vehicle 
being ablaze and the 
obvious risks to himself 
Dafydd climbed down 
the embankment and 
dragged the driver from 
the vehicle and up the 
embankment to safety. 

“Having spent 15 
years as a firefighter and 
seven as a police officer 
I have been privileged to 
witness numerous acts 
of courage. 

“However, this inci¬ 
dent stands out as one of 
the most exceptional 
acts of heroism I have 
been a witness to.” 

Alun Harris, acting 
locality ambulance offi¬ 
cer for the Vale, said: 


“This was incredible 
bravery by someone 
who had just done a 10- 
hour shift - but, know¬ 
ing Dafydd, it’s just 
what I would have 
expected from him. 

“That’s the sort of 
guy he is. He’s an ex- 
Royal Marine and he’s 
been with us for 18 
months and he’s very fit 
and strong. 

“He’s also had a letter 
from the father of the 
man he saved, who I 
think would have died 
but for his actions. 

“Seconds later, the 
car exploded in a ball of 
fire and was completely 
burnt out. 

“This was at 2am on a 
dark morning on a 
deserted, unlit road and 
Dafydd actually went 


down to the car which 
could have exploded at 
any time - not once, but 
twice.” 

Paramedics Gareth 
Williams, from Barry, 
and Phil Thomas, from 
Pembroke, and pilot 
Grant Elgar received the 
Air Ambulance Crew of 
the Year award for their 
actions in saving a man 
horrifically injured 
when a pressurized bar¬ 
rel exploded at business 
premises in Bridgend. 

The Public Spirited 
Award went to Wendy 
Rowe and Marian 
Roberts, of Swansea, 
whose prompt perform¬ 
ance of CPR saved the 
life of a fellow member 
of a church congrega¬ 
tion when he collapsed 
with a heart attack. 



ABOVE: The Air Ambulance Team of the Year - paramedic Gareth 
Williams, pilot Grant Elgar and paramedic Phil Thomas. 


How a young 
boy's seedling 
(20 years ago) 
became this 
year's Penarth 
Christmas tree 



ABOVE: Ed’s Christmas tree at the centre of 
Penarth, which is ready to be lit up as 
part of the seasonal festivities. 


by TIM CHAPMAN 


THE Christmas 
tree centrepiece of 
Penarth’s festive 
celebrations is 
thanks to a 12- 
year-old schoolboy, 
who planted a 
seedling in his bed¬ 
room 20 years ago. 

That schoolboy, Ed 
Hayes, is now a 32- 
year-old accountant, 
who works in Cardiff, 
but lives in Penarth. 

He explained: “The 
Penarth Christmas tree 
was once a seedling in a 
pot a few inches high on 
my bedroom window 
sill. 

“At the time, I was 
living with my parents 
in Cyncoed. 

“Eventually, the 
seedling grew and 
became too big for the 
bedroom and we 
replanted in the garden 
outside. 

“For years, nothing 
happened. It was a bit of 
a joke and remained at 
three feet high for what 
seemed forever. 

“Then one summer, I 
came back from univer¬ 
sity and it was suddenly 
taller than me. It must 
have been biding its 
time. 

“Every time I came 
back after that, it 
seemed to double in 
height. 

“Eventually, it grew 
to a height greater than 
the apex of the roof of 
my parents’ house, and 
began to dominate the 
garden.” 

It was at that point 
that Ed and his parents, 
Gareth and Sara, began 
to think that the tree had 
overstayed its welcome. 

Inspiration struck, 
and the family decided 


to donate it to the 
Penarth Christmas fes¬ 
tivities. 

Accordingly, the tree 
was removed from its 
20-year home in 
Cyncoed and erected on 
the main roundabout in 
Penarth town centre, 
where it will be lit up 
over Christmas. 

Ed added: “On 
Sunday night my par¬ 
ents and I took a drive 
round it and it looked 
really nice - although it 
appeared smaller in an 
open space.” 

Penarth Town 
Council, Penarth Police 
and Penarth Youth 
Project are continuing 
their partnership in stag¬ 
ing a Christmas parade 
and switching-on event 
that will take place dur¬ 
ing the afternoon and 
early evening of 
Sunday, November 28. 

The parade will leave 
West House at 2pm and 
the theme is ‘A Magical 
Christmas in Penarth’. 

Coun Anthony Ernest 
said “We want to 
encourage individuals, 
families, groups, 
schools, churches, busi¬ 
nesses and organisations 
to dress up as their 
favourite characters and 
join in the parade. 

“The aim is to create 
a showcase spectacular 
to celebrate the begin¬ 
ning of the Christmas 
festivities and to bring 
camaraderie and a sense 
of fun to the town.” 

Lots of entertainment 
is promised throughout 
the day, including 
Father Christmas mak¬ 
ing an appearance on a 
specially-designed float. 
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Ceri & Jayne welcome you to 
their 6th Christmas Celebrations 

Christmas Party menus 

available for lunchtimes & evenings 

Back by popular demand our 

Boxing Day Special Set Menu 

All Main Meals £5 

The January Big Saver Menu 

will be back from Tuesday 4th January 
Available 12.00 noon - 2.30pm 
Tuesday - Saturday 

£6 Main Course. £2 Starter & £2 Dessert 


Telephone: 01446 750913 
greendragoninn99 @ aol.com 
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Christmas 
Bonanza Menu 

3-Course Lunchtime Menu - 
Only £ 16.95 per person 
served 12-2.30pm Mon-Sat 


3-Course Evening Menu - 
Only £ 19.95 per person 
served 6-9pm Mon-Sat 


New Year’s Eve 

Casino Royale 

An evening with Champagne & Canapes 
on arrival, professional croupier Casino 
along with a luxurious buffet - Limited 
Spaces - only £24.95 per person (adults only) 


Festive Fun Marquee & 
Function Room Available for 
Private Parties & Celebrations 

To Book • Call Us: 01 446 710229 


‘IT’S ALL ABOUT QUALITY OF LIFE!’ 


^ DEMO’S BARBER SHOP 

Est 1999 

7 Fontygary Road, Rhoose, 

Yale of Glamorgan CF62 3DR 
Tel: 07908 156255 

Dean would like to wish all his clients a very 
‘Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year’. 

We are offering a complimentary festive drink 
and mince pie throughout December! 

Opening hours: Tuesday-Friday 7.30am-5.30pm: 

Saturday 7.00am-3.00pm 
Open late til 7.30pm Wednesdays & Thursdays 
throughout December 

Gents Dry Cut £8.00 • Children’s Dry Cut £6.00 
OAP Rates £5.00 

*/A A / AV 


T HE Vale of Glamorgan is an area 
that offers its residents a great 
choice of environment - whether it 
be within the towns, villages or pictur¬ 
esque hamlets that are scattered around. 

One such community located right on the coast, 
but with a distinctively rural flavour, is Rhoose. 

If you travel from north Wales to south Wales, it 
is not possible to go any further south than Rhoose 
without getting your feet wet in the Bristol Channel! 

This popular village is the most southerly in 
Wales - and Rhoose Point is the southernmost tip of 
the south Wales coastline. 

Rhoose itself has grown from the small, sleepy 
hamlet it was before the last war to a vibrant com¬ 
munity of more than 5,000 people. New housing 
estates have sprung up over the past 40 years which 
have brought an influx of new people into the area. 
Many were initially attracted by jobs at the Aberthaw 
cement works and power station, which are still local 
employers, and also the airport. 

In more recent times, the British Airways mainte¬ 
nance depot at the airport has brought skilled, well- 
paid jobs to the area, while the airport itself also 


fan y hyde 

HAIR ond BEAUTY 


Introducing 
Qualified 
Stylist 

KELLY 
JEFFERIES 

formerly of 
Head to Head, 

Dinas Powys 

Quality Matrix Hair Products 
and 

Remy Hair Extensions 

All aspects of Beauty Treatments... 

Waxing, Facials, Manicures & 
Pedicures, Minx Nail Art, 3D Lashes 
Extensions, Massage, Aromatherapy 
- Plus lots more. 

100 FONTYGARY ROAD, 
RHOOSE - Tel. 01446 711598 
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Tel: 01446 713410 


by JAYNE ISAAC 


requires staff providing a variety of services for pas¬ 
sengers. 

The village has also seen the arrival of several 
hotels which provide overnight accommodation for 
people due to fly out on holiday. These, too, have 
created new jobs. 

One of the county borough councillors for 
Rhoose, Jeff James, has lived there since he was a 
child and has observed the dramatic changes at first 
hand: “Rhoose is an area that’s in big demand. 
People are moving in and there’s also a demand 
from developers for the land around the airport - 
some for housing, some for business use,” he point¬ 
ed out. 

“Rhoose now has its own railway station for the 
first time since the days of Dr Beeching and people 

F-club heroines! 


watching these young 
service personnel - they 
are a credit to the Armed 
Forces and we should all 
be extremely grateful for 
their contribution against 
the war on terror.” 

Any donations will be 
gratefully received, and 
should be sent c/o Jennie 
Flanigan, Fontygary 
Leisure Park, Fontygary 
Road, Rhoose, CF62 
3ZT. (Cheques should be 
made out to ‘The 
Helmand Account’). 

For further informa¬ 
tion, please contact Tim 
on 01446 710386. 


ONCE again, the 
Fontygary ‘F-Club’ 
girls were gal¬ 
vanised into action 
- to raise money for 
Help for Heroes. 

The band of 14 ladies, 
led by Lorraine 
Loveridge, sold raffle 
tickets, had table top 
sales and managed to 
raise in excess of £1,500. 

This was duly passed 
to Tim Mcllveen (the 
MD of Fontygary) who 
instigated the St Mary 
Church ‘expedition’ to 
Helmand Province. 

The residents have 
built a military-style 
bunker housing two 
treadmills and Tim is 
now badgering the staff, 
friends and family to get 
sponsorship and to acti- 
vally participate in the 
expedition. 

The treadmills will be 
running for the next five 
weeks and there will be 
someone on them 24/7! 

Fontygary Park is 
very proud to be 
involved with helping to 
raise money for this 
worthwhile cause and 
we have many service 
heroes (based at MoD St 
Athan) using our pool. 

As one of our owners 
has commented: “It is a 
humbling experience 

R H BARRATT 

msmsm 

Now taking orders 
for Christmas 

Fresh Pembrokeshire 
Turkeys and Chickens 
Geese • Ducks 
Locally Reared Beef 
Lamb • Pork • Ham • etc 

****** 

Merry Christmas to all 
our customers. We look 
forward to seeing you in 

k Barratts Butchers over 
the festive season! 

i*-****** 

15 Fontygary Road, Rhoose 
Tel. 01446 710307 

Email: rob@barrattsbutchers.co.uk 


can commute easily to Cardiff in one direction and 
Bridgend in the other. By 2014, we will have a half- 
hourly service to relieve pressure at peak commuting 
times. 

“Rhoose has a lot going for it! Our village school 
is one of the best in Wales, scoring seven top grad¬ 
ings at its recent inspection. We only have one empty 
shop in the village and over the years, they have pro¬ 
vided residents with many of their needs.” 

The shopping choice in Rhoose is about to be 
boosted by the imminent opening of the new Tesco 
store. 

Rhoose also has two community halls, a bowls 
club and a tennis club, plus a number of pubs which 
all offer excellent meals. 

The area also has the Fontygary Bay Caravan 
Park, which has a swimming pool, sports and social 
facilities as well as first rate restaurants. 

Coun James added: “Rhoose offers a unique blend 
of coastal and country living with many employment 
opportunities. 

“It is a wonderful place to live, with an excellent 
school, a range of shops, and suppliers who all 
punch above their weight. It’s all about quality of life 
and Rhoose offers that to everyone, ” Coun James 
added proudly. 


OSullmn OptkiamJCtd 

Mr. D. O'Sullivan, Bsc (Hons) MCOptom 

Wishing all our 
patients a very 
Merry Christmas 
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9 FONTYGARY ROAD, 
RHOOSE 

Tel. 01446 713478 

Practices also at 
Cowbridge and Barry 


The Fontygary F-Club Girls 

raising money for Help for Heroes 
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PORTHKERRY 

OPEN: 


★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

! OCEAN LOUNGE * 

* 

4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 

t 

4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 
4c 


SATURDAY & SUNDAY LUNCHTIMES * 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS 
Saturday, 20th November 

VICTORIA 

Female Vocalist plus Bingo 

Saturday, 27th November 

oxo 

Fantastic male Vocals plus Bingo 

"food served 

Great value menu from only £4.99 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Served I 2-3pm from only £6.95 

CHRISTMAS PARTIES * 


WITH ENTERTAINMENT * 

Please call for available dates * 

* var Boot Sale * 

* EVERY SUNDAY UNTIL CHRISTMAS J 
4c 2pm-5pm at The Ocean Lounge, Porthkerry * 

* Leisure Park, Rhoose. Only £4 a pitch. Public FOC. * 

* IrTIHiIt 

4c UJJ9L 
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Cowbridge students’ 
badminton success 


Vale charity calls for help to 
make dream project a reality 


A SMALL charity 
based in the Vale is 
looking for support 
next Monday when 
it has the chance to 
win £50,000 that 
could make a 
dream project a 
reality. 

The Intersensory Club 
has applied to the peo- 
plesmillions fund, and 
will use the funds to buy 
a wheelchair accessible 
boat that could take up to 
10 wheelchairs for 
wheelchair users, their 
carers and families, out 
on trips around Cardiff 
Bay. 

The founder and 
treasurer of the club, 
Cliff Hayes, told The 
GEM: “Our project is 
going head to head with 
another on Monday, 
November 22, on ITV 
Wales Tonight, and we 
obviously hope to win 
the votes. 

“Our charity have 
provided all-terrain 
beach wheelchairs at 
Barry Island beach, 
changing benches at 
Cardiff International 
Pool, wheelchair/bicycle 
tandems plus other spe¬ 
cialist items for people 
with learning disabili¬ 
ties.” 

He said that the chari¬ 
ty is run by a dedicated 
committee of four, all 
volunteers, with a num¬ 
ber of helpers. 

They are competing 


on the TV programme 
against a west Wales- 
based charity. 

He said: “We try and 
keep costs down, with no 
paid staff or offices, so 
that all the funds can be 
used to buy items that 
improve the quality of 
life for people with 
learning disabilities. 

“If you go on 
www.peoplesmillions.or 
g.uk and click on 
Wales, you will see full 
details of the projects 
and of how you can sup¬ 
port us.” 

For further informa¬ 
tion on the charity, con¬ 
tact Cliff Hayes on 
01446 420533. 


The charity believes that a similar (but bigger) 
boat will open up access to Cardiff Bay. 


TY HAFAN is 
appealing to local 
people to help “cre¬ 
ate a Christmas to 
remember” for 
families who could 
be spending their 
last one all together. 

The Sully hospice is 
also asking people to 
leave a Christmas Star 
message of support to 
the families and all the 
stars received will be on 
display. 

REMEMBERING 

KIMBERLEY 

Ty Hafan opened over 
Christmas for the first 
time in 2008 to provide 
care and support to a 
family whose daughter 
became extremely ill just 
a couple of weeks before 
Christmas. 

A spokeswoman 
recalled: “Kimberley 
Jenkins had severe cere¬ 
bral palsy and relied on 
her family for the 24/7 
care she needed. In the 
summer of 2008 she had 
caught a bacterial infec¬ 
tion which would have 
been serious for a 
healthy person, but 
because of her vulnera¬ 
bility, it just took hold 
and she began to deterio¬ 
rate quickly. 

“The family were 
referred to Ty Hafan and 
Kimberley and her mum 
Maria went to stay there, 
with other members of 
the family visiting when 
they could.” 

Although her daughter 
was so very ill, Maria 
remembers that despite 


everything, 2008 was 
their best-ever 
Christmas. 

“I woke up that morn¬ 
ing to find the staff had 
sneaked in during the 
night to put stockings up 
for Kimberley and me. 
They cooked us 
Christmas dinner - the 
first time I’d had one 
cooked for me since I 
could remember. 

“In the afternoon, Joe 
came in with our other 
kids and the staff had 


The Vale Council is 
set to roll out its kerb- 
side kitchen waste 
recycling service to 
the remainder of the 
Vale, bringing a fur¬ 
ther 36,000 homes on 
board by March 
2011. 

Coun Geoffrey Cox, 
cabinet member for visi¬ 
ble and building servic¬ 
es, said: “Soon every 
household in the Vale 
will benefit from a 
weekly kerbside kitchen 
waste recycling collec¬ 
tion. 

“To date around 
20,000 households par¬ 
ticipate in the scheme, 
with a further 20,000 
homes in Barry being 
the first to benefit from 
the roll-out during 
December and January, 
closely followed by the 
remainder of the Vale.” 

“Barry Island, the 


even gone and bought a 
little gift for each of 
them. 

“We all stayed togeth¬ 
er that afternoon, just 
like any other Christmas. 
We played games and 
opened presents -1 even 
had a glass of wine! 

“Kimberley died just 
two weeks later, but I 
always have the special 
memory of that last 
Christmas we spent all 
together.” 

As a result, Ty Hafan 


Knap and Garden 
Suburb area in Barry has 
already benefited from 
the service and the 
remaining areas of Barry 
will soon receive infor¬ 
mation about the scheme 
so they’re ready to start 
in December. Remaining 
areas will receive infor¬ 
mation early next year.” 

The kitchen waste 
recycling kit comprises 
of both a kerbside and 
kitchen caddy, complete 
with a roll of biodegrad¬ 
able cornstarch bags 
with which to line the 
kitchen caddy. 

Residents can add 
food items such as 
beans, pasta, rice, dairy 
products, fruit and veg¬ 
etables, meat and fish 
(including bones and 
shells), tea bags and cof¬ 
fee grinds - to name but 
a few - to their collec¬ 
tions. 

Each week the coun- 


decided to stay open 
again for other families 
in a similar situation; 
but it comes at a cost 
which, with the public’s 
help, can make a world 
of difference. 

Visit 

www.tyhafanstar.org or 
ring 029 2067 2060 to 
make a donation, and 
leave a message of sup¬ 
port for families making 
the very most of 
Christmas 2010. 


cil’s recycling crews will 
collect the deposited 
biodegradable cornstarch 
bags from the kerbside 
caddies and take them to 
Penllyne Farm in 
Cowbridge (Cowbridge 
Compost) where the 
material will be recycled 
through ‘in-vessel’ com¬ 
posting. 

The process comes 
full circle on the last 
Saturday morning of 
every month when resi¬ 
dents are able to collect 
free compost, created by 
the Vale’s waste, for 
their gardens. 

To arrange an 
appointment to collect 
compost from Penllyne 
Farm, Cowbridge, resi¬ 
dents can telephone 
07973 894773 or 01446 
772600; people need to 
take a suitable contain¬ 
er. 


You can help Ty Hafan create a 
family Christmas to remember 


Kitchen recycling scheme 
rolled out across the Vale 




THE South Wales 
Schools Top School 
Badminton 
Tournament was 
held at the Welsh 
Institute of Sport 
Sophia Gardens, 
Cardiff. 

The school entered 
two teams for both boys 
and girls in this under-16 
tournament. A total of 28 
boys schools and 20 girls 
schools took part. 

The Girls B team was 
made up of Romy 
Killick, Naduni 

Jayasinghe, Rachel 
Bradshaw, Amy Oliver 
and Sophie Gallagher. 

Against Gwynllyw 
School, Pontypool A 
team they won 3-2; 
against Crickhowell 
School A team they won 
4-1; but against St 
Albans, Pontypool, A 
team lost 3-2. 

In the round robin 
group, the team finished 
second with only the 
winner going through. 

The A team was made 
up of Jess Oliver, Jordan 
Carpenter, Lois Palmer 
and Nia Patel. 

In each game there are 
two singles played by No 

1 and No 2 seed, with 3 
and 4 playing doubles. 
No 1 then plays with 3, 
and No 2 plays with 4 to 
make up the doubles for a 
total of five games. 

Against Gwynllyw B 
team Pontypool, the 
school won 5-0, and 
against Llanharri A team, 
they also won 5-0. 

They beat Y Pant 
School, Talbot Green, 3- 

2 in a very close game 
with wins for Jordan 
Carpenter 21-15 in the 
No 2 singles, Lois 
Palmer and Nia Patel 
(21-3 doubles) and Nia 
and Jordan 21-7 to win 


A. 


— jfi 1 


t 


The boys A team. 


the final games. 

Against Y sgol Y Gwyr 
Gower in the final, it was 
again a very close game, 
winning 3-2. Jess Oliver 
was unlucky to lose her 
singles to a county player 
21-16, and with partner 
Lois Palmer in the dou¬ 
bles 21-18. Jordan won 
her singles 21-12. Lois 
and Nia won their dou¬ 
bles 21-10 and Jordan 
and Nia 21-13 in their 
doubles. 

This brought the title 


The girls A team. 

to Cowbridge 

Comprehensive School 
for the first time for 
many years. An excel¬ 
lent day’s work by all 9 
girls involved. They will 
represent the school at 
the All Welsh Schools 
Final in Welshpool in 
February. 

The Boys B team, Tim 
Pickin, George Brown, 
Isaac Richmond and 
David Sami, played in a 
group of three. For all 
boys this was their first 
experience of playing at 
this level. 

Against Crickhowell 
School, Powys, they lost 
5-0, but against Queen 
Elizabeth School, 

Carmarthen, they won 3- 

2 . 

There were wins for 
George Brown (singles 
21-14); Isaac Richmond 
and David Sami (21-12 
doubles); George Brown 
and David Sami (21-10 
doubles). 

Unfortunately, only 
the group winners went 
through to the quarter¬ 
finals, that being 
Crickhowell. 

LEFT: The girls B 
team 

BOTTOM: Three of 
the boys B team 


The A team of Rhys 
Mallows, Wil Painter, 
James Hendy and 
Matthew Goodlad played 
Chepstow and won 5-0. 

Against St Richard 
Gwyn School, Barry, 
they won 4-1, and against 
St Albans, Pontypool, 
they won 3-2. 

There were wins by 
Wil Painter (No 2 singles 
21-7); James Hendy and 
Matthew Goodlad (21-6 
doubles) and Wil Painter 
and Matthew Goodlad 
(21-9 doubles). 

The win helped them 
to the quarter-final, 
where they had a bye into 
the semi-final against 
Cardiff High School. 

Captain Rhys Mallows 
lost his singles to a Welsh 
squad player 21-5. Wil 
Painter took his singles 
21-15. James Hendy and 
Matthew Goodlad won 
theirs 21-20, Rhys 
Mallows and James 
Hendy won 21-14 in 
their doubles, with defeat 
for Painter and Goodlad 
14-21. 

In the final against St 
Albans, Pontypool, it 
was another close match 
with the school winning 
3-2 again to clinch the 
title. Wins for Wil Painter 
21-7; James Hendy and 
Matthew Goodlad 21-6; 
and Wil Painter and 
Matthew Goodlad (21-9) 
made sure that the school 
won the title for the third 
time in the last seven 


years. 

The boys will follow 
the girls to the Welsh 
Schools final in the 
Welshpool in February. 

It was a tremendous 
achievement for the 
school badminton club, 
especially now that they 
have their own courts for 
the first time in the 36 
years that badminton has 
been played at the 
school. Well done to all. 




ABOVE: The charity was able to supply 
all-terrain wheelchairs at Barry Island. 
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Bassett businesses provide 
that personal touch on 
Holton Road’s "retail mile’ 


P eople often 

look at 
national 

chains as the back¬ 
bone of the British 
high street, but a 
glance along 
Barry’s ‘retail mile’ 
Holton Road and 
another more eclec¬ 
tic picture emerges. 

At the Bassett end of 
Holton Road, family 
retailers, with familiar 
faces hold sway. 

JPL Sound - The 
Barry Music Shop is 
about to complete 10 
years serving people 
not only from the town 
and the Vale, but as far 
afield as the valleys, 
Bridgend and Cardiff. 

In fact, it is some¬ 
thing of a Vale institu¬ 
tion because it regular¬ 
ly provides stages, 
sound systems and 
lighting for a host of 
events such as the bon¬ 
fire night fireworks in 
Barry, Cowbridge’s 
reindeer parade, 
Penarth’s Christmas 
festival, the Vale of 
Glamorgan Show and 
Remembrance Sunday 
services. 

The owner John 
Lewis said: “This year 


we’re also providing 
the Welsh Folk 
Museum with a bit of 
zing for their Christmas 
celebrations by lighting 
up the buildings with 
different colours!” 

John and his assis¬ 
tant Sam Osborne have 
established a strong 
reputation in supplying 
high quality products to 
people with expert 
advice. 

John explained: 
“Sometimes at this 
time of year people are 
tempted to buy a guitar 
as a Christmas present 
from a supermarket or 
store catalogue, but 
often what they get is 
unbranded and can lead 
to faults. We get people 
in after Christmas ask¬ 
ing us to solve the 
problems 1 

“We supply reliable, 
branded makes at more 
affordable prices than 
elsewhere that are ideal 
for a youngster who 
wants to learn the gui¬ 
tar.” 

A guitar and full 
pack start for as little 
as £149 and can make 
a great present for a 
youngster. 

JPL Sound provides 
comprehensive stocks 
of many accessories 



ABOVE: John and Sam offer expert advice on all things musical at JPL 
Sound -The Barry Music Centre. 


too. 

“Whether it is guitar 
strings, audio and AV 
leads, we offer the best 
local selection in the 
Vale,” said John. 

The shop can also 
offer help on ordering 
drum kits, music 
books, sound equip¬ 
ment, mics and ampli¬ 
fiers. 

John is certain as to 
the reason the shop has 
built up a loyal follow¬ 
ing and lasted a 
decade. 

“It is the knowledge 
we have, and the quali¬ 
ty services. Another 
thing that surprises 


people is that if people 
order an item before 
2pm we can get it 
delivered as early as 
the next day!” 

Finally, John and 
Sam will help people 
with their ‘musical’ 
equipment problems 
where some larger 
retailers are less keen. 


favourite early morning 
haunt for local work¬ 
men and business peo¬ 
ple. 

Deryn told The 
GEM: “There were two 
things I was deter¬ 
mined to provide when 
I decided to open the 
business: value for 
money and a sociable 


Across the road from experience for people. 


Still Images expands its 
photography service 


S TILL 

IMAGES has 
relocated to a 
new studio at 50 
Holton Road, 
Barry. 


more room for family 
shoots, and more variety 
of backdrops to suit a 
variety of shoots from 
children, couples, fami¬ 
lies as well as model 
portfolios. 

The studio is centrally 


After a 12 month peri- heated and spacious 
od of trading in our old Customers find it very 
studio we felt that we - 


needed to expand to a 
larger premises that 
would give customers 


comfortable to come in 
and discuss their portrait 
needs in a wedding 
package, that starts from 


£599. 

We attract customers 
that want a modern pro¬ 
fessional photograph and 
know they are getting 
that at an affordable 
price. 

Please call in for a 
chat or give us a call. 

We are more than will¬ 
ing to help with your 
photography needs. 

MARK OSMAN 


JPL Sound, another 
business has in three 
short years become one 
of the town’s most pop¬ 
ular cafes. 

The Full Monty, as 
its name suggests, has 
everything you'd want 
in a cafe, inexpensive 
breakfasts and meals, 
friendly staff and lots 
of banter among the 
customers! 

Deryn Smith, who 
had years of catering 
experience behind her, 
opened The Full Monty 
in September 2007, and 
it quickly became a 


There’s a real buzz 
with the customers, lots 


of jokes and comments. 

“In the early morn¬ 
ings we attract contrac¬ 
tors working in the 
town, council workers 
starting their day and 
people wanting their 
breakfast before they 
visit other local busi¬ 
nesses.” 

The cafe opens at 
8 am each morning and 
its headline breakfast is 
- you’ve guessed it - 
The Full Monty, three 
bacon, three sausages, 
two black puddings, 
egg, hash browns, 
mushrooms, beans, 
tomato, toast and tea! 

For those who want 
something a little 
lighter there are tasty, 
scaled down versions! 

Deryn also caters for 
youngsters with a Mini 
Monty for children. 

The cafe has a 
bright, light, modern 
decor which is wel¬ 
coming, and is also kit¬ 
ted out with full dis¬ 
abled facilities includ¬ 
ing a ramp. 


FOOTWEAR 

Best selection of ladies’ boots & 
party shoes, mens’ shoes and huge 
choice of children’s footwear 
Christmas Slippers for all the family. 
Snowboots & Wellies in stock. 

Merry Christmas 
^to all our customers < 

156 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 1 ? 
" '01446 74846' 



□□□The 

-d Music Shop 

Is, small prices t great service 


SO U-N 

Far BIO deals 



Wt GAl Y S*4 AnofMftdit* (Miff ar*N*d tajyumna - kji uW, -■ 

I Oitfca Si*«fir«*its I CJtityiM Stans• m EXPERTS mi flut m 9 I 

Sura* Star Sits mm iM 

5/tar hpK i’ll L»1 SfftJhv ^ hsclw cf Otar C^ttn 

I “SPECIAL" 20% OFF ALL KUSTOM GUITAR AMPUFVRS 

|7h* nwnofo* ovdy rum urfv to *4 eftawnfcr TOW) 

CORT QusGty Acousbc Guitars Starter Packs - 669 

<*njcr Tc«p. •Ai^ogjrr/ 8 k* 4 t MM $*g Ffcctron*: Tin*' 

&A&EK; 

totffbpSHvd Cases-Capos-Stands-l«Kfc - Straps-Strinqs 
MicnjphortR-Ampt-htom-Speaterrttjf^-Uidrftid^ Wet 
\lot: or new ctifTAtt - mi m - rticnfcs iass. Acot/mc nc 
Expert In Shop Guitar Repair Strric* Or our own Gutar TocMo'l 
four LOCAL NhnU Shop with ixport Knowl* dyo A help 

267 Holton Road 

Weitai HID End el Hsltoa Road - 01444 711711 


George’s Nol is 
full of good cheer! 


1 




^COROLS 

George and Tony at George’s No 1 gentlemen’s 
barbers are inviting customers to pop along for 
a festive drink and a mince pie this Christmas. 


GEORGE'S | 

Gentlanrana barbers 


WITH COMFORTABLE SEATING AREA SHOWING SKY SPORTS 


Open Monday-Thursday 9am-5pm; 

Friday 9am-5.30pm; Sat 8.30am-4pm 

George, Mikey & Tony 
welcome customers old and new 

Enjoy a festive drink and a mince pie during Christmas week 

I Regent Street, Barry 
Tel: 01446 732377 


Santa Claus on 
Holton Road! 


CHILDREN have 
the chance to meet 
Santa Claus at 
Ruckley’s store in 
Holton Road this 
Christmas. 

The store, which 
stocks nursery and baby 
products, will have 
‘Santa in his Grotto’ 
from December 18-20 
(10.30am - 4.30pm). 

Owner Faye Ruckley 
warned parents: “Make 


sure you bring a camera 
to capture your little 
one’s delight on the day. 

“The visit to the grot¬ 
to is £3.99 which 
includes a present.” 

The breadth of 
Ruckley’s products is 
something to behold and 
covers all eventualities 
with sledges already in 
stock at £14.99 and 
nativity costumes arriv¬ 
ing soon. 


for mothers and mothers to be 

Join our toy savings club 

44 




Photographer In-Store 23-27 November 
Santa's Grotto 18,19,20 December 

98 Holton Rd Barry CF63 4HJ 

(in between New Look and Burtons) 

Tel 01446 700006 
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I ight up the Square and the all new ' 
Christmas Lantern Parade 

King Square and Central Park. Barrs 
Priday 26 November, 6.10pm in 9pm 

This tree tun packed event includes live music,street entertainers and 
performance pieces from The Ondle. The < hrism.is I ip.Hrs will hr 
turned on .it Mpm. 

I ’if t hi*) it w II end vs iih * ( host runs I aiMmt Parade ikwij: Holton KJ 
U.ulni|;<in Knit* Square at H jdptn, I he parade is open Hu>cn<KH .. 
create vour *wn lantern and iti the tun. Children tliouk) always be 
acvtunparntd bv an adult. 

Lantern making workshop* arc tree and will take place on King 
Square, Ikirry an Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st November rrnm 
l<lam to *ptn. 

Christmas Sphere 

King Square, Barry. Saturday 4 December* 7pm to 9pm 

lfon*t tniw tlm utJ£icjl event. I he Dream hngme will k 
perfurmrm their acTobatie Hcliuspltm Show Int on the Square 

“Let it Snow** 

( cntral I'ark, Barry, Saturday 11 December, Kbit) In 4ptn 

L.ir one day only Central Park will he cornea festive arena con jplete 
vrith snow, ice sculpting, music. Play DnelofmriuS ’Work*lx>p* in 
U'onderUnd~ and street entertainers. Santa will also he visiting the 
pirk w ith his sleigh and reindeer from l<lam to *pm. 


For more in formal ion please 

call 01446 704737 o sh 

v* w w.valet ifulamorgaii.giiv.uk/cvcms 


Mil« mmiun 



A FESTIVE LOOK 
AT HOLTON ROAD 


Barry town centre will 
be witness to some great 
Christmas entertainment! 


B arry town 
centre is cele¬ 
brating 

Christmas this year 
with three exciting 
events. 

The festive pro¬ 
gramme kicks off on 
Friday, November 26, 
with ‘Light up the 
Square’ which will 
include the all-new 
Christmas Lantern 
Parade. 

This free, fun-packed 
event based at King 
Square and Central 


Park will start at 
6.30pm and features 
street entertainers and 
live music from the 
RAF St Athan 
Voluntary Band, Vale of 
Glamorgan Band, and 
All That Jazz. 

Central Park will 
play host to The Candle 
- an eight-metre high 
transparent candle, 
complete with its own 
beautiful acrobatic per¬ 
formance! 

The Christmas Lights 
will be turned on at 
8pm. 


0Sullivan Opticians JCtd 

Mr. D. O'Sullivan , Bsc (Hons) MCOptom 

Wishing all our 
patients a very 
Merry Christmas 

31c HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 
Entrance on Lombard Street 

Tel. 01446 734672 

Practices also at 
Cowbridge and Rhoose 




\L\~\jynum 


The evening will end 
with a Christmas 
Lantern Parade along 
Holton Road, starting in 
King Square at 8.30pm. 

The Lantern Parade 
is open to everyone and 
will be led by SWICA’s 
troupe of fantastically 
body-painted and 
colourful dragon 
dancers, who will be lit 
by thousands of 
sparkling fairy lights. 

Musical accompani¬ 
ment will be provided 
by Wonderbrass, a 20- 
strong funky brass 
band. 

Free lantern making 
workshops will take 
place in Central Park, 
Barry on Saturday and 
Sunday, November 20- 
21 from 10am-4pm. 

On Saturday, 
December 4, don’t miss 
The Dream Engine, 
who will be performing 
their ‘Magical 
Heliosphere Show’ live 
on King Square. 
Spiralling and spinning 
to music, a weightless 
acrobat will be sus¬ 


pended beneath a large 
helium balloon, giving 
the illusion of flying 
above the square. 

The Gandini Jugglers 
will also be performing 
their atmospheric 
‘Glow Show’. 

Performances will 
start at 7pm and run 
until 9pm. 

For one day only on 
Saturday, December 11, 
‘Let it Snow’ will take 
place at Central Park, 
Barry. 

From 10am-4pm, the 
park will become a fes¬ 
tive arena complete 
with snow, snowmen, 
an igloo, ice sculpting, 
Christmas music, play 
development’s ‘work¬ 
shops in Wonderland’ 
and street entertainers. 

Santa will also be at 
the park with his rein¬ 
deer and sleigh from 
10am-3pm. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, please call 01446 
704737 or visit 
www. valeofglamorgan.g 
ov.uk/events 


» Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 


IS' 


,t(K 


APPLIAIKE & COOKWAAE CEHTRE 

PREMIUM QUALITY BRANDS AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES 

Two floors with a comprehensive display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, Range Cookers-gas, 
electric, LPG and dual fuel in stainless steel 
and farmhouse styles! 


$ I § \ 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


COMPETITORS PRICES 
CONSTANTLY CHECKED 
TO ENSURE WE ARE 
THE CHEAPEST! 


OPEN: Monday-Saturday 9am -5.30pm; Sunday 10am-4pm $ 


3a TYNEWYPP ROAD, KING SQUARE, BARRY 

4 (opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse and showroom at H 
252 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY - H 

(Bassett End) 


in: 


£ OPEN: Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 


All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 

Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

Telephone: 01446 730884 

www.lstchoicetrade.co.uk 


• TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG < 
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• Waxing 

• Facials 

• Lashes 

• Brows 

• Nails 

• Bridal Packages 

• Massage 

• Make Up 


SPECIAL PRICE: 


Minx Nail Art - Only £20 
Christmas Gift Vouchers 


3D Semi Permanent Lashes '^ T 
by A H Francis - Only £55.00 
46 HOLTON ROAD, 
BARRY CF63 4HD -f 
Tel. 01446 745483 



(Uh 




51 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY 

Tenia and his teamwould like to wish 
all his customers a Merry Christmas 
Open for Breakfasts from 9am a 
Hot and Cold Dishes, 

Paninis, Freshly Baked Baguettes. 

Healthy Options and a 
range of Delicious Cakes. . 

A choice of hand made 
.Coffees and Hot Chocolates. 

Grab and Go Section 
with many meal deals. 

Ideal for ladies who lunch, busy & 
shoppers, business meetings or 
Jfgr just a chat with friends. ^ 

V Open: 9am - 5.00 pm 
Monday - Saturday 

Tel. 01446 722024 



I California Tan Spray Tanning 
Darphin specialised facials 
Creative nail extensions 
Arasys inch loss treatment 
Holistic therapies 
Make-up/Bridal packages 
Waxing and more 


Seasons 
greetings 
to all our 
customers from 
Jackie, Clare, 
Gemma, Vicky, 
Rhian, Jane, 
Jenny, Tina, 
Becky & Karen. 


Selection of 
Christmas Vouchers 
and Christmas 
Gift Boxes. 

We offer a full range 
of beauty treatments 
to pamper and 
beautify you... 


54 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY, 
VALE OF GLAMORGAN 
Telephone: 01446 722211 
www.bodywisebeauty.co.uk 


AMID THAT CHRISTMAS RUSH, BE 
SURE TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 
SOME MOMENTS OF RELAXATION! 


C HRISTMAS 
shopping can 
be a high- 
pressure experience 
when you are deter¬ 
mined to track 
down that extra spe¬ 
cial present to 
delight a loved one, 
but on Holton Road 
there are the stress 
busters - businesses 
where you can relax 
for an hour or so 
and spoil yourself. 

La Cucina is a cafe 
and eaterie that evokes 
the continental atmos¬ 
phere of Paris or 


Strasbourg. For the 
busy Christmas shopper 
on a wintry day, it is a 
Godsend. 

The ethos of Ferda, 
the owner, is offering 
value for money: 

He explained: 

“We’ve made every¬ 
thing as reasonably 
priced as we possibly 
could, as a concession 
to the present time.” 

Breakfasts range 
between £2.95 and 
£3.95. A filtered coffee 
is £1.45, a latte £1.80 
and a cappuccino £1.90. 

Paninis are a 
lunchtime favourite 
with a choice of more 



ABOVE: 


than 20 different sorts 
of fillings. They are 
served with a side salad, 
crisps and coleslaw and 
run out at £4.20. 

But there’s also a 
wide variety of meals- 
lasagne, chilli con 
carne, spaghetti bolog- 
naise, meat balls - it’s 
your choice. 

And what do the staff 
advise for a decadent 
dessert? Hot chocolate, 
marshmallows and 
cream! 

Of course, there are 
other ways of spoiling 
yourself, and for sheer 
relaxation, Tan y Hyde 
at 46 Holton Road takes 
some beating. 

This tanning and 
beauty salon is owned 
by sisters Joanna Spear 
and Tracy Kemp, and 
offers a huge range of 
beauty services, includ¬ 
ing waxing, facials, nail 
care, body treatments 
and make-up sessions. 

But at this time of 



year, surely a Swedish 
massage, to relieve ten¬ 
sion and stress, is worth 
the investment of £17 
for half an hour, or £25 
for the full hour? 

Other relaxation 
treatments include 
reflexology, using feet 
massage to ameliorate 


areas of weakness in the 
body, aromatherapy, 
deep massage with oils, 
and Indian head mas¬ 
sage. 

An hour or two at 
Tan y Hyde and you’ll 
be be revived for your 
next bout of Christmas 
present hunting! 


ABOVE: 

La Cucina promises 
people a warm 
welcome 
on those chilly 
Christmas shopping 
expeditions. 


The 


Money Shop 


Tan y Hyde - an oasis of relaxation amid the 
Christmas rush. 

Bodywise - go 
from‘mum-sie 
to wow-sie!’ 


H ere at 

Bodywise, 
we are spe¬ 
cialists in a variety 
of treatments that 
can transform you 
from ‘work girl’ to 
‘party girl’ or 
‘mum-sie’ to ‘wow- 
sie’! 

Treatments include 
eyelash perming and 
tinting, lash flares, plus 
brow shaping and tint¬ 
ing. 

Then there is the 
essential California air¬ 
brush tan - whether you 
want a subtle glow or 
the full on tropical look 
- the choice is yours! 

And just to complete 
the party look, don’t for¬ 
get to book in for Minx 
- a superb long-lasting 
trend for toes and fingers 
in amazing colours and 
patterns. Go on - sparkle 
on the dance floor! 

Let’s not forget the 
men! You, too, can join 
in the party fun - have 
your back and shoulders 
waxed so you can move 
more easily on the dance 
floor to wow the crowd 
and don’t forget those 
eyebrows - don’t take 


the uni-brow to the 
office do! Men also 
look good with an air¬ 
brush tan and a whole 
range of treatments are 
available from skincare 
to sports massage. 

Party season aside, 
Bodywise offers a range 
of treatments from spe¬ 
cialised therapists with a 
wealth of experience. 

We have a specialist 
in sports massage, a 
holistic therapist special¬ 
ising in reflexology, aro¬ 
matherapy and Indian 
head massage. 

We also have an 
advanced electrolygist 
specialising in hair 
removal, red vein 
removal and skin tag 
removal. 

All staff are qualified 
to the highest standards 
and have decades of 
experience. 

Book an appointment 
with us and let us dedi¬ 
cate our expertise and 
knowledge to your beau¬ 
ty treatment. 

Gift vouchers are 
available which make 
the perfect gift for 
friends and family. 

Merry Christmas, and 
we look forward to see¬ 
ing you soon. 



93 Holton Road. Barry 


0043 309 4244 www.moneysliop.tv 


in 
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Local pet shop where 
animal lovers receive 
that specialist advice 





and 

A** GROOMERS 

THE ONE STOP SHOP 
TT FOR ALL YOUR PETS 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS & IDEAS 

Dogs Leather Leads, Collars & Harnesses 
- all colours and sizes. 

Winter and Fashion Dog Coats. 

Selection of Pet Christmas Toys 
and Stockings. 

Special Offers on full set ups for reptiles. 
New Fish Tanks NOWIN! 

Huge selection of top quality Hamster 
Cages - all size, all prices 
FREE HAMSTER with all 
Hamster cages over £35 




F OR local ani¬ 
mal lovers, 
Pets ‘R’ Us is 
a popular destina¬ 
tion with a large 
array of products, 
and is situated just 
off Holton Road on 
Regent Street. 

Steve Lane, the 
owner, said: “The staff 
are enthusiastic and 
qualified in giving 
good pet nutrition 
advice. All own ani¬ 
mals themselves, 
whether it is a dog, a 
cat, or a reptile. 

“In fact, the store is 
the official stockist for 
a number of premium 
dog foods, such as 
Royal Canin, James 
Wellbeloved, Bums, 
Proplan and Hills 
Science Plan. 

“We also offer a dog 
care service with 
grooming, starting 
from £15.” 

There is no shortage 


PLENTY OF 
OPTIONS FOR 
THE PET IN 
YOUR LIFE! 
LEFT: 

The staff at Pets 
R ’ Us can provide 
the specialist 
knowledge that 
local animal lovers 
appreciate. 

of Christmas presents 
in the store, either for 
the owner or for a dog 
or cat - treats, toys, 
coats, and even dog 
Christmas cards! 

Steve also deals in 
some of the more exot¬ 
ic pets, and sells tropi¬ 
cal and coldwater fish, 
snakes, lizards, ham¬ 
sters, and tortoises, 
along with the neces¬ 
sary food supplies. 

For local pet own¬ 
ers, who want the best 
advice on how to look 
after their pet, Pets ‘R ’ 
Us on Regent Street is 
the place to visit. 



just faney 

Goffeme Jim 


260 Holton Road, 
Barry 

Tel: 01446 721242 




A 'four-star salon’ 

without the prices! 

H Q2The 
Salon has 
been open 
on Holton Road for 
eight years and has 
been rated a four- 
star salon by The 
Good Salon Guide. 

HQ2 can boast 
four qualified stylists to 
the highest level, and 
with regular updated 
training they can offer 
the best in precision cut¬ 
ting, colouring, foils and 
hair up. 

Look your best for the 
party season! 

HQ2 have a range of 
practical gifts for 
Christmas, Ghd hair 
straighteners, Tigi hair 



Stay up to date 
with all the 
news from 
Barry and the 
rest of the Vale 
with your free, 
weekly GEM! 


Sa£o*t' 


HO 2 ^ 

_ 1 **** 4-Star Salon 

awarded by Good Salon Guide 

Balmain Hair Extensions 
GHD Straighteners & Tigi Hair Products 
Gift Vouchers 

Stockists of Actislim Xtreme 
2 Day Trial only £4.95 

Tel: 01446 400102 

36 Holton Road, Barry 
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V Where Good Quality Costs You Less 


4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
& SERVICE CENTRE 

OPEN 

At Lower Guthrie Street 







Click on for Special Offers 

www.banytyreautocentre.co.uk 


irvaoHMu 
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CAR SERVICING 

FROM £59.95 
BRAKES FITTED 
FROM £34.00 
KUMHO TYRES 

FITTED FROM £29.95 
EG 155/70R13 
EXHAUST FITTING CENTRE 
BATTERIES FITTED 
FROM £43.95. EG 063 
KUMHO PERFORMANCE 
CENTRE DEPOTS AT: 
HOLTON RD, BARRY 
01446 745888 
LOWER GUTHRIE ST 
BARRY. 01446 737447 


SPT KU31 
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TL Systems - for 

your complete PC 
support package 


TL SYSTEMS is a 
Barry-based com¬ 
puter company, 
established in 1996 
with the vision of 
providing a quality 
service for home 
and business users 
on site. 

It aims to give PC 
users the option of not 
relying on national com¬ 
panies for their expen¬ 
sive PC support. 

We are happy to 
answer any IT ques¬ 
tions, and help you get 
the most out of your 


computer, from supply 
to installation. 

We are also a stockist 
of various security 
suites and office pack¬ 
ages. 

We provide sales, 
repair and upgrade serv¬ 
ice covering all makes 
and models of PCs or 
laptops 

For more informa¬ 
tion, visit the website 
www. tlsy stems, co. uk. 

We wish our all our 
clients a ‘Merry 
Christmas 7 



Manageress Jaydene 
Vaughan of HQ2 
welcomes customers 
this Christmas. 

products and gift vouch¬ 
ers - gifts that really will 
be appreciated by your 
loved ones. 


Est. 15 years 


COMPUTER & LAPTOP: 
Sales, Repair & Upgrade 
Internet Cafe 
Home & Business call outs 
Broadband Set-ups 



CHRISTMAS OFFER 

PC’s from £230.00 
Laptops from £330.00 
USB Pen Drives from £8.00 
TFT Monitors from £86.00 



40 Holton Road, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 747702 Fax: (01446) 744699 
www.tlsystems.co.uk - shop online 
email: mail@tlsystems.co.uk 


A Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year 
to all our customers 



All major credit cards accepted 


Nitrogen Inflation at BARRY TYRES 


World Famous 

MlKMIf 


OPEN 7 DAYS FROM 8am 


NEW WINTER MENU 

from 12 noon 

Hearty Casseroles, 

Roast Dinners 
Homemade Pies, 
Butchers Faggots & Peas, 
Taverner’s Chicken, 

Beer Battered Cod 
and exciting new Pasta Dishes 
For the Kids... Fish Fingers, 
Chicken Nuggets, Mini Burgers 

TUESDAY IS OAP 
20% DISCOUNT DAY 

Breakfasts Served from 8.00am 

Complimentary tea or coffee with 
every breakfast or full menu 

Monty’s Meeting Point 

Groups of 12 or more - we will 
open anytime for trips and events 
(Driver eats for free) 

Disabled Access • Unrestricted Parking 


284 HOLTON 



07723 088521 
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Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


A FESTIVE LOOK 
I AT HOLTON ROAD 



RIGHT: 
People should 
take any selection 
boxes into 
Lyndsay Ellis at 
Park Funeral 
Directors on 
Tynewydd Road, 
opposite the 
County Library. 
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Frangoulis Shoe Repairs 

& Shoe Makers 

■ ^ No 4 Thompson Street 

V, p (next to the new car park) 

• Shoe Repairs while u wait 

• Key Cutting 

• Watch Batteries 

• Engraving 

• A large range of Trophies, 

Tankards, Zippo lighters 

• High quality leather wallets & purses 

• Polishes, Waxes, Laces 
SERVICING THE SHOES OF THE BARRY 

COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 739823 


Ty Hafan Christmas selection 
box appeal is under way 


P ARK Funeral 
Directors, sit¬ 
uated on 
Tynewydd Road 
opposite the County 
Library in King 
Square, has 
launched its 
‘Christmas 
Selection Box 
Appeal’ on behalf 
of the youngsters at 
Ty Hafan. 

Director Lyndsay 
Ellis explained: 

“We’re asking people 
to bring chocolate 
selection boxes into 
the branch and we will 
take them down to Ty 


Hafan for the children 
and their families. 

“I have done this 
appeal before during 
my time at AG Adams 
& Son, and have 
decided to carry on. 

“Last time, we col¬ 
lected 400 selection 
boxes thanks to the 
community.” 

Lyndsay is organis¬ 
ing a special memorial 
service on Saturday, 
November 27 at King 
Square at 2pm for peo¬ 
ple who want to 
remember loved-ones. 


“Everybody is wel¬ 
come. Christmas is 
often a particularly 
difficult time if people 
have been bereaved, 
and it is a way of the 
community providing 
support and comfort. 

“There will be car¬ 
ols and the service will 
be conducted by the 
Rev Clive Jones of 
Salem Baptist Church, 
Barry.” 

Park Luneral 
Directors opened its 
doors only in May, but 
it has already become 


an established part of 
the town centre. Its 
current window dis¬ 
play is a 

Remembrance tribute. 

In the past, there 
have been displays to 
highlight the ‘eco- 
friendly funeral’ and 
‘colourful coffins’. 

Lyndsay added: 

“One woman who 
came past recently told 
me: 

‘ You’re taking the 
taboo out of 
funerals! 



VALE of GLAMORGAN 



BR0 MORGANNWG 


THE VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

Temporary Road Closure 
Order, Section 16A 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 


KING’S SQUARE AND 
HOLTON ROAD BARRY 
CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS 
AND LANTERN PARADE 

FRIDAY 26th NOVEMBER 2010 


Order Under Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984. For the prevention of obstruction etc 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that The Vale of Glamorgan Council has 
made an Order under Section 16A, Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
as follows: 

WHEREAS the Vale of Glamorgan Council as Highway Authority is 
satisfied that traffic on the streets or parts thereof as listed in column 
2 of the Schedule should on 26th November 2010 be restricted to 
enable the holding of a relevant event, the Council, pursuant to the 
powers conferred by Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
HEREBY ORDERS AND DIRECTS that the following regulations 
shall be observed: 

The streets or parts thereof as specified in the Schedule shall be 
closed to all vehicular traffic including pedal cycles, with the exception 
of those vehicles that are permitted to participate in the event and 
emergency services (including coastguard vehicles) between the 
hours specified in column 3 of the Schedule. 

The penalty for infringement of this regulation is a fine not exceeding 

£ 1 , 000 . 


SCHEDULE 1 


Column 1 

Column 2 

Column 3 

Friday 26 
November 
2010 

1/The area to be closed is Holton 
Road Barry from its junction with Ty- 
Newydd Road to a point 50m east of 
its junction with Llantwit Street. 

18.00- 
21.00 hrs 


2/Ty-Newydd Road, between its 
junctions with Wyndham Street and 
Holton Road, Barry, between the 
hours of 

20.00 - 
21.00 hrs 


3/ Holton Road, between its junctions 
with Ty-Newydd Road and Buttrills 
Road, Barry, between the hours of 

20.00 - 
21.00 hrs 


A diversion via Ty-Newydd Road (between Wyndhan Street and 
Gladstone Road), Gladstone Road and Buttrills Road will be available. 
Pedestrian access will be maintained at all times. 


It is proposed that it will only be necessary to close roads 2&3 for the 
shortest period possible considered appropriate, between the above 
times, in the interests of road safety. 

Dated this 18th day of November 2010 
M. Punter, 

Head of Visible Services 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, Wenvoe. CF5 6AA. 


reflashing all phones 
all phone repairs 
mobile phones - software 


Most mobile phones unlocked second^hones 

Blackberry phones now unlocked for only £15 and Accessories 

CASH PAID FOR MOBILE PHONES - WORKING OR NOT 


Tel: 01446 421666 Thompson Street • Barry 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



BRO MORGANNWG 


THE VALE OF 
GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

Temporary Road Closure 
Order, Section 16A 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 


KING’S SQUARE, BARRY 
CHRISTMAS 
‘SPHERE’ EVENT 


SATURDAY 4th DECEMBER 2010 


Order Under Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984. For the prevention of obstruction etc 

WHEREAS the Vale of Glamorgan Council as Highway Authority is 
satisfied that traffic on the streets or parts thereof as listed in column 
2 of the Schedule should on 4th December 2010 be restricted to 
enable the holding of a relevant event, the Council, pursuant to the 
powers conferred by Section 16A Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
do HEREBY ORDER AND DIRECT in order to facilitate the holding 
of the event, enable members of the public to watch the said event 
and to reduce the disruption to traffic likely to be caused by the event 
the following regulations shall be observed:- 
THAT, except as provided by the order, the said streets or parts there¬ 
of listed in schedule 1 shall be closed to all vehicular traffic including 
pedal cycles with the exception of Emergency Services vehicles and 
resident permit holders between the hours specified in column 3 of 
the schedule. 

The penalty for infringement of this regulation is a fine not exceeding 

£ 1 , 000 . 


SCHEDULE 1 


Column 1 

Column 2 

Column 3 

Saturday 

4 

December 

2010 

The area to be closed is Holton 

Road Barry from its junction with 
y-Newydd Road to a point 50m east 
of its junction with Llantwit Street. 

18.00- 

21.00 


Local Signed Diversions shall be in place 
Dated this 18th day of November 2010 
M. Punter 

Head of Visible Services 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
The Alps Wenvoe CF5 6AA 


Save Our Cinema 

group presents 
petition to 
the AMs at the 
Welsh Assembly 



ABOVE: 

At the Senedd, members of the Save our 
Cinema Assciation, Paul Sutton and John 
Moore, presented their petition to the chair of 
the petition committee Christine Chapman AM. 
Vale AM Jane Hutt and regional AM Andrew 
RT Davies, who is a member of the committee, 
were also in attendance. 


THE Save Our 
Cinema Association 
presented its peti¬ 
tion to the Welsh 
Assembly on 
November 10, argu¬ 
ing that the Theatre 
Royal should be 
preserved for local 
entertainment - 
rather than used as 
an ExtraCare facili¬ 
ty. 

Hafod Care plans to 
develop the Theatre 
Royal site into 42 flats 
and communal facilities 
for older people, but 
SOCA is adamant it 
should become a cinema 
and local arts venue. 

Paul Sutton, who pre¬ 
sented the group’s peti¬ 
tion to Assembly 
Members, told The 
GEM: “It was an encour¬ 
aging day and a great 
opportunity to continue 
the fight to keep the 
Theatre Royal. 

“We are hoping the 
co mmi ttee will look on 
the petition positively 
and the building will be 
saved. 

“We want to thank our 
Assembly Member Jane 
Hutt for all her support 
since the announcement 
of the closure of the cin¬ 
ema.” 

Andrew RT Davies 
AM, a member of the 
petitions committee, 
said: “We met SOCA 
members on the steps of 
the Senedd and as a 
member of the commit¬ 
tee, I will naturally be 
looking closely at this 
issue in the near future. 

“I share the view that 
Barry needs and deserves 
to have a cultural and art 
hub; a venue that can 
serve not only as an 
entertainment centre, but 
also as a focus for the 
whole community.” 

Mr Sutton said that a 
meeting of the petitions 
co mmi ttee was due to 
take place earlier this 
week, and he was hoping 
SOCA’s presentation 
may be discussed by 
them then. 

A month ago, The 
GEM reported Hafod 
Care announcing that it 
had exchanged contracts 
on the Theatre Royal 
site. 

The chairman of 
SOCA Mr Bob 


Armstrong said he 
believed the contracts 
were “informal”, and 
that people should not 
believe an ExtraCare 
development was 
inevitable. 

“We believe it is an 
informal agreement, 
which will enable Hafod 
Care to walk away with¬ 
out losing too much 
money, if they are unable 
to get permission in 
terms of demolition, 
planning or change of 
use. 

“The impression given 
is that it is a done and 
dusted deal - it is not,” 
he insisted. 

Robert Wathen, the 
managing director of 
Hafod Care, told The 
GEM: “We can confirm 
that contracts have been 
exchanged on the pur¬ 
chase of the Theatre 
Royal site, and that the 
necessary funding is in 
place to develop extra 
care accommodation for 
the elderly. 

“Our plans for the 
development are current¬ 
ly going through the 
approval process and we 
are confident that we can 
turn this disused site into 
a much-needed facility 
for Barry. 

“If planning is grant¬ 
ed, the facility will be a 
real asset to the town. It 
will be the first ever 
ExtraCare housing devel¬ 
opment in the Vale, 
bringing first class inde¬ 
pendent living accom¬ 
modation and support for 
the area’s elderly resi¬ 
dents. 

“We understand that 
some local groups are 
keen to retain the build¬ 
ing but as it is in a very 
poor state of repair and 
represents a very real 
health and safety risk, we 
have no choice but to 
demolish the existing 
structure.” 

He added: “ We are 
very conscious that the 
building holds many 
memories for Barry’s 
residents and so intend to 
replace it with one which 
retains the grandeur and 
presence of the Theatre 
Royal but which also 
embraces the current 
design principles which 
require us to tailor the 
environment for the 
needs of its intended res¬ 
idents.” 
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Don’t bother looking up at the skies ... 

You’ll find this alien 
invasion film to be a 
complete waste of time! 


I N this age of 
excessive mar¬ 
keting and PR, 
it is very rare that 
you walk into a cin¬ 
ema not really 
knowing what to 
expect from the film 
you’re about to see. 

The last film to sub¬ 
vert the ‘more is less’ 
approach was 

Cloverfield, a film that 
gave nothing away about 
what you were likely to 
see on screen, and it 
made for an even more 
enjoyable time. 

It is an approach the 
makers of Skyline have 
obviously taken to their 
hearts, the film landing 
on screens with very lit¬ 
tle known about it. 

Set in Los Angeles, 
strange lights descend on 
the city, drawing people 
out of their homes; but 
the lights soon turn out 
to be an extra-terrestrial 
force whose intention is 
simple - wipe out 
humanity... 

A word to the wise - if 
you are considering 
going to the cinema to 
watch Skyline , then con¬ 
sider whether you have 
seen these films first. 
Independence Dayl War 
of the Worlds (the 
Spielberg version)? The 
Matrix ? Cloverfield ? 

If you have four out of 
four, congratulations - 
not only do you have 
pretty good cinematic 
tastes, but you can 
bypass Skyline altogeth¬ 
er, a useless amalgama¬ 
tion of the mentioned 
four films that comes 
absolutely nowhere near 
to being anything 
approaching the quality 
of them. 

Aliens are obviously 
undergoing a bit of 
comeback, with 

Monsters, a film about 
the aftermath of alien 
invasion, and World 
Invasion: Battle LA, 
which ‘ahem’ deals with 
an alien invasion in Los 
Angeles, both set for cin¬ 
emas over the next few 
months. 

But hopefully those 
films will be far more 
entertaining, visceral and 
less nonsensical than 
Skyline. 

A little knowledge can 
supposedly be a danger¬ 
ous thing, but had I the 
knowledge that I was 
going to be watching a 
film directed by the 
brothers Strause, then I 
wouldn’t have allowed 
my excitement to build 
having seen the pretty 
effective trailer. 

The brothers are the 
brains (a word used in 
the loosest connotation 
possible) behind the 
schlocky but awful Alien 
vs Predator: Requiem, a 
film that made Paul W 
Anderson’s first install¬ 
ment look like Citizen 
Kane with alien crea¬ 
tures. 

Given their back¬ 
ground in computer gen¬ 
erated effects, it’s hardly 


a shock that the film both 
relies heavily on them, 
and the actual effects 
themselves are very 
good indeed — but that is 
really as much praise as 
can be offered the pair. 

Certainly they make a 
good fist of building the 
tension, the film kicking 
straight into action and 
not looking back, but 
while the brothers have a 
film that is visually 
strong, there is nothing 
to propel the visuals in 
terms of characters and 
story. 

They may know their 
way around an action 
sequence (even if said 
sequences are lifted from 
Independence Day and 
Cloverfield), and deserve 
credit for making a film 
that has all the visual 
wallop of a high-budget 
movie, despite being 
made on a low-budget. 

In fact, it could be 
argued that the brothers 
are ill-served by a script 
that lacks originality 
and, while trying to ape 
the ‘ordinary people in 
the eye of disaster’ films 
that it so obviously 
wants to be, forgot what 
makes those films so 
exciting and gripping. 

The film never really 
places the characters 
inside the situation, aside 
from a few moments 
when they attempt to 
leave the apartment 
block they are in. Much 
of the action comes from 
them watching things 
unfold through the tele¬ 
scope or the window - 
hardly the most exciting 
way of seeing what’s 
happening. 

Similarly, the charac¬ 
ters that we are left with 
aren’t able to mine the 
tensions that would give 
more dramatic heft. 

The key ingredient 
with screenplays such as 
this is to focus on the 


SCREEN 

TALK 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

human element as much 
as the threat outside, and 
the tension that comes 
from the group dynamic 
- save for one scene, 
there is precious little 
tension from the charac¬ 
ters to see. 

It strikes as being a 
concept searching for a 
narrative, and screen¬ 
writers Joshua Cordes 
and Liam O’Donnell 
show their inexperience 
by failing to build on the 
premise. 

As expected, the dia¬ 
logue clunks and the 
characterisation is base 
at best, but it does hold a 
small degree of B-movie 
charm - at least until the 
conclusion where it 
seems that, with no real 
way of ending the film, 
they simply picked up 
the first daft idea they 
had and wrote it down. 

If the film’s visuals 
are incredibly good, then 
the level of acting is par¬ 
ticularly poor. The cast, 
none of whom are big 
names, don’t do them¬ 
selves any favours, with 
turns ranging from aver¬ 
age to useless (though, in 


fairness, some get so lit¬ 
tle screentime it’s hard 
for them to really make 
any impact). 

In the lead, Eric 
Balfour may be recog¬ 
nisable from 24 or the 
Texas Chainsaw 

Massacre remake, but it 
isn’t difficult to see why 
he isn’t more of a noted 
actor, seemingly picked 
mainly for looks over 
acting ability, something 
that is prevalent through 
the rest of the cast. 

Scottie Thompson, 
Brittany Daniel, Crystal 
Reid - all attractive 
actresses, all showing 
the acting range of a 
wooden stool. 

The two most notable 
turns, from Scrubs' 
Donald Faison and 
Dexter’s David Zayas, 
are not only the most 
polished, but also the 
only two that really res¬ 
onate - and that’s partly 
because you know them 
from their respective TV 
series. 

Despite wanting to be 
like Cloverfield et al, 
Skyline doesn’t work 
because it gets the most 
basic fundamentals 
wrong - characters that 
you don’t care about, and 
the peril they find them¬ 
selves in not resonating - 
and while a visual spec¬ 
tacle, underneath there is 
very little going on. 

VERDICT - Less of a 
thrill ride, and more of a 
bore with pleasing visu¬ 
als, Skyline lacks origi¬ 
nality, strong perform¬ 
ances and an ability to 
really grip. While the 
Strause brothers ’ have a 
keen eye for visuals, they 
don’t have anything else, 
and the end product is 
one that on its own terms 
is poor, but when com¬ 
pared to other films with¬ 
in this genre, it is down¬ 
right useless. One to 
avoid. 


Brooke’s rebranding as 
La Luna is a case of 
‘mission accomplished’ 


by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


WHEN Craig 
Brookes opened 
‘Brookes 
Restaurant’ 11 
years ago, he creat¬ 
ed a fine dining 
experience that 
captured the imagi¬ 
nation of people 
throughout south 
Wales 

‘Brookes’, based at 
Talbot Green, became a 
by-word for culinary 
excellence. 

Now though, Craig, 
the owner and chef, who 
trained at eateries in 
exotic locations such as 
Bermuda and Monte 
Carlo, has rebranded the 
restaurant - its new 
name is ‘La Luna’. 

Simplicity has been 
the hallmark of the 
rebranding, with a single 
menu replacing three 
individual menus for 
food, drinks and 
desserts. 

The aim is an afford¬ 
able brasserie experi¬ 
ence that encourages 
greater frequency of vis¬ 
its than ‘fine dining’, 
which tends to attract 
people for anniversaries 
and special occasions. 

La Luna has a chic, 
modern interior which is 
complemented by sub¬ 
dued lighting providing 
an intimate atmosphere. 

My wife is a lover of 
white wines, her particu¬ 
lar favourite being a 
Pino Grigio. She chose a 
fine Montecelli from 
Italy, which was crisp 
with a fresh lemony 
flavour and was £15.95 
a bottle (or £4.30 a 
glass). 

Also for special occa¬ 
sions, there was a com¬ 
prehensive range of 
sparkling wines and 
champagnes ranging 



The transformation of Brooke’s to La Luna in Talbot Green is 
complete - and diners are endorsing the rebranding. 


from Prosecco from 
Italy at £19.95 a bottle, 
or if you wanted to push 
the boat out, a Bollinger 
Special Cuvee from 
France at £49 a bottle. 

I prefer red wine and 
a Reserve Mouton St 
Emilion, a full bodied 
ruby red Bordeaux at 
£20.95 a bottle, caught 
my eye. 

The starters ranged 
from a surprisingly 
affordable £3.95 to 
£5.95. My wife plumped 
for the goat’s cheese 
baked in a crisp pastry 
parcel with a spiced 
onion chutney and beet¬ 
root salad. 

It really brought out 
the flavour of the goat’s 
cheese which was 
smooth and creamy and 
was accompanied by an 
apple and mustard grain 
dressing which had a 
real kick to it. 

I chose the moules 
mariniere, which was 
cooked in a white wine, 
garlic, shallot and pars¬ 
ley cream sauce with 
char-grilled focaccia. 
This was a triumph! 

The mussels were 
deliciously tender and 
had really absorbed the 
flavour of the garlic and 
shallots. 

We are both lovers of 


seafood so for the main 
course my wife selected 
the seared tuna steak 
with samphire, crab and 
home dried tomatoes, 
and lemon and basil 
beurre blanc. It was 
cooked to perfection, 
and she said it was the 
best tuna she had had in 
years. 

My choice was pan 
fried seabass with a 
warm crab nicoise, in a 
Spanish style cilantro 
green sauce. It was ten¬ 
der and melted on the 
tongue. 

For side dishes, my 
wife had the buttered 
new potatoes, I went for 
the hand-cut chunky 
chips, and we were both 
tempted by the braised 
red cabbage with apple 
and bacon. 

Both fish dishes and 
accompanying side 
orders were a delight. 

The dessert menu 
included chocolate fon¬ 
due, Eton mess, 
tiramisu, bread and but¬ 
ter pudding, creme 
brulee, iced white 
chocolate parfait and a 
cheeseboard that com¬ 
prised Welsh and conti¬ 
nental cheeses with 
chutney, sun dried toma¬ 
toes, biscuits and bread. 
All the desserts were 


£4.95; the cheeseboard 
was £5.95. My wife suc¬ 
cumbed to a strawberry 
Eton mess. As a con¬ 
firmed chocoholic, I 
valiantly negotiated the 
chocolate fondue - the 
warm chocolate held in 
a cast iron style pot with 
strawberries, raspber¬ 
ries, and pineapples 
chunks - to dip - on a 
fondue tray. 

Both the chocolate 
and the fruit combined 
well, although care had 
to be taken with the odd 
splash of chocolate on 
the tablecloth! 

A starter, a main 
course with two side 
orders, and a dessert, 
roughly works out at 
£30 a person so for two 
people £60 is realistic - 
with the cost of drinks 
on top. 

Kate Turner, the man¬ 
ager, and her waitresses 
were very attentive and 
the service was excel¬ 
lent. 

For La Luna, Talbot 
Green’s new affordable 
brasserie experience, 
and Craig Brooke’s lat¬ 
est incarnation, the high 
quality is there and in 
the case of Brooke’s 
rebranding, it appears 
to be a case of ‘mission 
accomplished’. a 


MP’s advice 
surgeries 

THE Vale MP Alun Cairns, will 
be holding surgeries for advice 
and assistance this Friday, 
November 19 at 2.30pm-3.45pm 
at Romilly Primary School, 
Barry. 

As part of the celebrations for 
the turning on of the High Street 
Christmas lights, the office will be 
open from 4pm-5.30pm at 29 High 
Street, Barry. 

Anyone in the Vale is welcome to 
attend, but surgeries are very busy 
and it is advisable to call 01446 
403814 to make an appointment. 

Charity quiz 

THERE’S a special edition 
Children in Need quiz 
night this Friday, 

November 19, at the St 
Athan’s King’s Cup. 

Everyone welcome from 
9pm. All proceeds will go to 
Pudsey’s favourite good caus¬ 
es. 

Village quiz 

A QUIZ is being held in St Hilary 
village hall tomorrow, (Friday, 


November 19) at 7.30pm. 

Light supper and bar. Tickets, 
available from Elaine Robins 
(01446 773309) or Carolyn Lyons 
(774890). 

Dinas Powys 
autumn fayre 

THE parish of St Andrew Major 
is holding is autumn fayre on 
Saturday, November 20 at the 
Parish and Lee Halls, Britway 
Road, Dinas Powys. 

The fayre will be opened by 
Father Christmas at 1pm and chil¬ 
dren can then meet Santa in his 
magical grotto. Other activities 
include games and face painting. 

Visitors can purchase high quali¬ 
ty, handmade gifts, cards and fes¬ 
tive decorations, and other goods. 

Parishioners from St Michael’s 
Church, Michaelston-le-Pit will sell 
fresh produce. There will also be 
Fairtrade goods and refreshments 
in the Lee Hall. 

Rector of St Andrew Major, Rev 
D Huw Rhydderch, said: “All pro¬ 
ceeds from the autumn fayre go to 
charity and this is the main charita¬ 
ble fundraising activity of the 
parish.” 


Penarth fayre 

THE parish of Penarth and 
Llandough hold their Christmas 
fayre this Saturday, November 20 
in the Paget Rooms, Penarth, 
from 10am-12noon. 

Stalls: Homemade cakes, pre¬ 
serves, savouries, gifts for 
Christmas, cards, books toys, bottle 
stall, parcels and an amazing raffle. 

Father Christmas will be making 
a visit, so bring along the children. 
Entry free. Admission, adults 50p 
including coffee/tea. 

Further details from Ann Lush 
(029 2070 3547). 

Mozart Requiem 

ON Sunday, November 21 at 
7.30pm in St Augustine’s Church, 
Penarth Cantemus Chamber 
choir Wales, directed by Robert 
Court, will perform Mozart’s 
Requiem. 

This is the final in a series of 
three Mozart concerts by Cantemus 
and St Augustine’s Chamber 
Orchestra. 

Cantemus is joined by soloists 
Carleen Ebbs (soprano), Miranda 
Westcott (mezzo soprano), Robin 
Burlton (tenor) and the winner of 


the 2010 Kathleen Ferrier singing 
prize Njabulo Madlala (baritone). 

Tickets (£16 full price; £12 con¬ 
cessions) available on 029 2061 
9436, or at the door. Further 
details by email from rgcourt@ntl- 
world.com 

Potato Street 
Players 

FIVE people are invited to a 
remote country house to be audi¬ 
tioned for a new reality show on 
television. Why were they select¬ 
ed? What is the connection 
between them? 

Find out at Wick and Monknash 
Village Hall on November 24, 25, 
26 at 7.45pm for the Potato Street 
Players’ production of Spy game by 
Bettina Manktelow. 

Tickets, priced at £5 are avail¬ 
able from Edna Black-Gerrard 
(01656 890382), Winnie Davies 
(01446 890320), Wick Village Shop 
or on the door. 

Storyteller’s 

Garden 

LLANTWIT Major Horticultural 
Society will meet on November 
24 at 7.30pm in Llantonian Hall, 


Llantwit Major. 

In a departure from the usual 
format, they welcome society 
member and storyteller Kate 
Hibbert, who will entertain with 
gardening tales. 

Admission to the evening and 
seasonal refreshments free. 
Members and prospective members 
warmly welcomed. 

Books signing 

GEM columnist Brian Lee will 
be signing copies of Yesterday’s 
Cardiff, Cardiff’s Vanishing 
Docklands, Cardiff Voices, 
Butetown & Cardiff Docks, 
Central Cardiff, Cathays, Maindy, 
Gabalfa & Mynachdy and Cardiff 
Remembered at Waterstone’s, 

The Hayes, Cardiff, at 6pm-8pm 
on November 25. 

Porthcawl fayre 

ALL Saint’s Church, Victoria 
Avenue, Porthcawl, will be hold¬ 
ing their pre-Christmas fayre on 
Saturday, November 27 at 
11.30am. 

Lunches and light refreshments 
will be served from 12 noon. 
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Out and About with The GEM 


Charities’ fun run 



DIABETES UK 
Cymru, Marie 
Curie Cancer Care 
and St John Cymru 
Wales are appealing 
for more people to 
get into the 
Christmas spirit - 
by taking part in 
their first joint fes¬ 
tive fun run at 
Penarth. 

The fancy dress event 
will help raise vital funds 
for the three charities and 
organisers are aiming for 
150 people to take part 
along Penarth seafront on 
December 12. 


“So far, 30 runners 
have signed up and many 
Penarth businesses have 
shown their support by 
providing mulled wine, 
minced pies and raffle 
prizes for the day. 
Penarth residents and 
pupils from Westbourne 
School will also be set¬ 
ting up a cake stall at the 
event,” said Ruth 
Kearney of St John 
Cymru. 

“Starting at 2pm next 
to the cliff top play¬ 
ground, people can either 
run or walk the 3km 
(two-mile) course for any 
of the three charities in 
Christmas fancy dress, 
even if it’s just a piece of 
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To get the party started . . . 

CHRISTMAS BANQUET 
5 Courses £23.95 

• Christmas Combo 
• Crispy aromatic duck 
• Main Courses (Choice of six) 

• For parties of 4 or more - 
Seafood special 

•Christmas puddings or ice cream 


im 

U VO » o 

las 3 

Ill 


CHRISTMAS PICK & MIX 
3 Courses £15.95 

STARTERS: Choose 3 items per person 
MAIN COURSES: 

Choose 1 dish per person or 3 dishes 
to share between 2 people - 
with egg fried rice or noodles 
DESSERT: Ice cream or banana fritters 
(own menu choice preferences available) 
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tinsel or Santa hat. 

“The day will be the 
perfect way to get into 
the festive spirit as it will 
also feature an under-12s 
fancy dress competition 
and carol singing by the 
RAF St Athan Voluntary 
Band.” 

Prizes will be given 
for the best costumes, 
which will be judged by 
Santa at the finish line in 
the Italian Gardens. 

Dai Williams, 

National Director of 
Diabetes UK Cymru, 
said: “We are so pleased 
to be working with Marie 
Curie Cancer Care and St 
John Cymru Wales to 
host our first joint 
Festive Fun Run. 

“More than 153,000 
people are now diag¬ 
nosed with diabetes in 
Wales - nearly one in 20 
- and that number is rap¬ 
idly rising. 

“The money the fun 
runners raise will help 
Diabetes UK Cymru to 
provide advice, support 
and information to peo¬ 
ple with diabetes and pay 
for vital research into the 
condition.” 

Runners must be over 
the age of 12, but under- 
12s can take part in the 
Christmas fancy dress 
competition. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, visit the new website 
www.penarthfunrun.com 
or call 029 2042 6068. 


Ty Hafan carol 
concert date 


WHAT better way to 
start your Christmas 
by singing carols for 
Ty Hafan at its 
Cardiff’s Christmas 
concert in Cardiff’s 
City Hall on 
Thursday, December 
9 at 6pm. 

Host and TV presen¬ 
ter Rhodri Owen will 
be joined by Barry 
Brass Band, City 
Voices, Cardiff, Ysgol 


The Big 
Screen 

THE Big Screen’s 
next presentation is 
From Time To Time 
(PG), which will be 
shown on Thursday, 
November 25, at 
7.30pm in the Town 
Hall. 

This film is directed 
by Julian Fellowes, who 
also wrote the recent 
ITV hit Downton Abbey. 

It stars some of the 
same cast, including 
Maggie Smith and Hugh 
Bonneville, plus 
favourites Timothy Spall 
and Pauline Collins. 

A young boy, evacuat¬ 
ed to an ancient mansion 
during World War II, has 
to deal with apparitions 
from the ghostly past. 

Based on Lucy M 
Boston’s book ‘The 
Chimneys of Green 
Knowe’. 

Doors open at 
7.10pm. Tickets £3 
(available in advance 
from the Town Clerk’s 
office, or on the door). 


A LA CARTE MENU 

available throughout the 
Festive Season 

Unit 1, Britannia House 
Penny Lane, COWBRIDGE 

(Situated behind Town Hall Car Park) 


OPEN: 

Sun -Thurs: 

12-2.30pm • 
5.00pm-10.30pm 
Fri to Sat: 
12-2.30pm* 
5.00pm-11.00pm 


T,ie JT ion 

FESTIVE LUNCH/DINNER - 3 Courses £9.50/£ 12.50 

2 Course DINNER @ £8.50 (Monday to Saturday) 
Midweek LUNCH @ £5.00 (Tuesday-Friday) 
SUNDAY LUNCH from £5.95 

01446 781208 


Gwaun y Nant, Glan- 
yr-Afon Primary 
School and Howell’s 
Senior Girls’ Choir. 

All proceeds from 
the evening will help 
Ty Hafan to continue 
providing it services to 
life-limited children, 
young people and their 
families from across 
Wales. 

Purchase tickets 
online at 

www.tyhafan.org/carol- 

concert 

or by contacting 029 
20672065. 


The Green 
Room 
entertains 

ON Friday, 
December 3 at 8pm, 
writer John Barnie 
and musician 
‘Stainless’ Steel 
Garrett, entertain 
guests at the Green 
Room, 41 John 
Street, Porthcawl - 
the Sustainable 
Wales office. 

John Bamie will be 
launching his latest book 
- a collection of essays 
about politics and cul¬ 
ture, titled Fire Drill- 
Notes on the First 
Decade of the Twenty - 
first Century, published 
by Seren. 

Based in Cardiff, 

Steve Garrett returns to 
his guitar roots, creating 
songs for challenging 
times, while paying 
homage to musicians 
such as Mose Allison, 
Dan Hicks and Richard 
Thompson. 

Admission £3 on the 
door. 


Tell us ‘What’s On’ 
in your area - 
gemeditorial@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 


Your magical Christmas 

starts here! 



Book online at www.dfr.co.uk 
Telephone bookings to 
0IS94 841 164 
Enquiries to 01594 84S840 
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Christmas 
Craft Fayre 

Saturday, 27th November 10.00am - 4.30pm 
& Sunday 28th November 10.30am - 4.00pm 

Craft Stalls • Free Mulled Wine & Mince Pies 
Children’s Choir 2.00 pm on Saturday 

4 Wood Turner • Photography • Free Prize Draw 
Tortoise Society Displays • Owls 4U 

See our display of 
Christmas Trees & Decorations. 

Enjoy a selection of Christmas complimentary tasters in 
our Coffee Shop. 

Christmas Gift Ideas 

PORT ROAD, WENVOE, CARDIFF 

Telephone: 029 2059 8118 

www.stylegardens.co.uk 




Meet Santa on the 
Dean Forest Railway! 


W HY not 
make a 
date with 
Santa who will be 
brimming with 
Christmas cheer at 
the Dean Forest 
Railway? 

Climb aboard one of 
the steam trains and soak 
up some early festive 
magic in the wintry 
Forest of Dean, a 
spokesperson writes. 

Santa will be laden 
with gifts for children 
and may well have some 
goodies for adults as 
well! His sack always 
has a worthwhile gift for 
everyone and he seeks 
out every bright-eyed 
believer during the train 
journey. 

There are no queues 
on the platform to see 
him. Bring your camera 
to snap the magical 
moment of seeing Santa. 

The round trip 
through the Forest to 
Parkend in beautifully 
restored carriages, 
hauled by one of our 
steam locomotives, takes 
about an hour, and on- 
train entertainment is 
provided. 

Adults are not forgot¬ 
ten with mince pies and 


a seasonal tipple! Santa’s 
special trains will run on 
December 5, 11, 12, 18, 
19 and 24. Trains depart 
from Norchard at 
11.30am, 1pm or 2.30pm 
on each of those days. 

The DFR is based at 
Norchard, near Lydney, 
where there is a large 
free car park, award 
winning museum, a 
well-stocked gift shop 
and cafeteria serving 
healthy snacks and soft 
drinks. 

Advance booking is 
essential and all seats are 
pre-allocated and identi¬ 
fied on tickets. 

Children’s presents 
are specifically allocated 
according to age and 


gender, so staff ask for 
this detail when book¬ 
ing. 

Further details can be 
found on the website and 
in the special Santa 
brochure available from 
leaflet racks and from 
the Norchard shop. 

New for 2010 is the 
Family Party Ticket 
which offers a discount 
to parties of four or 
more (adults or chil¬ 
dren). See the DFR 
website at 

www.dfr.co.uk for full 
details and advance 
booking arrangements. 

The shop (telephone 
01594 845840) can also 
provide full information 
and booking guidance. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats - 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 

M Tel: (01656) 11 1 496 1 1 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 737827 or 01656 653456 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Anybody who wants clothes collecting, 
please contact the above telephone numbers 








piirrjo ***** winnin s Pub on the CDCPIAI 

UnCr O 2 Course Lunch - £9.50 wrtUIML 
Choice of 5 starters, 7 mains (Monday - Saturday) 

3 Course Dinner - £12.95 
A starter or dessert with a choice of 6 main courses 

including fresh fish and lamb with tea or coffee 
(Served until end November - excluing Saturdays) 
Booking 
| Advisable | 

Festive 
Farmer’s 
Fayre 
Si Fun 

4 Course Dinner Parties (Served 1st - 23rd December) 
£19.95 - With Disco £22.50 - Disco & Cabaret £25.95 
4 Course Lunch Parties - £17.95 or individually priced options 

(Sample selection) 

Filo Pastry, King Prawns with Salad & Lemon Mayonnaise 
Chef’s Chicken liver & Brandy Pate with Onion Marmalade & Wholemeal Toast 
Marinated Chicken & Roast Vegetable Skewer with a Sweet Chilli Dip 

Braised Venison with Seasonal Vegetables & a Parsnip Puree 
Roast Turkey, Stuffing & Cranberry Sauce 
Roast Beef, Yorkshire Pudding & Horseradish Sauce 
Cod Steak with a Herb Crust in a Tomato & Sweet Pepper Sauce 
Lamb Fillet in a Redcurrant Jus 

Mediterranean Vegetable Risotto with a Mozzarella Cheese Topping 

Dessert to be chosen on the evening from our delightful 
selection in the Sweet Cabinet 

Filter Coffee or Tea 

Individual CHRISTMAS LUNCH prices also available 

Celebrate New Year 2011 with us... 

Serving Bar Meals/Restaurant Menu 

Tickets not applicable - restaurant booking advisable 

Always a popular choice - Relax with us soon ... 

Call 01656 880224 
Wick Road, St Brides Major, CF32 0SE 
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‘BUSINESS AS USUAL’ AT 
THE ST CYRES SCHOOL 



FROM the opening 
address of the 
Headteacher Dr 
Jonathan Hicks, to 
the last visitor leav¬ 
ing, it was clear 
that it was “busi¬ 
ness as usual” at 
the St Cyres school 
open evening. 

Hundreds of local 
parents and pupils were 
treated to the usual high 
standard displays of 
staff and pupils working 
together to produce an 
enjoyable and informa¬ 
tive evening. 

Prospective parents 
were able to see com¬ 
puter-aided design and 
manufacture of key 
fobs, and sample the 
delicious work of cater¬ 
ing students in technolo¬ 
gy- 

A fascinating display 
of World War I and II 
memorabilia was on dis¬ 
play in history, together 
with samples of yet 
more (historical!) food 
and fun quizzes. 

An impressive array 
of geography tech was 
on view and the RE 
dept delivered a fine 
display of artefacts, as 
well as performing a 
thought provoking 
playlet. 

Yet more performanc¬ 
es were given by pupils 
working with the 
English faculty and 
open rehearsals were 
given by the school 
wind band and staff and 
pupils preparing for the 
production of The 
Sound of Music, which 
will be performed at the 
end of January. 

The languages faculty 
occupied the new hall 


and their French bistro 
provided all visitors 
with the opportunity to 
rest their feet and enjoy 
a cafe noir or a crois¬ 
sant! 

Once rested, the visi¬ 
tors were also able to 
see presentations rang¬ 
ing from the school’s 
thriving Fairtrade group, 
to the equally thriving 
Welsh Baccalaureate 
Qualification, in which 
St Cyres continues to 
lead the way in Wales. 

The science block 
was extremely busy, for 
as well as the usual fun 
and games with DNA 
testing, liquid nitrogen, 
frozen carbon dioxide 
and the Van der Graff 
generator, to name but a 
few. 

There was also a 
presentation given by 
the school’s national 
winners of the 
Wellcome Trust compe¬ 
tition, who were shortly 
about to embark upon 
their prize - a trip in 
Darwin’s footsteps to 
the Galapagos Islands! 

In addition to this, 
there were fun displays 
from the Maths and 
Business and IT facul¬ 
ties. 

An exciting display 
of talent was on show in 
the school gym, where 
pupils were displaying 
their skills at trampolin- 
ing, table tennis and 
much more. 

It was good to see St 
Cyres in the spotlight 
for all the right reasons, 
and it shows that, 
despite the flood set¬ 
back in September, the 
school is well and truly 
back on track! 

MM 



St Cyres’Fairtrade counter. 



Performing Roald Dahl's Red Riding Hood and the Wolf 
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ABOVE: Trampolining in the gym 
LEFT: Making Welshcakes! 


In brief 


Festive fayre 

ON Monday, 

November 29 at 7pm, 
Colwinston Village 
Hall is holding another 
Christmas fayre in aid 
of the WI, offering a 
complimentary glass of 
mulled wine and mince 
pies. 

Stalls include home¬ 
made cakes, jewellery 
and accessories, design¬ 
er baby clothes, organic 
handmade cosmetics 
and gifts from Goose 
Island and Stanley 
Market. Free admission. 

Charity tea 

FESTIVE afternoon 
tea will be held on 
Sunday, December 12 
at the Duke of 
Wellington, 

Cowbridge, from 3 pm- 
5pm. 

Tea, coffee, mulled 
wine and mince pies, 
cakes, preserves, 
Christmas crafts and 
tombola. All proceeds 
will be donated to 
Velindre Hospital. 



ABOVE: The girls check out the piste before the competition. 


Cowbridge pupils 
do well in skiing 
championships 



ABOVE: Emily Hopkins achieved an 
excellent time. 


ARTIFICIAL 

SLOPE 

SUCCESS 

THE British Schools 
Artificial Skiing 

Championships took 
place in Stoke on Trent. 

The school had three 
teams who had qualified 
from the Welsh Schools 
attending these champi¬ 
onships. Travelling up on 
Saturday to attend ski 
training in the evening, 
the Cowbridge skiers 
were hopeful of a very 
successful weekend. 

Training went well, 
especially for the new¬ 
comers racing for the 
first time at this level. 
These were Harry 
Hopkin (year-7), Ben 
Thomas (year-8), Nicky 
Griffiths (year-9) and 
Hannah Thomas (year- 
10). With an early start 
on Sunday, it was straight 
to bed after supper. 

On a glorious cold 
autumn morning, all 
skiers collected their bibs 
for training and course 
inspections. The girls 
were first off in a field of 
100 skiers. 

First racer was 
Hannah Thomas who 
completed the 18 gates of 
a very tight course. 
Unfortunately, sister 
Amy was disqualified at 
the last but one when she 
straddled the gate. The 
same happened to Sarah 
Williams, and it was left 
to captain Emily Hopkins 
to finish in an excellent 
time of 14.03. 

First off for the boys in 
the A Team was Matthew 
Goodlad in a very good 
time of 16.01 secs. Jack 
Phillips going for a fast 
time, straddled a gate and 
was disqualified. Harri 
Hitchcock kept the boys 
team in contention with 
15.45secs but captain 
George Spill suffered 


like many other skiers 
with a straddle and dis¬ 
qualifications. 

The B Team was led 
off by year-7 pupil Harry 
Hopkins, who showed 
the senior boys how to 
complete the difficult 
course in a time of 
17.69secs. Ben Thomas, 
skiing at this level for the 
first time suffered a nasty 
fall but managed to get 
back up and finish the 
course to keep the B 
Team in the competition. 
Nicky Griffiths did not 
finish and captain James 
Griffiths completed the 
course in a controlled 
16.65secs. 

In the team event, after 
the first run, three skiers 
out of four have to com¬ 
plete the course to count. 
Unfortunately, only the B 
team managed this, so in 
the second run it was just 
practice for some. 

Sarah Williams 
showed that she is a very 
good skier with a time of 
14.65secs which would 


have put her in the top 10 
in the field if she had 
completed the first run. 

Emily Hopkins 

improved her second run 
to finish third overall to 
gain bronze medal posi¬ 
tion. 

Harry Hitchcock was 
the highest placed boy 
and completed his sec¬ 
ond run to finish 23rd out 
of 100. Youngsters Harry 
Hopkins and Ben 
Thomas proved their 
potential by completing 
the second run in very 
good times. 

A great weekend was 
had by all. Sadly not the 
success for some skiers 
they had wished for. 
Unlike other sports, you 
get one chance to get it 
right. 

A big thank you to all 
the parents who travelled 
up to support the school 
and their children. Also 
thanks to ‘Coyoti Ski’ 
shop for their continued 
support and for providing 
all skiers with T-shirts. 

All skiers now look 
forward to the ‘real stuff’ 
at the British School 
Boys/Girls Snow 

Championships in 
M e i r i n g e n 
Switzerland/Flaine 
France in late January 
2011 . 

Any companies who 
would like to support the 
school ski team, please 
contact Gian Williams on 
07896 802633. 

LEFT: The team in 
their t-shirts. 
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‘BECOMING HUMAN’ IS STAGED AT 
BARRY COMPREHENSIVE SCHOOL 





ABOVE: Monitoring the filming on the 
high tech equipment 


ABOVE: The official clapboard 


speculated about the 
plot, the exact details 
of which are being 
kept under wraps, but 
we can reveal that a 
regular cast member 
from Being Human 
also appears in the new 
production. 

Becoming Human 
will be broadcast in the 
New Year and every¬ 
one at the school is 
looking forward to 
spotting themselves on 
screen. Cut...Reset! 


Innovation 

Awards 

Barry Comprehensive 
Schools’ Faculty of 
Design Technology had 
three of its pupils nomi¬ 
nated at the recent 
WJEC Innovation 
Awards. 

The awards are an 
annual design event 
organised by the Welsh 
Assembly Government 
and the Welsh Joint 


Education Committee. 

Ben Callow, Yousuf 
Arshad and Tom Tsang 
all had their work dis¬ 
played at the national 
event and Tom won the 
overall prize for 
CAD/CAM, which was 
presented to him by the 
First Minister Carwyn 
Jones. 

All three boys are 
continuing their studies 
in the sixth form. 

AC 


of Vale People First! 


Making a stand against racism 


LOCAL members of both the Labour 
Party and Plaid Cymru “put political dif¬ 
ferences aside” to unite last weekend and 
campaign against racism at Barry’s King 
Square, handing out campaign leaflets to 
shoppers from anti-racism organisation 
‘Hope Not Hate’. 

Barry Labour councillor, Rob Curtis, who co¬ 
ordinated the event said: “The Hope Not Hate cam¬ 
paign mobilises everyone opposed to racism and 
the politics of hate. 

“Remembrance weekend was a time to reflect on 
those who gave their lives for this country. 

“It was also an opportunity to think about the 
traditions and values by which we should live our 
lives - freedom, equality and tolerance.” 


ABOVE: 

United by a message 
of hope. 


Rise and rise 


ABOVE: Preparing to shoot a scene in the school’s atrium 
with more Barry Comprehensive School extras. 


ABOVE: Tom Tsang is presented with the 
CAD/Cam Award by First Minister 
Carwyn Jones AM. 


ABOVE: The show’s main characters in a scene in a school corridor 
with Barry Comprehensive School extras in the background 


The school gym is 
floodlit for an eerie scene 


BARRY 
Comprehensive 
School provided 
the location and 
the extras for the 
filming of the latest 
instalment in the 
BBC’s cult hit 
series Being 
Human. 

The filming, for an 
internet and red-button 
spin-off called 
Becoming Human, 
took place over half- 
term and involved 
dozens of pupils. 

Fan blogs and 
Twitter tweets have 



College students get 
a taste of politics 


ABOVE: Students work on new legislation and 
meet Jane Hutt AM in the Senedd. 


LEVEL 2 Business & Retail 
students from Barry College 
recently got a taste of a life in 
politics at the National 
Assembly for Wales in Cardiff 
Bay. 

They took part in a debate about 
the education maintenance 
allowance (EMA) system in the 


Siambr Hywel, a special chamber 
for youth debates under full 
Assembly rules. 

They then participated in a work¬ 
shop on making a new law. They 
were met at the Senedd by Vale AM 
and Business and Budget Minister 
Jane Hutt, who held a question and 
answer session. 


THE Vale People First AGM attracted members from across the Vale, with a number of trustees in attendance 
including Jane Hutt AM, who spoke on her role as Finance Minister for Wales. 

“It was great to take part in the Vale People First AGM and to hear about all their activities across the past 
year. Membership is growing and Vale People First is playing an important role in providing opportunities for 
a wide range of people,” she commented. 
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Game proves a fitting 
memory to Jonathan 



Wil Alston goes over for his first try. 



Centre Adam Williams on the attack. 

(PHOTOGRAPHS by 
GARETH DAVIES). 



Police youth outside-half Josh Miles attacks. 


South Wales Police welcomed the 14 Signal 
Regiment for the fifth annual match played 
in the memory of Jonathan Peter 
Hetherington, who sadly lost his life in 
Afghanistan in 2006, aged 22. 

The game was played in a spirit befitting the 
occasion, and these pictures show how hard fought 
it was. 

You can read a full report on the game on page 
48 of this week’s GEM. 




Nathan Holman and Adam Williams 
stop another Signal attach. 


Police forward James 
Elton on the charge. 




Litchard 
hit for 9 

SUNDAY Saints 
were on cloud nine 
as they ran ram¬ 
pant over Litchard 
B, demolishing the 
bottom side in the 
league after an 
explosive display. 

Jordan Mortimore 
and Dean Cleave both 


Phoenix rattle up a 
ton against Lampeter 


PENCOED Phoenix proved far 
too strong for the University 
Wales, Lampeter students, 
playing in their first league 
match, and ran out compre¬ 
hensive winners by 117-0. 

Player of the match Jo Poupon led 
the try scorers with four tries, Sammy 
Jo Humphrey scored a ha- trick to take 
her to 14 league tries to date, with 
hooker Natalie O’Shea also scoring a 
hat trick. 

Further tries came from Louise 
Jones (two), Sarah Hughes (two), 
Niara Zubikarai, Hannah Leigh Young, 
Hannah Brunskill, Leigh Francis, Amy 
Stevens and Emma Adams, with 
Hughes adding six conversions for a 
match haul of 22 points. 


The youth team were not so fortu¬ 
nate, and after leading for most of the 
first half, and being competitive 
throughout, eventually went down 21- 
43 to visitors Tylorstown. 

Try scorers for Pencoed were Chris 
John, Hywel Price, and Ieuan Griffiths, 
with first full youth season hooker 
Griffiths giving a very combative dis¬ 
play. Lewys Jenkins added three con¬ 
versions. 

On Saturday, the First XV entertain 
Aberavon Green Stars, the Second XV 
play a league match at Wick, with the 
youth also involved in a league match 
at home to Pyle. 

Phoenix will play a friendly at 
Cardiff University, subject to an under- 
18 festival cancellation. 

TR 


hit hat tricks as Leigh 
Lewis, James Austin 
and Tom Roberts all 
got on the scoresheet. 

Honourable men¬ 
tions for Nicky Cox, 
Leigh Lewis and 
Jordan Mortimore, 
but man of the match 
was Dean Cleave. 

Saints FC: G 
Richards, R Lewis, A 
Lawson (West on 64), 

N Cox (captain) 

(Casey on 72), G 
Morgans, T Roberts, J 
Austin, T Charles, D 
Cleave, L Lewis, J 
Mortimore. Subs: R 
West, A Casey. 


| BRYNCETHIN MINI AND JUNIOR RUGBY ROUNDUP 

Under-8s edge two games 
against Tonyrefail team 


THANK you to all 
the players and 
spectators for the 
impeccable way in 
which they 
observed the 
Remembrance Day 
silence at 11 
o’clock. 

Under 8s 

Due to the sizes of 
the squads available it 
was agreed to play two 
matches. 

Game 1: Bryncethin 
10 vs Tonyrefail 4 

Following a week of 
atrocious weather, the 
fear was that the condi¬ 
tions would not be suit¬ 
ed to running rugby. 
Luckily the playing sur¬ 
face was in decent con¬ 
dition despite being 
slightly heavy and both 
teams set out to enter¬ 
tain. 

With the visitors win¬ 
ning the toss and play¬ 
ing down the hill, they 
started with some good 
passing moves. Despite 
the early pressure they 
couldn’t breach the 
Bryncethin defence. 
Once the home side 
secured possession they 
were able to put togeth¬ 
er a series of excellent 
phases of play. By the 
interval, the home team 
were 5 - 1 to the good 
following some fine 
running rugby from the 
likes of Ifan Hunnam 
and Morgan Hughes. 

The second half start¬ 
ed as the first had fin¬ 
ished with Bryncethin 
applying the pressure. It 
is to the great credit of 
Tonyrefail that they 
weathered the early 
storm to hit back them¬ 
selves. The spirited 
fightback was three 
unanswered tries scored 
to narrow to gap to one. 
With the game now 
opening up it allowed 
Bryncethin to reassert 
themselves and they ran 
out comfortable 10-4 
winners. 

Try scorers: Ifan 
Hunnam (four), Shaun 
Batchelor (three), Rhys 
Cawley (two) and Rhys 
Williams 

Game 2: Bryncethin 
5 vs Tonyrefail 4 

The second game got 
underway with the 
home side playing down 
the hill and hoping to 
open up an early lead. 

It was a much sterner 
test on this occasion and 
both defences were on 
top in the early stages, 
with Shaun Batchelor 
and Hollie Morgan 
showing up well. 

Tonyrefail made the 
first breakthrough but 
following an exchange 
of scores it was level at 
2-2 by half time. 

The second half was 
as tight as the first with 
great running and tag¬ 
ging coming from both 
sides, but it was 
Bryncethin who went 
ahead with a superb 
solo run from Rhys 
Cawley. Tonyrefail hit 
back with a try and it 
continued as a tight 
affair until the final 
whistle, with Bryncethin 
holding on to win 5-4. 


Try scorers: Shaun 
Batchelor, Ifan Hunnam 
(2), Rhys Williams and 
Rhys Cawley. 

Men of the matches: 
Morgan Hughes for 
great running and sup¬ 
port play. Ifan Hunnam 
for his well taken tries, 
with great defending, 
running and support 
play. 

Squad: Cory Ryall 
(captain - game 1), 

Rhys Cawley (captain - 
Game 2), Thomas 
Bassett, Shaun 
Batchelor, Ifan 
Hunnam, Morgan 
Hughes, Hollie Morgan, 
Rhys Williams, Jake 
Whitefield and Morgan 
Thomas. 

Under 9s 

Bryncethin 1 vs 
Tonyrefail 6 

This was a much 
improved performance 
from the young 
Bryncethin side. They 
are gaining in confi¬ 
dence with each game 
and yet again showed 
their many followers 
what rugby is all about, 
with the sheer joy they 
play with. 

There were excellent 
tackles made by all the 
team and resolute 
defence restricted 
Tonyrefail to a 4-0 half 
time lead. 

The second half was 
the best spell from 
Bryncethin this year to 
date. Sam Howells 
scored an excellent try 
for Bryncethin with a 
lovely break from half 
way to finish in the cor¬ 
ner. Two further scores 
from the visitors in the 
second half finished off 
the match. 

Man of the Match: 
Dafydd Baker. 

Match day squad: 
Sam Howells (captain), 
Dylan Hill, Kathryn 
Pritchard, Dafydd 
Baker, Lloyd Costigan, 
Thomas Painter, 

Geraint Richards and 
Billy Sinclair. 

Under 10s 

Bryncethin 54 vs 
Tonyrefail 0 

Following a number 
of weeks where the 
under-10s have failed to 
perform for parts of 
their matches, the 
coaches were delighted 
with this complete per¬ 
formance. 

Tonyrefail must be 
commended for their 
performance. They have 
an excellent mix of big 
strong players and pace 
among their back line. 
However, every time 
they attacked, the 
Bryncethin boys were 
more than a match. 
Without the excellent 
defensive work of 
Morgan Stephens and 
Jack Thomas, it could 
have been a far closer 
match. 

The first try would 
give an insight into how 
Bryncethin would 
approach this match. 
Excellent work by 
Ethan Hopkins and 
Tobias Hunt allowed 
superb interplay 
between forwards and 
backs, with Scott Ryall 
and Finlay Mullens 


combining to allow 
Scott to open the scor¬ 
ing. 

Further first half 
scores were to come 
from Josh Napper, 

Aaron Thomas, Finlay 
Mullens and Ethan 
Hopkins. With all the 
conversions being suc¬ 
cessful it gave the home 
team a 35-0 advantage. 

The second half start¬ 
ed with a flurry from 
the Tonyrefail young¬ 
sters, but with Luke 
Board and Keiran 
Dixon again showing 
their defensive qualities 
to thwart the visitors, 
the Bryncethin try line 
was not going to be 
breached. Further scores 
came from Tobias Hunt 
and the excellent Daniel 
Osarigie with two. The 
only blot on an other¬ 
wise faultless display 
was the one conversion 
that was missed - you 
know who you are! 

Squad: Daniel 
Osarigie (captain), 
Aaron Thomas, Scott 
Ryall, Jack Thomas, 
Tobias Hunt, Ethan 
Hopkins, Luke Board, 
Finlay Mullens, Josh 
Napper, Morgan Stevens 
and Keiran Dixon. 

Man of the match: 
Jack Thomas - super all 
round game. 

Under 11s 
The short journey to 
Llanharan gave the 
team two matches in a 
round robin. 

Llanharan 28 vs 
Bryncethin 28 
Bryncethin and 
Llanharan both con¬ 
tributed to an excellent 
display of open, running 
rugby with Llanharan 
scoring the first try. 
Good ball handling 
s ki lls saw Emyr 
Watkins go over in the 
comer with Dafydd 
Evans converting. 

Quick work from Ryan 
Lovell saw Dafydd 
Evans score a second 
for Bryncethin that he 
converted himself. Not 
to be outdone, 

Llanharan scored a sec¬ 
ond to level the scores 
at half time. 

Great spirit in the 
second half came from 
both teams again show¬ 
ing their attacking 
prowess. Iwan Veasey 
and Dafydd Evans 
scored further tries for 
Bryncethin with Dafydd 
converting both. 
Llanharan were not to 
be denied and they 
score two tries of their 
own to deservedly fin¬ 
ish the game level. 

Porth 14 vs 
Bryncethin 19 
The first half saw 
both teams determined 
to throw the ball about 
and Bryncethin took the 
lead with a try from 
Iwan Veasey, converted 
by Dafydd Evans. 

Porth responded with 
grit and determination 


to score two tries to 
take the lead. In a 
change of tactic, the 
Bryncethin forwards 
then showed good 
strength upfront to 
secure the ball and 
make ground. From an 
attacking position, they 
were able to get the ball 
out to Emyr Wat ki ns to 
score, making it 14 - 12 
to Porth at the break. 

The second half was 
an altogether tighter 
affair and it seemed that 
poor discipline from 
Porth was to cost them. 
The only score of the 
half came from a try 
and conversion from 
Dafydd Evans, making 
Bryncethin overall win¬ 
ners 19-14. 

Man of the matches: 
Ryan Morgan. 

Squad: Dafydd 
Evans, Emyr Watkins, 
Emyr Hunnam, Iwan 
Veasey, Ryan Blake, 
Ryan Morgan, Thomas 
Brown, Gethyn Napper, 
Jake Canton, Sam 
Shake shaft, Morgan 
Tarr, Owen Pugsley, 
Owen Hart, Will Pitt 
and Matily Clhojeng. 
Under 12s 

Bryncethin 17 vs 
Tonyrefail 12 

The first half was 
dominated by 
Bryncethin. They 
attacked at pace with 
Liam Morgan securing 
the first score. 

Tonyrefail then showed 
their own attacking 
intentions but excellent 
defence from the 
Bryncethin players 
ensured that they 
weren’t to score in the 
first half. 

Further first half 
scores were to come 
from Casey Sonnekus 
and Christian Jones to 
give the home side a 
17-0 lead. 

The second half was 
an altogether different 
affair with Tonyrefail 
terrific. Bryncethin 
conceded two tries and 
one conversion to see 
the score move to 17- 
12. The home team 
then managed to keep 
their composure with 
the boys working hard 
to keep control of the 
ball, although the pres¬ 
sure from Tonyrefail 
was outstanding. 

Bryncethin held on 
for the victory but it 
was a super display of 
rugby by both teams. 

Squad: Morgan 
Howells (captain), 
Morgan Lake, Liam 
Morgan, Casey 
Sonnekus, Ieuan Davies, 
Connor Ford, Jacob 
Walters, Corey Rogers, 
Christian Jones, Henry 
Clark, Owen Jones, 
Nicholas Morgan, Adam 
John, Leon Sylvester, 
Callum Lathardy, Aaron 
McIntyre, Casey 
McIntyre and Sam 
Harding. 

RH 


CALLING CLUB OFFICIALS! 

We welcome your news , reports 
and other items of interest. 
Email your reports to: 
gemeditorial @ tindlenews. co. uk 
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News from Ysgol Gyfun Bro Morgannwg 






ABOVE: Sarah Ellis and Iolo Westacott receive their certificates 
from Ceri Griffiths, president of Barry Rotary Club 


St Richard Gwyn pupils 
honour the fallen heroes 
at their Remembrance 
service in the school hall 


ABOVE: St Richard Gwyn students and Mrs Joan Lake 
of the British Legion at Merthyr Dyfan Cemetery. 


PUPILS at St Richard Gwyn 
Catholic High School have again 
supported the Royal British 
Legion Poppy Appeal. 

The collecting tins were full to the 
brim and every member of the 
school was wearing a poppy as they 
gathered in the school hall for the 
service and two-minute silence. 

The service was led by the head 
girl, Madison Ramsden, and head 


boy, Reuben Mitchell, and pupils 
greeted Mrs Joan Lake, who sup¬ 
plies the school with their poppies 
and is the link with the British 
Legion. 

The chaplain and eight pupils 
were missing as they were at 
Merthyr Dyfan cemetery with mem¬ 
bers of the services, the Mayor and 
others, including Alun Cairns MP, 
observing the day with local primary 
schoolchildren. 


AVERY 

SPECIAL 

EVENING 

AN exciting oppor¬ 
tunity to experience 
some of the learn¬ 
ing activities on 
offer to year-7 at 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg were 
an integral part of 
a recent year-7 par¬ 
ents’ evening. 

Parents often contact 
the school to ask for 
constructive and practi¬ 
cal advice on how to 
help their children with 
their work. 

In response to this, a 
series of inter-active 
workshops were held, in 
order to provide the nec¬ 
essary guidance for par¬ 
ents to help their chil¬ 
dren with their learning 
in secondary school. 

It was a resounding 
success, with parents 
choosing between work¬ 
shops: Safe Surfing 
(using the internet safe¬ 
ly); Read On, encourag¬ 
ing your child to read; 
study skills to fit learn¬ 
ing profiles and assess¬ 
ments; reports and tar¬ 
gets make sense - as 
well as discussing 
progress with form 
tutors. 


ABOVE: Welsh and English book stall. 


Rotary Club 
congratulates 
two students 


TWO students 
from Ysgol Gyfun 
Bro Morgannwg in 
Barry were recent¬ 
ly the guests of the 
town’s Rotary Club 
at its lunchtime 
meeting. 

The club sponsored 
both students, Sarah 
Ellis and Iolo Westacott, 
on a leadership and 
teamwork course, in the 
Brecon Beacons, at 
Dolygaer Outdoor 
Centre, which Rotary 
rents, with instructors 
from Merthyr Tydfil 
council for four weeks 
in the summer. 

Sarah and Iolo expe¬ 
rienced gorge walking, 
caving, orienteering, 
sailing, and abseiling. 

They attended the 


meeting to collect their 
certificates, and after¬ 
wards spoke of their 
adventures and what 
they got out of the 
course. 

Both had discovered 
new things about them¬ 
selves, and had made 
many new friends. They 
thanked the Rotary Club 
for making it all possi¬ 
ble. 

If you are interested 
in helping like-minded 
people to make such 
opportunities possible, 
contact the secretary of 
Barry Rotary Club, Carl 
Kerr, on 01446-736641; 
or email the president of 
Barry Rotary Club, Ceri 
Griffiths, on 
griff@welsh- 
hawking.co.uk 

RP 


College student 
‘saw’ off a 
local challenge 


Children turn wall into 
a work of art in Barry 
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ABOVE and left: 
Some examples of the 
wall art created by 
local children. 


SHAKESPEARE 
Residents 
Association in 
Barry has been 
working with local 
children over the 
last few months to 
create a work of art 
- on a block wall! 

The association’s 
youngest member, Lydia 
Evans (18), the newest 
member of the commit¬ 
tee, put the children’s 
ideas to the committee 
and then the project was 
bom. 

The Vale Council had 
demolished a row of 
garages on land adjacent 
to Green Lane and 
Stratford Green and chil¬ 
dren as young as four 
years old were recmited! 

The wall depicts the 
last four decades and 
displays local influences 
such as the statue of the 


founder of Barry Docks, 
David Davies, and Barry 
Island. 

There are worldwide 
icons - from Martin 
Luther King to Michael 
Jackson. The Vale Youth 
Street Team also helped 
by projecting images 
onto the wall so that 
youngsters could follow 
an outline. 

There is also a poem 
displayed on the wall, 
written by two local 
boys, which describes 
how youngsters feel that 
sometimes they are 
unfairly treated. 

Local resident, 13- 
year-old Lucy Adams, 
who was among those 
involved, said: 
“Everyone worked hard 
to make this happen, I 
hope no one spoils the 
work we’ve done; it 
would be disrespectful.” 


* ) 


Pictured left to right: Naomi Gilfillan, Dale 
Barratt and round winner Michael Bull (only 
Michael will take part in the trainees’final). 


A BARRY College student has made it to the 
national final of the ‘Ultimate Challenge’ - a 
carpentry competition with a £10,000 prize for 
the winner in the apprentice category. 

Michael Bull (20) from Cardiff, won a 
regional heat of the trainees’ competition, 
sponsored by Irwin Tools. He will now travel to 
the final which will be held in south London in 
the run-up to Christmas. 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
HEOL GERY FELIN (PART) AND LLANMAES 
ROAD (PART) LLANTWIT MAJOR) 
(PROHIBITION OF WAITING AT ANYTIME) 
ORDER 2010 

On the 29th October 2010 the Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of 
its powers under Sections 1 and 2 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984 (as amended) and of all other enabling powers made an Order the 
general effect of which is as described in the Schedule below. 

The Order will come into operation on the 5th November 2010, or on the 
date the necessary signs / road markings are in place, whichever is the 
later. A copy of the Order and a plan showing the affected area may be 
seen at the address shown below during normal office hours. 

If you wish to question the validity of the Order, or any provisions con¬ 
tained therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers con¬ 
ferred by the above Act, or on the grounds that any requirement of the 
same, or that any instrument made under it has not been complied with in 
relation to the Order, you may within six weeks from the 5th November 
2010 apply to the High Court for this purpose. 

SCHEDULE 

Prohibition of waiting, at any time. 

Heol Ger-y-Felin 

On both sides from its junction with Llanmaes Road for a distance of 45 
metres north. 

Llanmaes Road 

On its north side from a point 10 metres west of Heol Ger-y-Felin to a 
point 10 metres east of that junction. 

Dated this 18th day of November 2010 

Mr. M.E. Punter 

Head of Visible Services 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps Offices, Quarry Road, 

Wenvoe, Vale of Glamorgan, CF5 6AA. 


GORCHYMYN CYNGOR 
BRO MORGANNWG 2010 
AR GYFER GWAHARDD AROS AR 
UNRHYW ADEG AR RAN O HEOL GER 
Y FELIN A RHAN O FFORDD LLANMAES 
LLANILLTUD FAWR 

Ar 29 Hydref 2010, yr oedd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau 
o dan Adrannau 1 A 2 o Ddeddf Rheoli Traffig 1984 (ddiwygiedig), a phob 
p_er galluogi arall, wedi gwneud Gorchymyn i’r diben cyffredinol sydd 
wedi’i egluro yn yr Atodlen isod. 

Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 5 Tachwedd 2010, neu os bydd yn rhaid aros 
nes y bydd yr arwyddion / marciau ffordd angenrheidiol wedi’u cwblhau, 
ar y dyddiad hwnnw. Cewch weld copi o’r Gorchymyn a chynllun sy’n 
dangos yr ardal dan sylw yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau arferol 
swyddfa. 

Os hoffech ddadlau yn erbyn dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn neu’i ddarpari- 
aethau am na chredwch fod gan y ddeddf uchod b_er i’w gweithredu, neu 
am y tybiwch eu bod yn methu a chydymffurfio a gofynion y ddeddf 
uchod neu un o’i hofferynnau, bydd gennych chwe wythnos o 5 Tachwedd 
2010 i wneud cais i’r Uchel Lys i’r diben hwnnw. 

ATODLEN 

Gwahardd aros ar unrhyw adeg. 

Heol Ger-y-Felin 

Ar ddwy ochr yr heol o’r gyffordd a Ffordd Llanmaes am 45 medr i’r 
gogledd. 

Heol Llanmaes 

Ar ochr ogleddol yr heol o fan sy’n 10 medr i’r gorllewin o Heol Ger-y- 
Felin am 10 medr i’r dwyrain o’r gyffordd honno. 

Dyddiedig 18 Tachwedd 2010 
M. Punter 

Pennaeth Gwasanaethau Gweladwy, Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 

Canolfan yr Alpau, Heol y Chwarel, Gwenfo CF5 6AA. 


\Cake stall raising money for Children in Need. 
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Affordable 

Spain 


PRICES FROM 



must be sold 


Sucina, Costa Cauda 

Apartments with two bedrooms 
and communal pool from £74,950 

Only a 15 minute drive from Murcia Airport, with direct flights from Bristol 
or 45 minutes from Alicante with direct flights from Cardiff 





l 



0 


DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS FANTASTIC INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY 


Freephone Paul 0800 135 7503 

Chris Davies spain@chrisdavies.co.uk 


residential sales & lettint 


award winning estate agent 
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PENCOED ARE JUST PIPPED 
BY PENARTH POWER PACK 


Tondu under-14s take 
knife-edge local derby 



PENCOED under-14s went up 
against rivals Penarth, who turned 
up with a powerful pack. 

After a scoreless first half, with good 
defending by both teams, the second half 
started off with a couple of changes, and the 
first try was scored by flanker Daniel 
Maiden. The try was unconverted. 

After putting pressure on the Pencoed 
pack, Penarth came up with their own try 
that was successfully converted, and then 


scored a second that went unconverted. 

Jack Briggs then scored Pencoed’s sec¬ 
ond try and this was converted by Alex 
King. 

For a time afterwards, it looked as if the 
game would end in a draw, but Penarth 
broke away to score a third try, which was 
successfully converted. 

It was a good performance all round by 
both teams, and Penarth chose Jack Briggs 
as Pencoed’s man of the match. 


years. 

The game ended 12-19 to Penarth. 

Squad: James Merchant, Scott Ewing, 
Jack Briggs, Owain Clarke, Josh 
Maunders, Morgan Jefferies, Jo Watkins, 
Daniel Maiden, Johnathan Clatworthy, 
James Whittaker, Daniel Heiling, Ellis 
Griffiths, Jamie Dyer, Chris Cooper, 
Kristen Morgan, Alex King, Jordan Fox, 
Will Sellers, Morgan Jones, Liam Bowen, 
Callum Sparkes and Jason Clatworthy. 

JM 


Boxing 
club enjoy 
Scottish 
success 


Left to right: Richie Canning, Connor Wyatt, 
Daniel Lavis, Levi Jenkins. 


BRIDGEND Boxing 
Club travelled to 
Scotland to box a 
tournament against 
Kinross ABC on 
November 5. 

First up for Bridgend 
was Connor Wyatt, who 
was having his second 
bout in a week after win¬ 
ning the 64kg Welsh 
novice championship. He 
faced Kinross boxer 
Dean Byne, and Byne 
started with a fast pace, 
trying to keep Wyatt on 
the back foot and landing 
some big shots to the 
body and head. 

Wyatt showed real 


strength with some love¬ 
ly boxing skills, firing 
some fast combinations 
for a hard fought three 
rounds, picking up a well 
deserved win. 

Next in the ring was 
Levi Jenkins, unbeaten in 
four fights, and he was 
up against Kinross boxer 
R Torrance. 

Round one saw 
Jenkins going straight to 
work, catching Torrance 
with some big right 
hands and cutting him 
above the eye. Jen ki ns 
looked for an early finish 
and imposed himself on 
his opponent, pleasing 
the crowd. Jenkins took 



Blackjack fold 
against B Attack 



Inter Wildmill. 


LEFT: 
Pencoed 
under-14s are 
looking smart 
thanks to JCJ 
Decorators, 
Jeff McGowen, 
and CT 

Recycling, Ceri 
Roberts, who 
have sponsored 
the team for 
the last three 


TONDU under-14s 
battled hard in a 
local derby against 
Pencoed which was 
competitive 
throughout, with 
the tackle area furi¬ 
ously contested. 

Pencoed started the 
brighter but a spilled 
pass by the backs result¬ 
ed in Lloyd Webb kick¬ 
ing downfield to touch 
down under the posts. 
The try was converted 
by Ben Jones. 

Pencoed continued to 
win the territorial battle 
and kept Tondu pegged 
back in their own half. 
Pencoed finally struck 
back with a try follow¬ 
ing good work from 
their forwards. Tondu 
won the ball near their 
line but the kick was 
charged down by the 
rushing defence to claim 
the try. This try was 
unconverted. 

Pencoed took the lead 
mid way through the 
second half with a penal¬ 
ty from the Tondu 22. 
Tondu were now chasing 
the game at 7-8. 

It was only in the last 
10 minutes that the 
Tondu team mounted a 
serious assault on the 
Pencoed line. Time was 
almost up when Carwyn 
Dent took the ball in the 
centre and ran diagonal¬ 
ly across the 22, beating 


B ATTACK demon¬ 
strated just why 
they are the early 
pacesetters in the 
Bridgend Six-a-side 
Premier Division as 
Greg Howell 

starred in a 5-1 
thumping of 

Blackjack. 

Persil Boys and 
Croissants kept up the 
pressure with command¬ 
ing victories over The Pie 
Boys (4-0) and Hangover 
Heroes (5-2), Dominic 
Chica and Daniel Yeo 
starring for the respective 
victors. 


Young Exiles pre¬ 
served their perfect 
record in Division One, 
edging out No Tea 
Tonight 1-0, while 
Hardly Athletic stated 
their intentions with a 
Stewart White inspired 3- 
0 defeat of Laleston 
Lions. 

Inter Wildmill finally 
recorded their first maxi¬ 
mum point haul, dis¬ 
patching Minter Phoenix 
by five goals to two. 

Anyone who wants to 
join the six-a-side foot¬ 
ball leagues in Bridgend 
can ring 0845 230 2340 
or visit www.leisure- 
leagues.net 


the well-earned win. 

Next up for Bridgend 
was Richie Canning, fac¬ 
ing the experienced 
Steven McCarther. 
McCarther got straight to 
work with a high pace, 
shocking Canning from 
the start. 

Canning did well to 
stay in the first round, but 
came out in the second 
round and caught 
McCarther with some 
lovely clean combina¬ 
tions to the body and 
head. 

Round three saw 
Canning force a standing 
eight count, then he 
caught McCarther with a 
big right hand which fin¬ 
ished the contest, 
Canning winning by 
RSC in the third round. 

Bridgend boxing club 
finished with three win¬ 
ners, with Connor Wyatt 
taking the tournament’s 
best youth boxer of the 
night and Richie Canning 
taking the best senior 
boxer of the night. 

Other boxers who 
boxed for Bridgend ABC 
include Gareth Thomas, 
winning against Mark 
Lech from Highfields 
ABC. Also winning two 
bouts in the last week is 
Daniel Cowdrey, against 
Jerry Connors from 
Splott ABC, and Abu 
Shak from Gwent ABC. 

Jack Mordecai was in 
a good contest against 
Johnny Connors of Splott 
ABC, Jack being very 
unlucky not to get the 
decision. 

All these boxers will 
be fighting on November 
24 at Tondu Cricket 
Club; tickets are avail¬ 
able on the night or 
beforehand. 

Contact Mark 

Canning on 01656 
890144 or David Francis 
on 01446 790099. LC 


Athletic under-lls are 
in form at Pontyclun 


BRIDGEND 
Athletic under-11 
Greens travelled to 
Pontyclun where 
conditions were 
very good, consid¬ 
ering the rain that 
had fallen in the 
week. 

Starts were given to 
Brandon Burgess and 
Chris Crompton, 

rewarding their good 
form of late and both did 
well again, with 
Brandon working hard 
in the tight and Chris 
making a few powerful 
runs. 

Rhys Durlucia used 
his strength to good 
effect and with Morgan 
Hughes and Matthew 
Hobby offloading quick¬ 
ly, the backs were given 
a good supply of ball. 
Rhys Gamble made 
good use of this and 
spun it out whenever 
possible. 

After a few minutes 
of play, the deadlock 
was broken when Caine 
Woolerton jinked over 
for the first try. Soon 
after, a backs’ move was 
called and Ieuan Thomas 
took the ball and made a 
strong run. Although it 
looked as if he’d run out 
of support, Chris - 
prompted by the exhor¬ 
tations of a visionary 
coach - arrived to take 
Ieuan’s pass and score 
the Ath’s second try. 

The Ath were now 
playing very good rugby 
and the back three of 
Nathan Willis, Drew 
Cording and Cameron 
Lewis were seeing a lot 


of the ball and all made 
good runs. Rhys was 
having a fine game and 
he bagged the third try, 
powering over from a 
pop pass. 

From the kick off, 
Nathan gathered the ball 
and set off on a trade¬ 
mark jinking run. He 
linked well with 
Matthew Hobby and Joe 
Patterson, who both 
passed quickly to put 
Caine into space, allow¬ 
ing him to shoot over to 
make the half time score 
28-0 to the Ath. 

Changes were rung at 
the interval and the Ath 
continued to play good 
rugby. Jack Walker 
made some big tackles 
and Tom Zielinski and 
Jac Bassett helped 
ensure a steady supply 
of ball. 

Cameron was the next 
scorer, running wide to 
evade the cover and 
touchdown in the corner. 
Joe Patterson was play¬ 
ing well and a lovely 
sidestep opened up the 
defence for him to sprint 
through and score. 
Adam Murathodzic, 
Matthew Hibbert and 
Iwan Osbourne were 
now on and slotted in 
seamlessly, making good 
tackles and offloading 
well to keep the momen¬ 
tum up. However, 
Pontyclun were playing 
good rugby and hit back 
with some good tries to 
narrow the deficit. 

The Ath’s scoring was 
rounded off by Caine 
and Joe, who both 
bagged a brace to round 
off a good morning’s 


work. With Caine 
(three), Drew and Joe 
getting conversions the 
final score was the Ath 
50, Pontyclun 28. It was 
a good match and full 
marks to both sides for 
entertaining the watch¬ 
ing masses. 

Man of the match 
went to Joe Patterson 
who passed, tackled and 
ran well throughout the 
game. 

YELLOWS 

A further game was 
played, with the Ath 
fielding an experimental 
line up featuring 
Matthew Hobby at cen¬ 
tre, Morgan at full back 
and the flying Jac 
Bassett on the wing. 

Although the boys 
played well again, the 
Ath struggled to create 
many chances as they 
were repeatedly pulled 
up for infringements 
under the strict interpre¬ 
tations of the new laws. 

Pontyclun played well 
and ran in three unan¬ 
swered tries to make the 
final score the Ath 0, 
Pontyclun 21. Man of 
the match was Rhys 
Gamble, whose tackle 
count was huge today - 
well done Rhys. 

A few parents thought 
that the three “halves” 
were all one game and 
asked the final score. 
Although there were two 
separate matches the 
aggregate would have 
been the Ath 50, 
Pontyclun 49. Good job 
Joe’s conversion man¬ 
aged to scrape over the 
bar! 

LG 


three defenders to touch¬ 
down in the corner, 
breaking Pencoed hearts 
in the process. The try 
was converted by 
Harrison Evans. 

Pencoed will feel dis¬ 
appointed as they 
worked extremely hard 
to put themselves in a 
winning position. There 
will, no doubt, be further 
great encounters to come 
in this fixture in the 
future. 

Final score: Tondu 
14, Pencoed 8, 

Ystradgynlais 

TONDU showed guile, 
steel and determina¬ 
tion in this encounter. 

The team ethic was 
prevalent throughout 
and Tondu played as one 
to claim a good away 
victory. 

Tondu dominated the 
first half, winning terri¬ 
tory and possession. The 
forwards recycled ball at 
will and Rowan Davies 
continued to win valu¬ 
able front line ball at the 
lineout. 

Tondu opened the 
scoring with a Rhydian 
Jenkins penalty from 
under the posts and 
increased their lead with 
a well-worked Simon 
McPhee try, which was 


converted by Rhydian 
Jenkins. 

Lloyd Webb, playing 
at centre, further 
increased the lead with a 
try that was unconvert¬ 
ed. 

There were further 
tries during the second 
half for Lloyd Webb 
(unconverted) and Sam 
Jarvis (converted by Ben 
Jones). 

Y strad rang the 
changes during the sec¬ 
ond half and were much 
more competitive. Large 
sections of the game 
were now being played 
in and around the Tondu 
22. The Tondu defence 
was well organised and 
determined, and prevent¬ 
ed Ystrad from estab¬ 
lishing a foothold in the 
match. 

The home side were, 
however, rewarded for 
their persistent pres¬ 
sure, when Connor 

Davies crossed out wide 
to finish off a well 
worked try. Tondu ended 
up worthy winners of a 
tough encounter. 

Final score: 

Ystradgynlais 5, Tondu 
27. 

EJ 


Tondu under-lls 
impress against 
Pentyrch team 


TONDU under-lls 
welcomed Pentyrch 
to Pandy Park on 
an overcast Sunday 
morning. 

After observing a 
minute’s silence, Tondu 
kicked off and were soon 
camped out on the 
Pentyrch try line. 
Repeated efforts by 
Tondu to cross the white¬ 
wash were constantly 
thwarted by some com¬ 
mitted Pentyrch defend¬ 
ing. 

However, a try finally 
came when Ben Rich 
picked up from a ruck a 
few metres out, shaped 
to pass - wrong footing 
the defence - and then 
nipped in through the 
resulting gap. The try 
went unconverted. 

Pentyrch were now 
galvanised into action 
and came at Tondu with 
gusto, putting some slick 
passing together and 
gaining an advantage in 
the forward area. Good 
defending from Tondu 
was not enough to stop 
Pentyrch from nudging 
into the lead with a con¬ 
verted try. 

The interval saw 
Pentyrch leading 7-5. 

The second half began 
at a canter but both sides 
were finding it difficult 
to find openings and it 
was going to take a piece 
of individual skill to 
break the deadlock. 

This duly arrived in 
the shape of Michael 
Batters, who took the 
ball just inside his own 
half and went on a mazy 
run through Pentyrch’s 
defence, side-stepping 
his way to a brilliant 
touchdown, which was 


converted by Josh 
Evans. 

It was at this moment 
that the game swung 
irretrievably in Tondu’s 
favour. In what was 
almost a carbon copy of 
Tondu’s first try, Ben 
Marchant took a pass 
from the base of a ruck 
and charged over from 
short range, again con¬ 
verted by Josh Evans. 

Tondu seemed to step 
up again and a fourth try 
inevitably arrived, this 
time from Ben Rich, 
making use of the hard 
work from the forwards 
in the midfield to run in 
for a try in the comer, 
with the extras coming 
from Josh Evans’ boot. 

Although Tondu 
under- 11s have been 
steadily improving over 
the last month or so, this 
was a most satisfying 
performance from the 
coaches’ and parents’ 
viewpoint. 

Pentyrch were an 
excellent team, well 
organised and skilful and 
to beat a group of this 
calibre confirms that 
Tondu are heading in the 
right direction, with their 
best performance of the 
season so far. A true col¬ 
lective effort from every¬ 
one in red and blue. 

Final score: Tondu 
26, Pentyrch 7. 

Match squad: Ben 
Marchant, Garryn 
Thomas, Shannon Price, 
Ryan Kershaw, Josh 
Evans, Jordan Morgan, 
Ben Rich, Morgan 
David, Tyler Davies, 
Jamie Richards, James 
Mayne, Michael Batters, 
Ryan Jones and Callum 
Bootton. 
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Free Sky+ box 

Sign up to Sky TV with us! 
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FREE ESTIMATES • SAME DAY SERVICE 

/ Oomnttc 4 Commensal 
/ Discounts For Oops 
/ 24 Moor 7 Days Sorvkt 
/ 12 Month Guarantee / 

/ Digit* Sent£ho«er Speculate 
✓ ROI Approved IrtMtlfers 


C , » 
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Is Yeur Aerial Installer_? 

Confederation o* Aerial feetaieri 
CedMetf? 

Police Checked? 

Using Industry Benctwerk Aeneto, 
Cables and AcceMonot? 


CALL PAUL WILLIAMS 

01446 439 306 


ONE VISIINARtl 


01656 349 281 


solar create the mood... 


30% OFF 
AUTUMN 
SPECIALS 


■ i m 


~T 




B 


Well Mounted Installation Specialists • vHtt our website tor esawe plos 

www.onevlslonlld.co.uk 


BLINDS 
AWNINGS 
WINDOW FILM 

©DAYTONA 

AWNINGS 
I WINDOW FILM 


“S 01446 740842 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk 
Unit 3F, Palmersvale Business Centre, Palmerston Road, BARRY 


® 01656 663800 24 

sales@solarsunshades.co.uk www.solarsunshades.co.uk ‘monthly 
North Road, Bridgend Ind. Est, BRIDGEND CF31 3TP interest free 

(Interest free available, details on request, subject to status) payments 


Barry Aerials 


«smtsl ©sMIffi© 


Aerial & Satellite Installations 

TV Aerial & Satellite Dish Installation & Repair 

• Poor Reception Fixed 
© OAP Discounts 

\ • Additional TV Points , r w,- 

« Digital Aerial Installations 

• Free Home Visits 

< Freesat Installations 

LOCAL FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE • ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call us on 01446 439125 



VALE DIGITAL 

■L AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES ,_ - 
*■•** DIGITAL AERIAL SPECIALISTS raHD 

sky »o 

All types of HD Equipment Supplied & Installed 
LCD & Plasma Wall Brackets Supplied & Fitted 

Tel: Tim-0800 032 3775/07772 206399/01446 793189 anytime 
COMPETITIVE PRICES • FREE ESTIMATES • 7 DAY SERVICE 
Covering all areas m 

(CARDIFF, BARRY & THE VALE, BRIDGEND & PORTHCAWL) 


mm ®mm 

^ Digital Aerials 
% Repairs & Upgrades 
% Affordable Prices 
% Reliable Service 
% OAP Discounts 
% Free Home Visits 

01446 439 124 
07818 413 451 

www.dangraceaerials.co.uk 




Why not wish your 
±* customers a $ 
^ Merry Christmas 
^ by using 

I The GEM 

For more information call: 
01446 774484 


CHRISTMAS 

BLINDS SALE 

Verticals, Romans. Rollers and more 

FR tt mwuring . # >V_ 
FREE tmrnq s\ 

FDI POM HK£ HCNI HUT CALL TODAY 

0800 916 6563 

www.hlllarirs.co.uli 


50% 

OFF 


©@ 

Aerials @® 


Digital Aerial Specialists^ 
Supplied & Fined 

FREE 

ESTIMATES 

- Quaitied H A 

Engines b - ^^A 

• month 

on 

- Discounts lor OAP i 


01446 439 327 





Digital Aerials 


S|WClM«t Local Aorux 
Suppler 6 IretaNcr 

* i 

Wo WO 


| onph 

ICE ? 

RING FOR LATEST SKY OFFERS 




Call Huw NOW-FREE PHONE 

08081261852 


BLIND SALE 

OUR NAME IS OUR GUARANTEE 

STARLI N E 

AWNINGS & BLINDS 

'NEW SHOWROOMS' UNIT 3 & 4 
WESTERN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE CAERPHILLY CF83 1BQ 

www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL: (029) 2086 0631 


VALE BLINDSwaesiLM, 

SALE NOW Ol 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 710304 / 07792 733443 


VISA 

i 


DON’T MOVE EXTEND!! I 


GRABit 

PLANT HIRE LTD 

GROUND WORK, BUILDING & MAINTENANCE CONTRACTORS 

327a Vale Enterprise Centre, Hayes Road, Sully 

Design and build packages available from a small to large 
extension - Make your house a dream home. 
Driveways/ Footpaths/Patios/Garden Walls 
Insurance RepairWork - No job too big or small 
Credit/Debit Cards now accepted 
Visit our website: www.grabitplanthire.co.uk 

MINI DIGGER & DRIVER FOR HIRE @ £200 PER DAY + VAT 
18 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £140 per load 
14 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £120 per load 
1-7 ton load of inert material grab collected @ £80 per load 

+ VAT on all prices 

From repair work to complete construction. For friendly 
advice and a free quotation phone Wendy or Byron on: 

SULLY 01446 700535 

EMAIL: wendy@grab-it.org 


More builders on 
next page 
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Mike Anderson (Builders) 

Established 40yrs 

Specialists in Loft & Dormer Conversion 
New Build & Extensions 
Wetrooms, UPVC Windows & Doors 
No job too big or too small 
References if required. 

Call 01656 771870 
or 07976 720368 


B. W. Construction 
and Property Maintenance 



MAS0NWISE 

BUILDERS 

® Barry 

742928 

* Extensions 

* Grant Work 

* Roofs 

* Conservatories 

* Patio/Drives 

* Fibreglass Flat Roofs 

Estimates Free 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


* GENERAL BUILDING 

* CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

* KITCHEN FITTING 
» PLASTERING 


• BRICKLAYING 

•PATIOS AND BLOCK PAVING 

• DECKING AND 
GARDEN DESIGN 

• ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING 


24 HOUR CALL OUT 

For the professional touch, phone for free estimate with no obligation 


No sales people, no middle man, no problem 
01446 713814 07742 572731 


o a 0 

PHILIP YOUNG & SON LTD. 

Building & Roofing - Local Authority Approved 

• NEW BUILD • EXTENSIONS • RENOVATIONS 

• 30 years experience • Conservatories 

• Disabled Conversions • Painting/Decorating 

• Render/Pebble Dash • Kitchens/Bathrooms 

• Loft Conversions • PVC Doors/Windows 

• Flat Roofs • Decking/driveways 

• Garage Conversions • DpC Work 

Free Estimates & Advice, contact 

Tel/Fax: 01446 743706 Mobile: 07885 537087 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 

H7& general 

BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass 
Roofs 

Best Possible Prices 
For a free Estimate 

01446 402115 
or 07920 195775 



S and R Construction 


1 Extensions & 
Renovations 
1 Underpinning 
1 Painting 
1 Driveways 
■ Guttering 


Garden Walls 
Patios • Scaffolding 
Roofing 
Fascias 

Conservatory Bases 
Stonework 


Approved 

* Stonemason/ 
Stonework 

* Traditional Brickwork 

* Individually Styled 
Conservatories 

* Specialists in 
Extensions 


FREE QUOTATIONS 


Wayne Williams 

07974 110396 

01656 652558 


For all your 
General Carpentry 
Fitted Kitchens - Wardrobes 
Alterations & Refurbishments, etc. 

07500 90 85 50 
01446 79 52 27 


www.flashnewinteriors.co.uk 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


W 


If its wood- 
we're very 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


Window ree UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


ARE YOU THINKING OF IMPROVING 
YOUR HOME? 

Visit our brand new showroom now open 
9am - 9pm in Bridgend 7 days a week 


UPVC Windows and 
Doors & Garage Door 
Repairs and Installations. 
Windows Misted Up? 
Broken Locks/handles/ 
hinges replaced 

01446 790230 
07939 475736 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


ABACUS 


PVC SPECIALISTS 




Kitchens • Flooring • Stairs 
Tiling • Alterations • Decking 

Call 0800 1357574 
Peter 07749 617322 



Our energy 
efficient 
windows and 
doors could 
save you up to 

£295.00 

off your 
fuel bills 


Free Vertical Blinds and 
Beat the VAT Rise with 
all full house windows 
and doors fitted 
before Christmas 


GARAGE 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM £4,500 
ALL IN 


DIALA 

CARPENTER 


No job too big or too small 
OVER 20 YRS EXP. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Bevelled Front Doors £499 

Beat the VAT Rise. Get it fitted before Christmas 

• Windows & Door Repairs available? days 

• 6 Windows fitted from £1995 inc. free back door 

• Doors fitted from £399 

• Conservatories from £4495 


FREE QUOTATIONS 

All conservatories fitted before 
Christmas come with FREE tiling 
and underfloor heating. 


Free argon c, 

you order this month only'- So order NOW! I 


For Free Estimates & Advice 

Tel: 01446 400973 or 07948 523118 
sandrconstruction@hotmail.co.uk 

References Available 


FAMILY RUN BUSINESS Network VEKA - Reliable in the extreme 


Call 01446 439212 or 01656 812788 

www.mpnwindows.com 


NOW 

APPROVED 


It's Quality that counts!! 

Doors & Windows 
Double Glazing 
Conservatories 
Fascia & Guttering 

UPVC REPAIRS 
Si MAINTENANCE 

Office: 

01656 865191 

Mobile: 

. 0791 808 48 80 




LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CLEANING SERVICES 


Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
Average Carpet £35 3-Piece Suite £70 
DIY Hire Service V 2 Day £10, 24 hours £15 
- FREE DELIVERY- 

Tel. Llantwit Major 796227 




• Clean/Sanitise Carpets 
and Upholstery 

• One price - No extras. 

• Pet Odour/Stain Removal 

• Protective Treatments 

• Leather suite cleaned & fed 
Local, reliable & Professional 

01446 737695 
07930 157952 




VfiLE CfiRPETS 

74e (fanfiet S&ofi 
tfiat corner fo you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


8 


Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £9.50 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• Trailer Towing Training 

• Instructor Training 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


SUNNYSIDE 

School of Motoring 
Dot, ADI, RoSPA 
(Gold Award) 

Pass Plus Registered. 
Punctual, patient & reliable 
instruction. Pick-up Service. 
Theory tuition if required. 

Tel. (01656) 658108 
Mobile: 07968 230465 


* Septic Tank * 
*Cesspit Emptying * 
* Treatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 


07970 809096 
01656 722665 

Floyds@homecall.co.uk 

www.sewageand 

drainage.co.uk 


hd computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

■ No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Computer Problems? 

WE FIX THEM 

oryatal-ftT" 

01446 731231 

Home Visits 
Computer HELP 
when YOU need IT 

Crystal IT Services Ltd 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 




m 


PAINTING & 

DECORATING 

SERVICES 


Exterior/Interior. 

Gutters Cleaned. Free Quotes. 

Clean tidy worker. ‘Time Served.’ 

All insurance work undertaken. 

Time served specialist wallpaper hanger. 

FULLY INSURED 

01446 772702/07505 979078 

Weekend calls welcome 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


Call: 

01446774484 

The 

GEM 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
- Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Dscdj-nUiJfj Sa/t/l 




PETER 
HOPKIN ■ 

For all your ^ 
Interior/Exterior * 
Painting & 

Decorating 

01446 770987 


Steve aire> 

Decorating Servio 

Fora 
Free 

Quote ... -*v. 


^7 01 

V_07 







Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


^ Domestic and 
Commercial 


• Clean, Tidy & Reliable 

• Insurance Work Undertaken 

• uPVC Soffits, Fascias & Guttering 7 

, , ’ %/ Free ‘Estimates 

01446 771137 v & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: cdcl37@hotmail.com 


Ray Price 

Painting & 
Decorating 

30 Years Experience 
All Work Guaranteed 
FREE ESTIMATES 

@01656 864482 


|QGULUVER B 2KS'| 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
0 No Job too Small 
0 25 Years Experience 
0 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 403853 
Mobile: 07800 652608 


H446 795520 
07891 768151/ 


Brian ftttlay 

DECORATORS 

Interior & Exterior 
Including Coving & Tiling 
Free Estimates 

Please telephone 

RHOOSE 

01446 711817 


More 

Electricals 
on next 
page 


REPAIR SHOP 

Domestic Appliance Repairs & Spares 
Refurbished Appliances On Sale 



Repairs and spares for 

• WASHING MACHINES 

• COOKERS 
TUMBLE DRYERS 
FRIDGE/FREEZERS 
VACUUM CLEANERS 


All makes including 

[VTSAl HOTPOINT-GREDA- 

CANDY-HOOVER- /■ 
ZANUSSI - INDESIT c /fj 

ocal 08456 
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iRSEL 

* Call a professio 
From our A-Z II; 

1 

: 1 


Many of our advertisers have used The GEM for years. 
This speaks volumes. Some are lucky enough to have 
a great response within weeks, and some after 
placing just one advert. . . 

"YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT" 

Give us a call now - 01446 774484 


-- TgSIIMQNl^L 

__ 

TESTIMONIAL 

testimonial 

6 Start Afresh 

Cleaning Services 

nlacinq my first advert in 

fepot Onl\ 

1 Cleaning Co. 1 

Advertising with The GEM 
has Droved to be most 
successful in the pronnohon 
of my business. 

Thank You. 

Spot on! 

Tel. 07854 148 236 


1 received lots of initi^ enq nv e rte d in to 6 jobs 
Major and Barry wn GEM being printed 

within the first 2 days Of The GEM a w » ek , ter , 
and 1 was stillrec our assistance and 

ad I» U S"aB,e for a new bus,ness. 
LOUISE LEWIS 

Tel. 07964 179 473 

, have been running my advert 

consistently for a number of 
vea rs and would recommend 

The GEM without hesitation. 

Thank you. 

Brett Warren, 

BW ^^nctrimtion. 


LAING " 

Domestic, Commercial, 
Electrical Installations 
Fire Alarms 

Design, Installation, Maintenance 

N.I.C.E.I.C. Approved 

Competitive prices 

St Athan 751033 
Mobile 07980 712777 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 


Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell(«hotmail. c o. uk 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


ELECTRICAL 

■REPAIRS! 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Cambridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


Tel 01446 792468 
07885 347642 


■f 


Approved Contractor 



ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, Cookers, Fridges, 
Cleaners, Tumble Dryers etc 

K. WATKINS 

Electrical Services 

Est . 1978 

Bridgend 650723 

Freezer: 

s, 

>1 


Ai m WW\ TT% Garden & Ai 

gjk l\ # Mr* Property jM 

BA -*■ ™ Maintenance kSEk 

For your property & garden needs 
• Fencing • Paths • Patios • Turfing 
Hedge, Shrub & Tree Trimming & Removal 

• Power Washing • Gutter & Fascia Cleaning 

• Internal & External Painting & Decorating 

• Garden Clearance • Fully Insured 

SEASONED LOGS FOR SALE 


References available call Nathan 
01446 773935 or 07773 992704 



O') GARDEN & 
^LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES 





ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

Call Nick on 01446 710736 
or 07790 166480 

www.gardenandlandscapeservices.co.uk 

Fully insured, excellent references 
and portfolio available 




[Complete Garden Services 


FENCING • DECKING • TREES FELLED, HEDGES 
AND LAWNS • WALLS, PATHS AND PATIOS 

Telephone: 01446 419428 
or 07765 611753 

laaad 



Stables • Field Shelters Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 




Ashdown 


Timber Framing • Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

www.ashdown-group.com • e-mail: info@ashdown-group.com 




Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


LANDSCAPES 


LAWNS 

PATIOS/PAVING 

FENCING/DECKING 


CALL TONY ON 

01446 750698 
07546 086716 


The 




N.THOMAS 


L A N D S C A 1 


• Tree Felling 

• Crown Reductions 

• Stump Grinding 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

FOR SALE: 

SEASONED OAK LOGS 
Tel: 01446 792248 
07717 296697 


Tree Services 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 
FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 
HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 




Green 

LANDSCAPES 

Grass Cutting, Hedge Trimming, Patios, Shrub Planting and 
Pruning, Ground Maintenance, Weed Control, Lawns Prepared 
and Laid, Low Maintenance Gardening, Fencing. 

Call Rob - Local and Reliable 


Tel: 01446 773220 • Mob: 07828 100516 
Free Quotations 


I 

Winter Strdclig for non aukri 

Beat the VAT Increase 

And gW? YOUR garden equipment sooie TIC 

Mt 


• RIK ON MOWER hr»a£17S 

• PEDESTRIAN MOWER fro* 664 

• CARDCNSTUMMDI - kwmUS 

• CHAM&AW - hatU 

Fair Bnimra tart LkiWbw. few**** 071 m 

01446 77*602 

vww.rtwteeooAJi 

3 KjjHusqvama 


Services 

For all your 
Gas & Plumbing 
Solutions 

Competitive prices- 

0781 4394378 
01446 796263 302870 

www.gaspservices.co.uk 
gaspservices @ yahoo.co.uk 


C BACON PLUMBING 


& HEATING SERVICES 


Mobile: 07889 514321 H 
Telephone: 01446 790179 ^ 


A professional service for all your domestic 
plumbing and heating problems. 

Gas appliance servicing, landlord gas safety 
certificates, bathroom installations and tiling. 
Free Estimates • Competitive Prices • Fully Insured 


Shis IdJlLllMAH 


□ B. 

R. 

H 




JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
M & Tiling 


f9 


■ 


01446 

794266 


r Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


Bridge 

VMS 


Oil, Gas & LPG Heating Repairs 
Oil Tank Repairs 
24 hour Service 
OFTEC & Gas Safe Registered 

Tel. 01446 461994 
Mob. 07768 367298 



IX Piumbmi 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

ljiDmi 

> V*44A 41 JfJl 

Mtattt *rr» **»*•» 


J.W. BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS 


> MODERN & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS FITTED « 


24 HR DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Tiling • Electrical 
01446 740176 * 07876 506982 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 

Bathrooms, showers, radiators, 
outside taps, washers, power 
flush and any plumbing jobs. 

07526 125982 or 01446 753503 

No job too small. Free quotes. Fully insurecP 



I * AH aspects of floor 
r and wall tiling 

Bespoke bathrooms made 
and installed 

Wall mounted WC’s sinks etc 
Tiled bath panels • Carpentry 
Plastering • Electrical 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Sensible rates and costs 
Free quotes • OAP discounts 

Tel: 01446 745952 
02920 515863 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

M 07815 097994 24hrs, or 01446735681 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

uia Combi out-New Combi in from only £1,100 

Annual Boiler Service only £40 

★ Boiler Breakdowns ★ Cookers 
★ Bathroom Suites ★ Showers 
★ Free landlord/homeowner Safety 
Certificate with every service 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING 
INSTALLATIONS 

• Boiler Installation Specialists 230141 

• LPG specialists 

• Static Homes - Caravans - Boats 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Servicing • Bathroom Installation 


01446 734733 • 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



124 The Headlands, Barry 







The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


Electrical • Plumbing 
Carpentry • Trees 
Hedges • Grass • Cutting 

No job too small, free 
quotes, friendly advice. 
Prices from £15. 

Tel: 01446 420059 
07980 063087 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 215639 


Property Maintenance 


CARPENTRY • FASCIAS 
LAMINATE FLOORS 
DOORS/FENCING/DECKING 


CALL TONY ON 

OI446 750698 
07546 086716 


| Dyn/s 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

wvwv.gdsdoors.co.uk 
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01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


E—. 

ww 

| ROI 


www.welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 


www.welshrootingci 

ROOFING 


Roofing & Waterproofing Specialists 


Covering roofs in South Wales for over 23 years 

All work Guaranteed with Optional Insurance Cover from 
Head Office: Unit 24, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 

Email: info@welshroofingcontractors.co.uk 

01446 775145-01656 349056 • 01443 629043 



GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 
Free estimates 

24 hour emergency call out. 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 



Nice Man 
Cheap Van 

• REMOVALS 

• DELIVERY 

• CLEARANCE 

Best Prices 

Luton van with tail lift 

Tel: 07570 931487 

Keeping Wales on the move 


MULTI-FINISH 


Plastering, Painting 
Interior & Exterior 
Coving & Artexing, 
Tiling 


Local Authority Approved 

01446 402620 
07900 410306 



INST 

SKIP HI 

Mini, Midi & L 

Delivered and Collected 
v> Fully Licensed Waste Carrier (cb/jp3897bx) © 
Discount ONLY on hardcore skips 

WASTE COLLECTIONS ALSO AVAILABLE 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry, CF63 3RF 

■ ■ Tel: 01446 421072 ■■ 


BERRIDGE MAINTENANCE & 

ROOFING SERVICES 

• Upvc Guttering/Fascias • Blocked gutters 

• Chimney Repairs cleared & repaired 

• Approved EPDM • Patios etc jet 

flat roof installer washed 

(20 years guarantee) • Exterior painting 

^07894 353313 



EiisjiJajis 'VsjssjjjJ: 


Vale Removals 
& Deliveries 


• Removals 

• Deliveries 

• House Clearance 
FREE QUOTATIONS 


02920 710039 
07968 056822 

www.valeremovalsanddeliveries.com 


^33^353 S©OOQ®\!7a[l 


r L 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating • Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01443 223666 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 
07825 959499 


Si Ivey Roofing 


New Roofs/Repairs 
UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
FREE ESTIMATES 

Tel: 01446 404838 


8 


wfc.ngj*! 
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WE BUY: 

• COPPER 

• BRASS 

• LEAD 

• STAINLESS 

• ALUMINIUM 


• CARS 
•VANS 

• LORRIES 

• ALL SCRAP 
METAL 


• WIRE & CABLE Etc. 

Cash Paid £££££ 

Up to £4.20 per kilo given for Copper 
TURN YOUR OLD METAL INTO CASH 
CALL: Ol 446 701707 


Uandow Metals 




For all your car parts 
We take non ferous metals 
Best prices on Tyres 


Tel 01446 792669- 792756 

www.carspareswales.co.uk 




mim 


ALL CARS 

Hatchbacks, Saloons, 
4x4s, Sports, Prestige, 
Vans, Classics 
with or without MoT/Tax 
INSTANT CASH NOW! 

07570 931487 


SUTT0NS 

Auto Salvage 

Up to £150 paid on 
collection, for scrap, MOT 
failures, and tax expired 
vehicles. Also body shells 
and scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

Tel: 029 2059 7887 
07971 648596 


barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk ] 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist £ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 


Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 ■§> 


(after 6pm) 


(anytime) 



BILL 
FOIILDS 

THJ\G 

SERVICE 

Ceramic, Porcelain 
and Natural Stone 
Tiling, Decorating 
and Finishing Touches 
Portfolio and 
reference available 

01446 771105 
\ 07736 391937 / 


All MoT Failures 
and No Tax 
£100 to £1,000 

Collect (any distance). 

02920 598762 
07816 172933 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your 

i old one 
with us 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 




Lifelong Learning 
Dysgu Gydol Oes 

Library Assistant x4 #* 

Up to £14,733 p.a. pro rata 
Temporary up to 30 th June 2011 

Barry Library (7 hours per week) Ref: Y/TR/LB027 
Barry Library (20 hours per week) Ref: Y-TR-LB078 
Llantwit Major Library (15 hours per week) Ref: Y-TR-LB044 
Cowbridge Library (8 hours per week) Ref: Y-TR-LB055 

For further information and an application form contact the 
Council by visiting www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk or telephone 
Contact OneVale on 01446 700111 between 8am-6pm. 

Closing Date: 2 December 2010 

Subject to # Job Evaluation and * CRB Disclosure. 


www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

VV~ Th e vale of Glamorgan Council is an equal opportunities employer. 
” Mae Cyngor Bro Morgannwg yn gyflogwr cyfle cyfartal. 


ST ATHAN 

New 3/4 Bed Det 
Houses from £195,000 

105% PX - up or down 

Example: Yours £250,000 
Ours £200,00 

You get £50,000 cash 

Tel: 07767 300154 
or 07792 479418 


Rooms available in 
shared house 

BARRYTOWN 
CENTRE 

Starting from 

£55 per week 
DSS accepted. 
Tel: 07896 013563 


Small Starter 
Industrial Units 
For Rent 

Barry area. 
Three available. 

Tel: 01446 721168 
or 07813 134123 

Reasonable rates 


WEST QUAY MEDICAL CENTRE 

CLEANER 

10 hours per week (5-7pm, Mon-Fri) to join our cleaning team. 
£6.16 per hour, option to join the NHS Pension Scheme. 

Please apply in writing to Mrs Carol Bates, Patient 
Services Manager, West Quay Medical Centre, Hood 
Road, Barry, CF62 5QN,Tel: 01446 722792 

Closing date: 26 November 2010. 


TO LET 

BRIDGEND 

Modern Industrial/ 
Storage/Workshops 

Rents from 
£150 per week 
07710 310918 


"jY/ 1 j oJ m 


ACORN STAIRLIFT Never 
used. Fits straight staircase. 
Price includes delivery and 
fitting by Acorn engineer. 
Only £950, includes 3 
month manufacturer’s 
warranty. Tel: 01446 

793954. (47) 

CONTEMPORARY 
DESIGN Silver coloured 
metal bed. King size, frame 
only. Buyer collect £85. Tel: 
01446 750963. (47) 
CONSERVATORY 14’x10’ 
approx. Dismantled, parts 
labelled for reconstruction. 
£300, buyer to collect. Tel; 
01446 795139. (47) 

DARK OAK Refectory table 
£150.6 chairs inc 2 carvers, 
green leather £150. Dresser 
£250. Gate leg table £50. 
Oak framed mirror £50. Tel: 
02920 522848. (47) 

PINE BED 5’ £50. Plus 
other furniture. Tel: 01446 
773113. (47) 

MOTORCYCLE TRAILER 3 

years old £175. Tel: 01446 
747680. (47) 

FLORAL CURTAINS Lined 
72” width, 90” drop. As new, 
cost £100. Sell £50. Tel: 
01446 405192. (47) 
EXPANDABLE SUITCASE 
Navy, size 26”x18” approx 
£10 ono. Highbacked 
computer chair, burgundy 
£15 ono. Tel: 01446 746627. 
(47) 

COMPLETE KITCHEN In 

oak £500. Call for more 
information. Tel: 01656 
662836. (47) 

PINE DRESSER 2 door 
with glass display 
cupboards, 2’6” wide £60. 
Ducal pine table with 2 
drawers, 3’ wide £20. Tel: 
01446 781272. (47) 

2x2 SEATER SOFAS plus 
large foot stool. One year 
old. Cost £1,000, sell for 
£350. Tel: 01446 792182. 
(46) 

WOODEN TABLE and 4 

chairs £30. Mothercare cot, 
beech finish £25. Terracotta 
2 seater sofa £30. Ikea side 
unit, white wood drawers 
and cupboards, pine top 
£35. Tel: 01446 760417 or 
07967 444357. (46) 

2X2 SEATER SETTEES 
Black leather, as new £150 
pair. Golf clubs, bag and 
stand £80. Tel: 07780 
856964. (46) 


SHOWER UNIT Free 
standing corner with power 
jets, hardly used £100 ono. 
Tel: 01656 782861.(46) 
ELECTRIC GUITAR Black 
Marlin Bluesin. VGC, £75 
ono.Tel: 01446 771982.(46) 
6 CHAIRS Inc. 2 carvers, 
matching rectangular dark 
oak table, good condition 
£140. Corner display unit, 
dark wood £15. Welsh 
dresser and base, dark 
wood £40. Tel: 01656 
749935. (46) 

2006 iCANDY Travel 
system, carry cot, stroller, 
car seat attachments, 
raincovers £150. Tel: 01656 
654261. (46) 

PIANO Excellent condition, 
tuned recently £220. Buyer 
collects. Tel: 01446 710573. 

(46) 

VIBROSTATION Pro 

training plate, 18 months 
old, never used. Cost £900. 
As new. Offers. Birdcage, 
white on stand, hardly used, 
as new. Offers. Tel: 01446 
407354. (46) 

VERY LARGE Chesterfield 
settee in black, good 
condition £150. Tel: 02920 
514742 or 07742 297018. 



new £85 each, will sell both 
for £50. Tel: 01446 774574. 

(45) 

WASH HAND BASIN 

Pedestal, toilet high level 
£25 ono. Tel: 01446 733754. 

BUNK BEDS Quality pine, 
spring mattresses £60 ono. 
Tel: 01446 736828. (45) 
LADIES BILLABONG Ski 
clothing. Size 10/12, 
excellent condition. Offers 
considered. Tel: 01446 
771982.(45) 

EX-MASKREYS Marble 
dining table and 6 high- 
backed beech chairs. Good 
condition £300. Tel: 01656 
646147.(45) 

MASKREYS Cream leather 
two seater sofa & chair 
£250 ono. Boys 25” wheel 
mountain bike £30. Both 
excellent condition. Tel: 
07899 946977. (45) 



(46) 

GIRLS PINK BIKE 4-6 

years. Cost £85, sell £25. 
Good condition. Tel: 07561 
594773. (46) 

LARGE George Foreman 
grill £25. Breville juice 
extractor £25. Almost new. 
Tel: 01656 788787. (46) 
LARGE DOG KENNEL 
Sturdy outdoor 

construction. Good 

condition £70. Tel: 01656 
749935. (46) 

THREE PIECE SUITE 

Blue/gold patterned. £120 
ono. Good condition. Tel: 
01446 410747. (45) 
QUALITY CURTAINS. Two 
curtains each 10ft width by 
7ft 1” drop, mustard in 
colour. Four x 5ft 4” width by 
70 drop, floral pattern. All 
fully lined. Excellent 
condition. Reasonably 
priced .Tel: 01446 413150. 
(45) 

SHOWER CABINET & 
BASIN Gold colour, good 
condition, bargain £150. 
Tel: 01446 701277. (45) 
TWO EASY CHAIRS Ikea 
Poang. Excellent condition, 


2000 W Reg 
ROVER 45 1.4 

5-Dr Hatch 

New cam belt, MOT Nov 
2011, tax Feb 2011. 
Excellent condition, 
economical, low mileage. 

£499 

07879 065331 4 


Land rover 
Discovery 

Metallic Blue, 2.5 Turbo Diesel, 
5 Door, 7 Seats, 1992, PAS, cd, 
Long MOT, Tax’d 

£995 

01446 794279 
07570 931 487 46 


51 

Toyota 

Corrolla 

5 door, silver, 1 year 
mot, 6 months tax, in 
very good condition. 

£2,000 ono 

01446 751066 . 


04 

Ford KA 

1298cc, metallic black, 
electric windows, PAS, 
air con, long mot + tax, 
excellent condition, one 
previous owner. 

£2,150 ono 
07971 185146, 


W Reg 

Mitsubishi 

Carisma 

Hatchback, 5 Door, new 
MOT, well maintained, air 
con, PAS, 72,000 miles. 

£795 

01446 795021 or 
07976 874741 4 


N Mazda 
Bongo 

4 door (Auto), in silver, 

6 months tax, 6 months 
mot, good condition 

£3,000 ono 

01446 751066 „ 


2001 Volvo 
V70 Estate 

Dealer serviced, FSH, 
taxed, 10 months MOT, 
140k, Red, black interior, 
excellent condition. 

£2,650 ono 
01446 750283 47 




2009 Delta 
Primero 6-Berth 
Caravan 

Sited at Trecco Bay 

£9,950 

Offers considered 

02920 886469 
07765 131786 47 
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BARRY WANDERERS 
SAY FAREWELL TO 
A LOCAL LEGEND 



_ -JL* 


BARRY Wanderers CC enter¬ 
tained Cardiff Cavaliers at 
Hayes Point on the last 
Saturday in September on a 
glorious day for cricket. 

The match brought to an end an 
illustrious 20-year cricketing career of 
Wanderers’ ‘keeper 63-year-old Brian 


Gist. Cavaliers ended up resounding 
winners by 67 runs. 

The match was Brian’s last time on 
the field at Barry Wanderers’ home at 
Hayes Point, but he played his last 
Wanderers games on tour in Barbados 
in October, a tour that celebrated 40 
years of Barry Wanderers Cricket 
Club. Well done Brian! AF 


Cowbridge under-lls show 
their opponents no mercy 


Under-lls v 
CRICC 

THIS week saw 
Cowbridge on the 
road, with CRICC 
the destination for 
the under-lls. 

Both sets of coaches 
decided on four quarters 
of 15 minutes each to 
allow game time for all 
the boys. 

Prior to kick-off, a 
minute’s silence was 
immaculately observed 
for Remembrance 
Sunday. 

From the start it was 
obvious the Cowbridge 
boys had their game 
faces on and the ball 
moved through the backs 
for Rhydian Williams to 
open the scoring. 

Cowbridge kicked 
deep to the opposition 










GEM Family Notices 


^sjjjjlly AlyHus*; 

HUMPHREYS 
Bob 

Peacefully on November 10 in hospital, 

Bob, aged 80 years of Llantwit Major, 
formerly of Penrhiwcheiber. 

Sadly missed by John, Pauline, Mrs Davies, Kirsty, 
Daisy, Katie and Sophie. 

Funeral service held on Thursday November 18. 
Sleep well Bob, with the angels. You are at peace now. 

You will always be in our hearts and thoughts. 

All enquiries, flowers or donations to LATCH (cheques 
only) please to WA Brown & Son, Pembroke House, 
College Street, Llantwit Major CF6l 1SG. 01446 792489. 


Janet Nehls 

My wife 

Two years now since you passed away, but you 
are with me since we first met in August 1972. 

I love you forever. 

Love, Hansi. 

Mum 

Your loss hurts just as much two years on. We 
long to see your smile, hear your voice and hold 
you again. Miss you forever, best mum in the 
world! Love, Joanne and Christian. 


m 

To a wonderful Dad 
on his 90th Birthday 

November 19, 2010 

With all our love, Phil & Sue, 
Aaron, Kirsty, Luke & Carly 

xxxx 


LIGHTFOOT 

Hilda 

Peacefully on November 9, Hilda (nee Williams), 
wife of the late Jim; loving mother to Rowena 
and Alex; grandmother to her five grandchildren, 
loving sister to Ena and Janet; sister-in-law to the 
late John Davies and John. Fondly remembered aunt 
to all her nieces and nephews. 

Funeral on Saturday November 20 in Cardigan. 


ZEMLA 

Clovia 

Peacefully at 
Llandough 
Hospital on 
November 10, 
2010, aged 79 
years. 

Will be greatly 
missed by all who 
knew her. 

A private cremation 
will be taking place. 


Send in your 
Birthday, 
Anniversary or 
Congratulatory 
Message. 

It costs from as lit¬ 
tle as 

£20 plus VAT. 
Call The GEM on 
01446 774484 or 
gemsales@internet- 
today.co.uk 


ODAMJH 
QHD Eli WOOD 

To a special Dad on his 


November 19,2010 

With our love, Ann, John & Helen. 
Great grandchildren Hannah, 
Andrew, Emily & Faye. XXXX 




W. A. Brown & Son 


Funeral Directors 


Contactable 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

• Funeral pre-payment plans • Memorial masonry 

Llantwit Major 01446 792489 

f Pembroke House, 

wm^rn , M College Street Sp* 


CHALLENGER 
Bill 

After a long illness, patiently borne, Bill passed away 
with courage and dignity at Brocastle Manor Nursing 
Home on 7 November, 2010. Service at St Illtud’s 
Church, Llantwit Major on Thursday, November 27 at 
10.30am, committal at Coity Crematorium midday. 
Friends are invited to join the family at West House 
Hotel, Llantwit Major from 12.45pm to celebrate 
Bill’s life. Family flowers only, please. Donations 
received will be in support of the Alzheimer’s Society, 
or the Galilee Chapel restoration. 

In loving memory, 

Phyl, Sue, Jill, Alex, Becky and Russell. 


MJPR^NE&SON^ 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


and once again, the 
Cardiff boys surrendered 
possession. 

Max Lucas, Jake 
Griffiths, Cameron Roy, 
Jac Roberts and Dan 
Taylor were immense as 
the ball was continuously 
presented for the back 
line. loan Lewis fed Rhys 
Bradshaw and the out- 
side-half ghosted over 
for the try. 

Rhys Bradshaw’s 
restarts were superb, 
allowing Bevan Howells 
to gather the next kick 
and storm over for the 
next score. 

Cowbridge were dom¬ 
inant all over the field 
and after superb service 
from loan Lewis, the ball 
was moved through the 
back line, allowing full¬ 
back Morgan Gore to 
enter the line and release 
the impressive Rhydian 
Williams for the try. 

At the end of the first 
quarter, the score was 
CRICC 0 Cowbridge 28. 

With all the replace¬ 
ments on the field, the 
next quarter kicked off 
and continued in the 
same vein. The introduc¬ 
tion of Sam Corkill, 
Dylan Cottle, Dan 
Marshall and William 
Davies upfront saw no 
drop in in the commit¬ 
ment or intensity and 
Oily Reynolds worked 
superbly at scrum-half. 

The next score came 
from excellent work by 


the forwards, allowing 
Dan Taylor the space to 
drive over. 

Sam Corkill was mag¬ 
nificent at the break 
down and this allowed 
the Cowbridge back line 
all the space required to 
express themselves. 

The classy Bevan 
Howells scored a quick- 
fire hat trick of tries, and 
as the whistle 
approached for the end of 
the second quarter, the 
outstanding Jac Roberts 
added the next score, 
rounding off a superb 
move for CRICC 0 
Cowbridge 63. 

For the third quarter, 
the pack was shuffled 
again which resulted in 
an unlikely, but powerful 
centre pairing of Max 
Lucas and Jake Griffiths. 

Cowbridge dominated 
all areas of the contest 
and proceeded to add fur¬ 
ther tries from Jake 
Griffiths, Rhys 

Bradshaw, Dan Marshall 
and Rhydian Williams. 

By this time, the 
CRICC boys had given 
their all and it was decid¬ 
ed to end the game. All 
the tries were converted 
to leave a final score of 
CRICC 0 Cowbridge 91. 

This was an outstand¬ 
ing performance from all 
the boys against a very 
good CRICC side. It was 
extremely pleasing to see 
performances from 
everyone involved. 


ABOVE: The team pay their respects. 


Our thanks to all the 
boys from CRICC, who 
never gave up and 
showed an equal measure 
of commitment and tal¬ 
ent. Many thank s to the 
coaches and parents for 
their warm welcome and 
hospitality in the club 
house after the game. 

Squad: Angus James, 
Bevan Howells, Cameron 
Roy, Daniel Marshall, 
Daniel Taylor, Dylan 
Cottle, loan Lewis, Jac 
Roberts, Jake Griffiths, 
Max Lucas, Morgan 
Gore, Oliver Reynolds, 
Rhydian Williams, Rhys 
Davies, Rhys Bradshaw, 
Sam Corkill, William 
Davies. 

Under-7s v 
CRICC 

A COLD damp morn¬ 
ing in the Cardiff High 
School Old Boys 
Diamond Ground, and 
a squad ravaged by a 
virus sweeping through 
the Cowbridge schools, 
did not bode well for 
the under-7s. 

Down to only nine fit 
members, the squad 
would have to rely on 
teamwork and discipline 
to achieve anything 


against an always com¬ 
petitive CRICC side. 

Cowbridge started the 
scoring with Will Harries 
taking the ball and 
streaking up the wing 
into the corner before 
CRICC hit back straight 
from the kick-off. 

Reuben Davies and 
Finlay Brace bagged a 
pair before CRICC 
scored again. 

The Cowbridge boys 
then really got into their 
defensive lines and put 
pressure on the opposi¬ 
tion. 

The boys were able to 
score freely, with some 
quite exceptional running 
from Reuben Davies, 
who scored a massive 
seven tries out of a total 
of 19, ably supported by 
a quite superb team 
effort. 

Scorers: Reuben 

Davies (7), Will Harries 
(3), Akka Guwy (3), 
Harry Treharne (2), 
Finlay Brace (2), Robbie 
Brown (2). 

Squad: Finlay Brace, 
Tom Brennan, Robbie 
Brown, Reuben Davies, 
Ethan Francis, Akka 
Guwy, Will Harries, 
Archie Lloyd, Will Ryan. 

MTL 


Rugby club are 
back in action 


ALTHOUGH there 
have been no 
matches for 

Cowbridge recently, 
the club has still 
been a busy place. 
Despite a damp 
evening, the bonfire 
night was a great 
success. 

Many thanks to all 
who attended (Ty Hafan 
will be the beneficiary 
this year) and also all 
those who put in a lot of 
hard work to make sure 
the evening ran smooth¬ 
ly- 

Special mention 
should go to pyrotechnic 
master Alun John and his 
team, who put on a great 
show under difficult con¬ 
ditions. 

On Sunday, November 
14, a dozen or so young¬ 
sters (under the name 
‘Future of Cowbridge 
RFC’) met at the club 
under the expert guid¬ 


ance of Jacqui Jenkins 
and Hannah Lewis to 
assemble a Christmas 
tree to be displayed at the 
Christmas Tree Festival 
in Holy Cross Church. 

The Festival runs from 
November 26 - 28. 

This Saturday the first 
team takes on third 
placed Old Illtudians at 
the Athletic Field. 

Following an encour¬ 
aging performance in the 
last game against 
Wattstown, the boys will 
be looking for further 
improvement and as 
always support is much 
appreciated. 

The kick off is at 
2.30pm followed by 
Ireland v New Zealand at 
5.30pm in the clubhouse. 

Finally, tickets are 
already selling well for 
the Abba/Greek evening 
at the club on New Year’s 
Eve. Contact Nick Jones 
for further details and 
tickets. 

RV/RK 


Honours are even 
between Cowbridge 
and CRICC under-8s 


A DREARY, damp 
morning saw 

Cowbridge under- 
8s travel to 
Whitchurch for the 
return fixture with 
CRICC. 

The rain held off, and 
Cowbridge fielded a 
squad of 16 for the game, 
and played four 10- 
minute quarters. 

A poor defensive per¬ 
formance in the first 
quarter allowed CRICC 
to take a 6-3 lead. 

Better field position¬ 
ing in the second quarter 
resulted in a better defen¬ 
sive display, effectively 
preventing CRICC from 
adding to their total. 

Cowbridge, mean¬ 
while, added three to 
their total by half-time. 
Concerted pressure by 
Cowbridge should have 
resulted in more tries but 
there was little continuity 
allowed in the game by 
the referee. 

After half-time, 
Cowbridge crossed the 
line on a number of occa¬ 


sions only to have tries 
disallowed, or some good 
runs resulting in a num¬ 
ber of turnovers by play¬ 
ers drifting into touch. 

Cowbridge managed 
to add a further try in the 
third quarter while 
CRICC added three, 
leaving Cowbridge adrift 
by 9-7. 

A sterling perform¬ 
ance by Cowbridge in the 
final quarter brought the 
scores back level, result¬ 
ing in a draw at 10-10. 

Tries: Harri Hawkins, 
Charlie Locke (2), Aled 
Leitch, David Harris, 
Owen Godsall, Iestyn 
Owen, Oliver Jarmaine, 
loan Davies. 

Squad: loan Davies, 
Ben Farrell, Ellis 
Greenwood, David 
Harris, Harry Hawkins, 
Robbie Hawkins, Aled 
Leitch, Charlie Locke, 
Iestyn Owen, Dewi 
Williams, Owen Godsall, 
Harry Holton, Tom 
Johnson, Robyn Martin, 
McKinley Parsons, 
Oliver Jarmaine. 

KH 
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Gwenfo team sports new kit 



GWENFO rugby team is sporting a new kit, thanks to sponsors R H Seel & Co. 

“The team is looking forward to playing their next tournaments and are looking smart in 
their kit,” said Sally Hatcher (administrator). 


Rising Sun enjoy success in 
British international event 


ON Sunday, 

November 7, three 
members of the 
R i s i n g - S u n 
Kyokushin Karate 
Club took part in 
the British 

International 
Karate 
Kyokushinkai 
Championships in 
Folkstone. 

Courtenay Taylor, 

Natasha Cunvin and 
Aimee Carr all entered 
the full contact knock- minute extension corn- 
down event with all three menced, only to see the 
girls doing extremely English opponent just 
well. catch Aimee with a 

First on was Aimee. roundhouse to the head at 



Next up was Natasha. 
The first two-minute 


, A , . round saw her punish her for her, 

She seemed to dominate the end of the match, giv- brown belt opponent crowned 
the match for the first mg her opponent the win. wbb a b arra g e 0 f heavy champion back in March 
It was Aimee s first ,, t? 


champion. 

It has been a great year 
is she was 
the Welsh 


two minutes with her 
extraordinary power, match yet she did 
After a draw was made extremely well and put 
by the judges, a two- on a great performance! 


blows. Her middle and now is the new 
roundhouse kick seemed British champion after 


Exciting times at 
local golf club 


THIS year, St 
Andrews Major 
Golf Club has seen 
a continuous 

growth in the num¬ 
ber of new mem¬ 
bers. 

The flat course, with 
its unforgiving rough, 
challenges both low and 
high handicappers. 

Our junior and ladies 
sections are developing 
well and the social side 
of St Andrews Major 
goes from strength to 
strength. 

At the end of October 
we launched the St 
Andrews Major mem¬ 
bers website, www.sam- 
golfclub.com, which is 
packed full of informa¬ 


tion. 

The captain’s charity 
this year is Ty Hafan and 
it is anticipated that, 
together with the ‘cap¬ 
tain’s pond forfeit’, 
bingo, quiz nights and 
the annual David 
Bannister memorial 
competition, we will 
raise several thousand 
pounds towards this very 
worthwhile charity. 

The sale of tickets for 
the Christmas draw is 
well on the way and on 
December 19 we expect 
to be giving away over 
£3,000 worth of prizes, 
from TVs and cameras to 
bottles of spirits and 
many other prizes. 

JL 


to do most of the dam¬ 
age. 

In the extension round, 


taking this event by 
storm and winning. 

Her aim and goal is to 


the onslaught was too take the European title 
much for her opponent to and she is focused on that 
take, giving Natasha the goal for 2011. 
win by ippon (full point) As coach for the team, 


as her opponent could no 
longer continue the fight. . . - 
Courtenay proved to British 
be too powerful for her ev ^' 
17-year-old black belt 
opponent throughout the 
whole of the bout. An 
extension round was 
given to the spectators’ 
surprise, as everybody 
thought Courtenay 


was delighted with the 
trio’s performance at the 
championship 


The original Rising- 
Sun Kyokushin Karate 
Club train at the Samurai 
Centre, Savoy Buildings 
109 Broad Street, Barry. 

For a first free lesson 
for juniors turn up 


should have won in the ^pm Mondays seniors 
first part of the match. 7-8pm Rising-Stars 4-7 
In the second two min- far-olds „ Ttasday 

utes of the bout, again me ■°- 1 l 

^ j 07861699476 or visit 

Courtenay proved to be w w w . r ; s i n g - s u n- 

too Sh-ong, gaining all kyo kushin.co.uk f or 

five of the judges deci- J - - 
sions at the end of the 
match. 

Courtenay has not 
long returned from 
China, where she fought 
the women’s world 


more info. 


LEE BENNETT 


Cadoxton Imps plan 
for Christmas party 


CADOXTON IMPS AFC are 
holding their annual 
Christmas party on Saturday, 
December 4 at Market Street 
Social Club, Market Street, 
Barry with doors opening at 
7.30pm. 

The entertainment includes singer 
Darren Thomas Tyson, who will pro¬ 
vide an evening of soul, swing and 
Motown, to get everyone in the danc¬ 
ing mood. 

There will also be a disco, a raffle, a 
quiz and an auction of a few selected 
items. 

Please book your tickets in advance 
by calling either chairman Martin 
Pursall on 07733318093 or secretary 
Gary Spierling on 01446 407591, or 


by contacting any of the Imps’ man¬ 
agers or committee members. 

Any donations for raffle prizes are 
always greatly appreciated and anyone 
wishing to donate any prizes should 
call either Martin or Gary on the above 
numbers, or bring them along on the 
night. 

This is the party for parents, grand¬ 
parents, senior players, managers and 
any other adults. 

The event is open to any adults and 
not restricted to people connected with 
the various Imps teams, and the Imps 
committee would welcome any of our 
footballing friends in the community 
to come along for what should be a fun 
and entertaining evening. 

All profits raised from the event 
will go to the Imps. 

MP 


Big Green Annual makes for a 
perfect gift for any racing fan 





A big crowd gather around the 
parade ring at Ystradowen. 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with BRIAN LEE 


T HE eagerly- 
awaited Big 
Green 

Annual 2010, by 
John Beasley, is 
now available and 
it is the perfect 
Christmas gift for 
all hunt-racing 
enthusiasts. 

Now in its 11th year, 
the action and behind 
the scenes images in 
this 176 page hardback 
book are as spectacular 
as ever. 

With contributions 
from Carl Evans, Mick 
Connaughton, Mark 
Wall and others, includ¬ 
ing yours truly, it is a 
book that can be dipped 
into when one has a 
spare moment or two. 

I particularly enjoyed 
the article by bookmak¬ 
er George Moir who 
recalled: “The bigger 
punters tend to know 
where they will be 
accommodated and I 
always try to look after 
my regulars, though I 
am wary when a 
stranger steps in with a 
wad. 

“In 2008 at Bangor, I 
had already spotted 
Dead Or Alive, owned 
by a shrewd gambler 
and trained by Tim 
Vaughan (for the 


record, it was trained by 
Tim’s wife Abbi) 
entered in the Maiden 
race. I kept the price 
low and the horse was 
backed at 10-1 down to 
odds-on and won by a 
distance. 

“Connections did not 
appear until the bigger 
odds had gone. Wives 
and girlfriends were the 
early punters. Vaughan 
then appeared, despite 
having a winner at 
Warwick that afternoon. 
I lost £800 on the race, 
mainly to other book¬ 
makers at much lower 
odds than they had 
laid.” 

Incidentally, there is 
a picture of Aberthin’s 
Tim Vaughan and his 
wife Abbi in the win¬ 
ners’ enclosure at 
Ystradowen, accompa¬ 
nied by James and 
Richard Lovell after 
their Roznic had won 
the men’s open under 
Tom David. 

The book, which 
costs £24.95 plus £4.95 
p&p, can be obtained 
from Paleface 
Publications, 30 
Thistlebarrow Road, 
Bournemouth, Dorset, 
BH7 7A1. 



Table tennis 
club for all 


CARDIFF and 
District Table 
Tennis League’s 
community club, 


Pumas grind out 
hard-fought win 


Barry Pumas FC 
Inter Cory ton 


BARRY Pumas 
deserve the praise 
they are getting at 
the moment after 
grinding out this 
win from a skeleton 
squad. 

A bare 11 players 
turned up for this game, 
which proved to be a 
frustrating day for the 
Barry side. 

The first half saw 
Pumas keeper Mike 
Lewis make some fine 
saves to keep them in the 
game. 

The best chance of the 
half came when Jamie 


Randall was fouled in 
the box, but the resultant 
penalty was saved well 
by the Coryton goal¬ 
keeper. 

After the break, the 
Pumas persistence paid 
off when Spencer Lamb 
blasted home; however, 
Inter responded quickly 
and took advantage of a 
goalkeeper fumble to 
even the score. 

Scott Christopherato 
was the Pumas saviour, 
however, when he put 
them 2-1 up with 15 
minutes to go. 

MORGAN 

STEPHENS 


which meets every 
Friday from 7pm 
to 9pm in the 
upper hall of the 
Welsh Institute of 
Sport, Sophia 
Gardens, Cardiff, 
invites youngsters 
and adults of all 
ages and abilities to 
come along for a 
game of table ten¬ 
nis with players of 
their own ability. 

Bats, balls and some 
coaching are provided 
free of charge. There 
is no joining fee and no 
obligation to come reg¬ 
ularly, but players are 
required to pay a sub¬ 
scription of £2 per 
evening. 

For more details 
contact Roy Gibson on 
01446 412352 or roy- 
gibson @ ntlworld.com 
or visit the website 
www.cardifftt.org.uk. 

ROY GIBSON 


Local rider Robbie Llewellyn winning 
the maiden race on Shelagh Vee. 



Stewards Jim Thomas and William Tudor 
with secretary Alison Morris. 


Rhoose girls’ 
medal haul 


ELOISE 
NEIGHBOUR of 
Rhoose Lifeguards, 
coached by Karen 
O’Donoghue 
Harris, has retained 
the under-19 ladies 
British surf ski 
series champion’ 
title for another 
season. 

She ‘endurance pad- 
died’ to gold medal posi¬ 
tions in all three of the 
ICON long distance ski 
races held in Rhoose, St 
Ives and Saunton Sands. 

As a bonus this sea¬ 
son, she also won the 
title of under-19 ladies 
British long distance surf 
ski champion’ after a 
win at GB Long 
Distance Ski 
Championships, spon¬ 
sored by Ultimate 
Kayaks in Bournemouth 
in September. 

Eighteen-year-old 
Eloise, who is a biology 
undergraduate at Cardiff 
University, is also part of 
the university’s sport 
high performance pro¬ 
gramme, which is struc¬ 
tured to support individ¬ 
uals to develop their 
sporting potential along¬ 
side academic study. 

At the British Surf 


Lifesaving 

Championships held at 
Falmouth, Lana Evans, 
Lucy Curtis, Lisa 
Bremner and Eloise 
brought back to Wales 
the GBSLSA 
Intermediate Ladies 
Shield after beating 
strong teams from 
Devon and Cornwall. 

Eloise teamed with 
fellow Rhoose Lifeguard 
Lucy Curtis, whose 
explosive paddle start 
retained the pair the title 
of under-19 Ladies 
British Double Surf Ski 
Champions for a second 
year. 

Lana Evans, who is 
an amazing surf swim¬ 
mer, took gold in the 
individual races under- 
19 Ladies British Surf 
Swim and under-19 
British Ocean Woman. 

Lana teamed with 
Lucy and Eloise to win 
the under-19 Ladies GB 
Surf Swim Team Race, 
then the trio went on to 
take the gold medal and 
the title under-19 Ladies 
GB Taplin Relay. 

Adding to their haul 
of gold medals, Lana 
and Eloise paired to win 
gold in the under-19 
Ladies British Tube 
Rescue Team Race. 





















































HERE IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR HUGE STOCK, FROM OYER 140 USED CARS, 4X4s & MPYs 




mqe 

RAPTOR 

IRRDRRS 


56 Audi A3 2.0 TDi 170 Sport, silverstone 
met, black interior trim, 1 owner, only 
57,000 miles, fsh, a/c, e/w, r/c/l .£10,995 


08 Passat CC in reflex silver met, black 
leather trim, climate, e/windows/mirrors, full 
dealer service history.£17,995 


56 Mercedes in shadow silver met with black 
leather, 71,000 miles, full main dealer serv¬ 
ice history,a/c, climate, alloys, r/c/l£14,995 


57 Freelander 2.2 Td4 XS in Stornaway grey 
met, half leather, climate, e/w, e/m, park¬ 
ing sensors, alloys, keyless entry £14,995 




l/wy, 

CoMp&tit/U- 

Rat&e 






54 BMW X3 2.5i M Sport, imola green met, 
biscuit hide leather trim, sat nav, fsh, 6 disc 
cd, alloys, e/w, r/c/l, a/c, climate . £8,995 


07 Impreza 2.5 WRX, sonic blue met, cli¬ 
mate control, a/c, alloys, e/w, e/m, full 
service history.£9,495 


09 Hyundai 1.6 Coupe 3-dr, silver met, black 
leather trim, a/c, alloys, e/w, e/m, cd play¬ 
er, r/c/l, fsh, cheap tax and ins. .. .£9,995 


09 Focus 2.0 TDCi CC-2, argento met, grey 
trim, 17inch 10 spoke alloys, high spec, 
a/c, e/w, r/c/l. cd player.£10,995 


m/wm 

M&U}E 

CARS 




mqE 

RA/vqeof 

tmERS 


01 Lancer VII RS, 51,000 miles, immacu¬ 
late condition, Blitz Nur Spec exhaust, HKS 
type 2 turbocharger, BBS wheels . .£8,995 


06 Impreza WRX type UK, great spec, full 
dealer service history, awesome perform¬ 
ance combined with great looks . .£8,995 


03 BMW 325 Ci in carbon black met, full 
black leather, factory fitted sat nav, fully 
loaded, r/c/l. e/w, e/m, alloys ... .£8,995 


07 Seat Leon 1.9 TDi, very economical 
diesel, 45mpg, high spec, climate, a/c, 
e/w, e/m, alloys, pas, r/c/l, cd .. .£8,495 






51 Mercedes CL500, vogue silver met, 
black leather interior, fsh. follow me home 
lighting, alloys, heated seats, r/c/l .£7,995 


54 BMW 118D SE, topaz blue met, diesel, 
65,000 miles, fsh, a/c, e/w, r/c/l, key card 
activation, alloys, pas, cd, aux input £7,995 


07 VW Passat TDi, 140 bhp model, shadow 
blue met, climate, a/c, e/w, r/c/l, cheap 
tax, great performance/economy . .£7,995 


08 Vauxhall Astra, top of the range 150 bhp, 
a/c, alloys, cd player, low miles, fsh, great 
performance with great economy . .£7,995 


Ha Xarnaa 


R0C 


58 Seat Altea XL, black magic met, top of 
the range Stylance model, climate, a/c, 
alloys, cd player, e/w, e/m, fsh .. .£7,995 


07 VW Golf 1.4S, relex silver met, a/c, e/w. 
e/m, cd player, r/c/l, upgrade 17inch alloys, 
low tax and insurance group.£7,495 


55 Mazda 5D TS2 7-seater MPV, diesel, 
galaxy silver mica, black interior, 50,000 
miles, fsh, e/w, r/c/l, alloys, pas, cd £6,995 


04 VW Betle 2.0 SE, reflex silver met, elec 
roof, alloys, a/c, e/w, cd, r/c/l, full compre¬ 
hensive service history .£6,495 


X 


\*7 




■ 

B05t 


cm 


1 05 VW Golf 1.9 TDi, azure blue met, 5-dr, 
full main dealer service history, very eco¬ 
nomical, cheap road tax, e/w, r/c/l .£5,995 


1 07 Focus C-Max Auto, sermatt silver, stun¬ 
ning MPV, service history record, very low 
miles, 16inch alloys, r/c/l, a/c, e/w .£5,995 


07 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8, top of the range SRI I 
model, silver met, a/c, alloys, cd player 
I e/w. e/m, sport suspension, fsh . .£5,99E 


04 Peugeot 307 CC, met silver, black cloth 
trim, a/c, alloys, cd player, r/c/l, e/w, e/m, 
low mileage and full service history £5,4! 


.. .. _tiowemotors-co.iik 
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HERE IS JUST A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR HUGE STOCK, FROM OYER 140 USED CARS, 4X4s & MPYs 
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54 Audi A2 1.2 FSi, blue met, rare fuel effi¬ 
cient 1.6 FSi model capable of 45+mpg, full 
Audi service history, 16 inch alloys . .£4,995 
I; IW - 


06 Peugeot 206 GTi, java black met, stun¬ 
ning condition, sports seats, 18 inch alloys, 
elec climate, e/w, r/c/l, pas, history £4,995 


56 Renault Clio 1.2 16v Expression, dark 
grey met, low ins and tax, a/c, e/w, pas, c/I, 
e/m, fsh, 1 local owner from new . .£4,995 


06 VW Polo 1.2 E55, met blue, economical 
33,000 miles facelift model, over 37 mpg, 
only group 3 ins, ideal first car . . .£4,995 


///M 


53 Honda CR-V 1-Tech SE Sport, 5-dr, red 
met, climate control, elec windows, c/lock¬ 
ing, alloy wheels .£4,995 


54 BMW 320D ES, met grey, cloth trim, cli¬ 
mate, alloys, cd, e/w, e/m and so much 
more, service history.£4,495 


07 Renault Clio 1.4 16v 5-dr hatch 
Expression, silver met, 31,000 miles, a/c, 
only group 4 ins, c/I, e/w, e/m ... .£4,995 


04 Landrover Freelander 1.8 S, grey met, 
a/c, e/w, e/m, cd player, alloys and lots 
more, low mileage and fsh.£4,495 


AatofKotitpe, 


YHY 






03 Mitsubishi L200 Double Cab, silver over 
green met, great specification, cd player, 
e/w, e/m, alloys and lots more .. .£4,495 


06 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4i 16v Life, blue pas¬ 
tel, just 44,000 miles, service history, e/w, 
cd player, pas, e/m, r/c/l .£3,995 


Y Mercedes 220CDi Coupe Auto, diesel, sil¬ 
ver met, luxury trim, climate, e/w, e/m, cd 
player, alloys, service history ... .£4,495 


03 BMW 316 Ti, Imola red, full anthracite 
interior, face-lift model, a/c, alloys, pas, 
e/w, M Sport steering wheel.£3,995 


CAR 

Bcmc 

seme 




02 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Ghia model, a/c, 
alloys, e/w, e/m, cd player, service history, 
great performance and comfort .. .£3,495 


04 Skoda Fabia 1.416v Comfort, met silver, 
pas, r/c/l, cd player, alloys, 1 owner from 
new, service history .£3,495 


52 Toyota Corolla 1.8 VVTi T-Sport, dark 
silver met, range topping T-Sport, a/c, mul¬ 
tispoke alloys, cd, r/c/l, fsh .£2,995 


51 Honda Civic Coupe 1.6i SR, desirable . 
very rare auto, a/c, alloys, e/w, cd player 
e/sunroof, r/c/l, fsh, and lots more .£2,995 


BAD 

CRFDIT 

CATFRFD 

FOR 






All MAJOR 
CRFDIT 
CARDS 


Y Jaguar X-Type 2.5 V6, platinum silver 
met, e/w, e/m, cd player, r/c/l, a/c, alloys 
and lots more, fsh, locally owned .£2,995 


53 Peugeot 206i 1.4, met silver, limited 
edition Fever model, e/w, cd player, pas, 
r/c/l, fsh, locally owned vehicle .. .£2,795 


53 Ford Ka 1.3 Style, lovely sparkle blue 
met, pas, factory cd player, group 3 ins, 
sensible tax bracket .£2,495 


52 Vauxhall Corsa 1.2i 16v Commfort, pep¬ 
permint green met, cheap tax & ins groups, 
e/w, e/m, cd player, r/c/l, lots more £2,495 


Ol/tRm 
MSRDCARS, 
Ms, RfPt/s. 


« * 


T Mazda 323 1.8 Auto, met silver, great 
value GSi model, a/c, alloys, cd player, 
r/c/l, very rare automatic model . .£1,495 


Y Peugeot 206 1.4 Auto, met silver, very 
rare automatic, low mileage, e/w, cd play¬ 
er, a/c, r/c/l, and lots more.£2,295 


05 Chevrolet Tacuma 1.6 SX, met blue, con¬ 
trasting cloth trim, locally owned, a/c, cd 
player, e/w and lots more .£1,995 


P Rover 620 GSi 4-dr, white, a credit to its 
former keeper, a/c, alloys, e/w, immobilis¬ 
er, and lots more.£995 
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55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-Door 
Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with 
beige leather interior, cruise control, sat nav 
system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 
7,220 miles. £POA 


57 MINI Cooper 1.6 (120) Chilli Pack 3-Drl 
Hatchback. In pepper white with carbon black I 
half leather interior, panoramic roof, air con, I 
CD, rear parking sensors, service history, only I 
56,000 miles. £9,995 


r04 54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (1 OOps) Sportl 

5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala I 
sports interior, alloy wheels, air con, body | 
coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles .. 

.£4,995 J 


07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5- 
dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon I 
sport interior, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, 
only 15,060 miles. £6,495 


PRESTIGE 


i 57 TOYOTA Prius 1.5/Hybrid T Spirit CVT Auto in decuma grey met with full torino black leather, 
automatic air conditioning, sat nav, bluetooth telephone, reverse parking camera, cruise control, only 45,565 

miles....... £10,995 

| 07 07 BMW X3 2.5si SE Automatic in platinum bronze metallic with sand beige leather interior, aluminum 

running boards, cd, front and rear parking sensors, heated seats, only 33,160 miles. £18,995 

| 07 07 BMW 520d 2.0TD SE in monaco blue with dekota black leather interior, rear parking sensors, blue¬ 

tooth phone prep, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, automatic air con, only 52,180 miles ..£12,995 
| 06 56 BMW 116i SE 5-dr in sparkling graphite met with full Boston beige leather interior, comfort pack, cd, 

climate control, alloy wheels, reversing sensors, auxiliary I-pod connection, only 20,010 miles interior 

titanium trim, auto lights and auto wipers. £9,995 

| 06 06 BMW X5 3.0D Sport Automatic 5-Door Station Wagon. In carbon black with black leather interi¬ 

or, communications pack, sat nav, Bluetooth phone prep, panoramic roof, front and rear parking sen¬ 
sors, only 59,800 miles. £19,995 

| 05 55 ASTON MARTIN DB9 5.9 Volante 2-Door Convertible Sequential. In metallic blue with beige 

leather interior, cruise control, sat nav system, rear parking aid, wood trim, only 7,220 miles. £POA 

| 05 05 MERCEDES BENZ M Class ML270 CDi Special Edition Automatic 5-Dr Station Wagon. In black 

with grey suede interior, climate control, memory heated electric seat, roof rails, only 41,750 miles. 

.£13,995 

| 04 04 BMW 5 Series 530d 3.0 TD SE Automatic 4-Dr Saloon, in metallic silver with black leather interi¬ 
or, multi CD, sat nav, phone prep, traction control, cruise control, only 62,000 miles. £10,995 

| 04 04 AUDI A3 2.0 Fsi Sport 3-dr Hatchback in Mauritius blue with blue/black interior, climate control, 

colour coded bumpers, multi CD, Bose sound system, full service history, only 26,700 miles. £7,995 

| 03 03 BMW 3.0 330 Ci convertible. In topaz blue with montana grey leather, rear parking sensors, multi 

cd, alloy wheels, heated seats, only 55,200 miles. £9,495 

| 02 02 JAGUAR X-type 2.5 V6 Automatic Sport 4-dr Saloon. In Anthracite Black with Sand sport leather 

interior, reverse park control, automatic climate control, cruise control, privacy glass, colour coded 

bumpers, only 70,080 miles. £4,995 

| 02 51 MERCEDES BENZ C-Class 2.0 Cl80 Sport Coupe in brilliant silver met with Ascot interior, dual 

zone climate control, cruise control, auto lights, cd, alloy wheels, only 70,647 miles. £4,995 


SPORTS 


59 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 16v Turbo SRi (Nav) In lightning silver metallic with Vitesse interior, full 
colour navigation, alloy wheels, climate control, cruise control, phone prep, only 14,500 miles.£13,995 
09 MIN11.6 (120bhp) Cooper (Pepper) Graphite In graphite grey with black interior, storage com¬ 
partment package, 2 spoke leather steering wheel, air con, CD, only 6,570 miles.£13,495 

08 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 TDi 80 Reference Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In metallic silver with reference grey 
interior, alloy wheels, air con, ISOFIX anchorage point front electric windows, one owner, only 18,500 

miles.£6,995 

57 MINI Cooper 1.6 (120) Chilli Pack 3-Dr Hatchback. In pepper white with carbon black half leather 
interior, panoramic roof, air con, CD, rear parking sensors, service history, only 56,000 miles. ...£9,995 
07 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi DPF FR 5-dr Hatchback. In black magic with FR grey interior, cruise control, 

air con, traction control system, ESP, only 38,598 miles. £11,995 

07 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4i 16v sport 2-dr cabriolet in air blue with charcoal alpha interior, alloy wheels, 

body coloured bumpers, cd, front fogs, only 48,730 miles.£6,995 

56 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 1.4TSi (170ps) FT 5-dr in reflex silver metallic with siemere anthracite interi¬ 
or, climatic air con, front fogs, alloy wheels, cd, only 49,998 miles. £9,995 

56 HONDA Civic 1.8i V-tecType-S 3-dr Hatchback. In alabaster silver with alcantara/suede interior, 

climate control, CD, alloy wheels, colour coded bumpers, only 24,405 miles. £8,995 

55 RENAULT Megane 2.0 VVT 136 Privilege 2 Door Coupe Cabriolet. In metallic gold with magno¬ 
lia leather interior, luxury pack, climate control, multi CD, cruise control, panoramic roof, only 9,250 

miles.£6,995 

55 FORD Street Ka 1.6 Luxury 2-dr Convertible. In French blue with ebony black leather interior, air 

con, cd, quick clear front screen, only 21,720 miles.£4,995 

54 VOLKSWAGEN Polo 1.9 TDi (lOOps) Sport 5-dr in rosewood red pearlescent with scala sports 

interior, alloy wheels, air con, body coloured bumpers, cd, only 59,790 miles. £4,995 

04 AUDI TT Coupe 3.2 V6 3-Dr Coupe Quattro. In dolemite grey with grey leather interior, climate con¬ 
trol, traction control system, multi CD, BOSE sound system, only 35,040 miles. £9,995 

04 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTi 140 6-spd in sable grey met with Santa Monica leather, alloy wheels, 

chrome roll over bar, wind deflector, cd, alarm and immobiliser, only 49,750 miles. £6,995 

54 CITROEN C2 1.6 VTR Sensodrive in arctic steel silver with neutron mesh interior, paddle shift, alloy 

wheels, air con, colour coded bumpers, rear spoiler, cd, only 62,100 miles.£3,495 

53 AUDI TT Roadster 1.8T Quattro (225 bhp) in raven black met with full authentic baseball leather 
interior, heated seats, BOSE stereo upgrade, climate control, alloy wheels, trip computer, only 59,200 

miles, wind deflector and roof cover.£9,995 

53 VOLKSWAGEN Golf 3.2 R32 3-Dr Hatchback. In diamond Black with black leather interior, electric 
sunroof, cruise control, 18” alloy wheels, metallic paint, climate control, service history, only 63,000 

miles.£8,995 

53 AUDI A3 2.0 TDi Sport 3-Dr Hatchback. In dolphin grey with matrix grey/black interior, climate con¬ 
trol, CD, colour coded bumpers, alloy wheels, only 70,700 miles. £7,495 

53 MG TF 1.8 135bhp 2-door Convertible. In starlight silver with black interior, alloy wheels, body 
coloured bumpers, CD, electric windows, only 30,845 miles. £3,995 


02 02 AUDITT Roadster 1.8T (225) 2-Door Convertible. In silver with grey leather interior, six CD chang¬ 
er, BOSE sound system, 17” alloy wheels, immobiliser only 70,620 miles. £9,995 

00 W LEXUS IS200 2.0 Sport 4-Door Saloon. In Strathcarn blue with Oakham suede/leather interior, 
multi-CD, electric heated seats, electric sunroof, air con, only 57,280 miles. £3,995 


FAMILY 


09 PEUGEOT 2071.4 Verve 5-dr Hatchback in Onyx black with black/red interior, air con, alloy wheels, 

CD, ISOFIX anchorage point, manufacturers warranty, service history, only 8,890 miles.£7,995 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Breeze 5-dr in star silver met with tabita charcoal interior, alloy wheels, cli¬ 
mate control, trip computer, body coloured bumpers, only 10,800 miles.£7,995 

57 NISSAN QashQai 2.0dCiTenka 5-dr AWD. In pearl black metallic, with full graphite leather interior, alloy 
wheels, climate control, cruise control, cd with bluetooth, heated seats, rear parking sensors, panoramic sun¬ 
roof, only 37,267 miles............£14,495 

07 RENAULT Clio 1.4 16v 98 Dynamique 5-dr Hatchback. In mercury silver with carbon sport interi¬ 
or, air con, CD, front fogs, alarm, only 15,060 miles.£6,495 

56 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVT Dynamique 5-Dr Hatchback. In quartz with laser charcoal interior, air 

con, CD, colour coded bumpers, front fogs, only 32,000 miles.£5,495 

06 MAZDA 6 2.0TFTS2 (143 bhp) 5-dr hatchback in Pacific blue with black sports interior, multi CD, 

Bose sound system, cruise conrol, climate control, only 73,000 miles.£5,495 

06 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi S Line. In brilliant red with black mondial interior, climate control, aluminium trim 

strips, multi CD, 18” alloy wheels, service history, only 73,400 miles.£10,995 

06 VOLKSWAGEN Beetle 1.6 Luna 2-Door Cabriolet. In light blue with charcoal interior, CD, 
body coloured bumpers, traction control system, six spoke alloy wheels, service history, only 72,500 

miles.£7,495 

06 FORD Focus Zetec Climate 1.8 TDCi Diesel 5-dr Hatchback. In black with dark interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, CD, colour coded bumpers, only 61,199 miles, quick clean screen.£5,995 

54 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SX 5-dr Estate. In imperial blue with grey interior, a/con, cd, electric win¬ 
dows, body coloured bumpers, only 30,700 miles.£3,495 

05 HONDA Civic 1.7 CDTi in magnetic blue with hatch fabric interior, alloy wheels, air con, cd, colour 

coded bumpers, only 55,130 miles.£5,995 

54 CITROEN C3 stop&start 1.4 5-dr Automatic Hatchback. In silver with blue velour interior, air con, 

cd, alloy wheels, only 29,920 miles.£3,695 

04 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 VVTi T-Spirit Auto 4-dr Saloon. Silver fern, st moritz charcoal leather, map 

gps nav system, climate, cruise, electric seat adjustment, only 55,065 miles.£5,995 

53 RENAULT Grand Espace 2.2 dci Privilege 5-dr MPV in flame red with grey stone suede interior, 

steering mounted controls, climate control, multi cd front fogs, only 77,000 miles.£5,795 

03 HONDA Civic Type S 5-dr in clover green met with half leather sports seats, climate control, alloy 

wheels, rear spoiler, full Honda service history, only 36,030 miles.£4,495 

02 LAND ROVER Freelander 1.8 GS 3-dr Hardtop in burgundy with grey interior, multi CD, air con, 

alloy wheels, service history, onlyy 48,030 miles.£3,495 

51 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 VVTi GLS Automatic 5-dr. In Atlantis blue metallic with hocney interior, alloy 

wheels, air con, sunroof, cd auto-changer, body coloured bumpers, only 35,590 miles.£2,695 

51 MERCEDES Benz A-Class 1.4 A140 Avantguard 5-dr hatchback. In red with slate grey half 

leather/cloth interior, cd, ipod connection, air con, alloy wheels, service history, only 47,790 miles. 

.£2,995 


SMALL 


08 CITROEN Cl I.Oi Rhythm 5-dr Hatchback in Caldera black with black interior, electric front win¬ 
dows, p/steering, cd, centre rear seat belt, 1 owner, £35 a year road tax, only 18,100 miles. £5,995 

58 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design (A/C). 5 door in ice blue with dark interior, air con, MP3 input, 

colour coded bumpers, front fog lights, only 19,950 miles. £7,995 

08 FORD KA Studio. In panther black with cascade interior, immobiliser, CD, drivers airbag, central 

locking, only 32,349 miles. £4,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2i 16v life (a/c) 3-dr hatchback easy tronic. In metro blue with punch cloth 

charcoal interior, electric mirrors, air con, immobiliser, service history, only 17,900 miles. £5,495 

06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 16v Design 5-dr hatchback in silver lightning with charcoal interior, air con, 

cd, body coloured bumpers, power steering, service history, only 39,820 miles . £4,495 

55 VAUXHALL Corsa I.Oi 12v Life 3-dr Hatchback. In purple spell with Orleans charcoal interior, CD, 

power steering, immobiliser, body coloured bumpers, only 29,820 miles. £3,495 

54 MINI 1.6 Cooper (Pepper pack) 3-dr Hatchback. In purple with white roof, black interior, 8 spoke 

alloy wheels, a/c, cd, front fogs, e/front windows, only 39,760 miles. £6,995 

54 FIAT Punto 1.2 8v 3-dr hatchback. In crystal green with grey tek interior, electric front windows, 

power steering, colour coded bumpers, only 34,500 miles. £2,995 

04 FORD Ka 1.6 Sport 3-dr Hatchback. Magnum grey with streetline dark interior, colour coded 

bumpers, front fog lights, electric windows, alloy wheels, cd, only 40,955 miles. £3,495 

03 RENAULT Clio 1.2 16v Expression 5-dr Hatchback. In capsicum red with grey interior, CD, sun¬ 
roof, power steering, service history, only 58,105 miles. £2,995 

02 PEUGEOT 206 2.0 16v SE 2-dr coupe convertible. In light metallic blue with red/black leather inte¬ 
rior, climate control, alloy wheels, cd, wind deflector, service history, only 19,170 miles.£3,995 

51 ALFA ROMEO 1.6 T-Spark Lusso 3-dr Hatchback in Alfa red with elegant velour interior, alloy 
wheels, air conditioning, I-pod connection, colour coded bumpers, only 79,085 miles. £2,995 


View our stock online Gwasanaeth Cymraeg Ar Gael 

01446 720044 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 

visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 
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BRIGHT IS THE HERO FOR TEAM 


Last-gasp Llantwit 
land all three points 


LLANTWIT con¬ 
tinued their good 
form and held on to 
top spot in the 
VOGAFL Division 
1 with a last-gasp 
win against a spirit¬ 
ed Dockers team. 

The home team start¬ 
ed brightly and were 
playing some expansive 
football, creating a copi¬ 
ous amount of chances 
in the process. 

Grafton, Thomas, 
Bright, Hartley and 
Tracey all had good 
chances to score but 
couldn’t get their name 
on the scoresheet. 

Gethin Jennings 
delivered two sublime 
free kicks which bam¬ 
boozled the Dockers’ 
defence, but again no 
Major player could get 
the finishing touch 
which they deserved. 

The visitors offered 
little in the way of 
resistance, but Llantwit, 
despite their fine first 
period, just couldn’t put 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
RESERVES 2 

DOCKERS RESERVES 1 


the ball in the net. 

The second period 
started much the same as 
the first, but Dockers 
decided to join the party 
and were counter-attack¬ 
ing with the vigour that 
had abandoned them in 
the first half. 

The Major back five 
of Vincent, Morris, 
Grahame, Fairchild and 
inspirational skipper 
Tracey, dealt with the 
visitors’ attacks with 
consummate ease. 

The Major finally got 
the breakthrough their 
play warranted on 65 
minutes, as Thomas ter¬ 
rorised the Dockers’ 
full-back, and rather 
than crossing the ball, 
decided to take responsi¬ 
bility himself. 

His rasping drive 
gave the visiting ‘keeper 
no chance and marked 
his first goal of the cam¬ 
paign. 


Yongsters at Ty 
Hafan enjoy 
sports sessions 



Youngsters at the Ty Hafan children’s hospice 
in Sully enjoyed a sports sessions organised for 
them by the Vale Council’s Disability Sport 
Wales development officer Simon Jones. 


A GROUP of 
youngsters from the 
Ty Hafan children’s 
hospice in Sully has 
enjoyed the first of 
what will hopefully 
become a series of 
sports sessions, 
organised for them 
by the Vale 
Council’s Disability 
Sport Wales 

Development 
Officer Simon 
Jones. 

Simon and volunteers 
from Barry 

Comprehensive School 
and Barry College spent 
a day at Ty Hafan, giving 
eight children the chance 
to take part in a range of 
sports, including cricket, 
boccia, kurling and foot¬ 
ball. 

The children had a 
fantastic time and Sandra 


Dumitrescu of Ty Hafan 
said: “Sport for the chil¬ 
dren and young people 
who spend time at Ty 
Hafan is just as important 
as it is for any child. To 
have a session provided 
for them by a trained 
sports officer for the dis¬ 
abled and his team of 
volunteers provided a 
wonderful opportunity 
for them to enjoy famil¬ 
iar sports as well as try a 
few new ones. 

“We were fortunate to 
have a fine day at the 
hospice which meant the 
grounds could be used 
for the youngsters of all 
physical abilities to 
develop and extend their 
skills. I would like to 
thank Simon and his vol¬ 
unteers for a wonderful 
session which was thor¬ 
oughly enjoyed by every- 


Llantwit’s otherwise 
unbreakable defence 
were seemingly still cel¬ 
ebrating the goal as they 
mentally switched off to 
allow the Dockers’ strik¬ 
er to run onto a hopeful 
through ball. 

The striker made no 
mistake to reply to the 
home team’s opener just 
a minute earlier. 

The game appeared to 
be heading for a draw, 
but after a flurry of late 
corners, Llantwit finally 
scored again in the sec¬ 
ond minute of stoppage 
time to give them a thor¬ 


oughly deserved victory. 

Craig Bright was the 
hero as he thundered the 
ball goalwards, the 
power proving too much 
for the visitors’ ‘keeper. 

Man of the match was 
awarded to young Jack 
Grahame who won 
everything in the air, 
shackled his Dockers 
opponent superbly all 
game and played effec¬ 
tive intelligent balls out 
of defence. 

Team: L Vincent, O 
Morris, L Tracey (cap¬ 
tain), J Fairchild, J 
Grahame, G Jennings, P 
Grafton, J Hartley, J 
Thomas, D Lansdown, C 
Bright. Subs: R Grapes, 
J Ellis, S Phillips. 

DC 


Llantwit Major 
netball’s winning 
streak continues 


LLANTWIT Major 
Netball Team con¬ 
tinued their win¬ 
ning streak in the 
Bridgend League 
with a convincing 
win over Ogwr. 

They started strongly 
in the first quarter, with 
shooters Sarah Everall 
and Lizzie Thomas max¬ 
imising their shots on 
goal, and the first quarter 
ended with Llantwit 
leading 12-1. The team 
continued to extend their 
lead in the second quar¬ 
ter without conceding a 
goal and at half time 
were leading 19-1. 

At the start of the 
third quarter, the team 
continued with the 
defence of Sarah 
Thomas, Malvina Wylie 
and Lizzie Davies mak¬ 
ing interceptions from 


the Ogwr attacking play, 
enabling shooters Lizzie 
Thomas and Sarah 
Everall to increase the 
lead at the end of the 
third quarter to 28-2. 

During the final quar¬ 
ter of the match, fitness 
took its toll on the team. 
With the flow of play 
slowing down, the match 
finished with Llantwit 
winning 32-3. 

Team: Sarah Everall, 
Lizzie Thomas, Jodie 
Ackland, Kim Spargo, 
Lizzie Davies, Sarah 
Thomas, Malvina Wylie 
and Alys Richardson. 
Player of the match was 
Sarah Everall. 

Llantwit Netball Club 
trains every Wednesday 
at Llantwit Major 
Leisure Centre from 
6pm - 8pm. New mem¬ 
bers always welcome. 

BS 



Pictured left to right; Keith Parsons (team coach 2nd Dan), Dan Lages, Henry El Jahwari (cur¬ 
rently first in his category), Emma Llewellyn (2nd in category), Jade Parsons (1st in category) and 
Shihan Lee Costa, chief instructor WKJK. Front line, Callum Eva and Harvey and Annabell Stacey. 


WKJK Cogan dojo enjoys success 
in latest format karate league 


SPLOTT Leisure Centre recently hosted 
the sixth leg of the Karate League, where 
junior karateka met to compete. 


Rhoose twins in 
black belt success 



Vicky and Becky Selwood 


VICKY and Becky 
Selwood of Rhoose 
Point recently trav¬ 
elled to the TAGB 
Tae Kwon Do 
headquarters in 
Bristol to take their 
black belt grading. 

The twins of Rhoose 
Tae Kwon Do club have 
been training for the past 
four years under Mr 
Joseph Schembri, 4th 
degree black belt. 

A club spokesman 
said: “They have shown 
hard work and dedica¬ 
tion, passing all previous 
grades at a high level. 

“On the day there 


were more than 500 stu¬ 
dents from all over the 
country. They were put 
through their paces by 
performing patterns, 
sparring and a theory 
test. 

“At the age of 17, 
Becky and Vicky 
became 1st degree black 
belts. Rhoose TKD Club 
and Inner Spirit Martial 
Arts congratulate them 
on their achievement and 
wish them luck for the 
future.” 

Any further informa¬ 
tion on classes or Tae 
Kwon Do please contact 
07711234500. 

JS 



GOOD 
QUALITY 
BRANDED 
PART 
WORN 
TYRES IN 
STOCK 




13" £12.50 

14" £15 

15716" £17.50 
17718" £20 


4 for £40 
4 for £50! 
4 for £60 
4 for £70 



All prices include fitting and balancing 


OPENING HOURS: M0NDAY-FRIDAY 9AM-6PM 

Dock View Road, Barry CF63 4JP 

Tel 01446 732699 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


The competition allows both experienced and 
novice fighters to gain exposure and experience in 
kumite (fighting) and kata (set movements or pat¬ 
terns) within a controlled, competitive environment. 

The format is becoming increasingly popular 
with a noticeable increase in competitors. 

Points are built up towards inclusion in a grand 
final, to be held in Cogan Leisure Centre during 
April 2011. 

The WKJK Cogan dojo has performed well with 
several competitors well placed to challenge for 
championship places. 

If you are interested in karate, the Cogan Leisure 
Centre dojo, under 6th Dan Lee Costa, is always 
open to new pupils. 

Training times, Monday and Friday, (6-8pm); for 
any information call 07974972479 or visit 
www. karate-jutsu. org. 

LC 


CALUNGALL CLUB 

OFFICIALSj 

We welcome your news, reports and 
items of interest. Email your reports 
to: gemeditorial @ tindlenews. co. uk 




iviviv. w w vanhire.co.uk 

• House Removal Lutons 
with Tail Lifts 

• Large Fleet 
of Cars 
(Focus, Fiesta 
Zafiras, Focus 

Estates) I 

• People Carriers 1 

(VWTourans, 

VW Shuttle, Mercedes Travel Liners, 7-9 Seats) 

• 4-metre Merc Sprinters & Jumbos 

• Small Vans (Connects, Combos, Partners) 

• 9-seat Mini Buses 

• Tippers 

• VW Transporters 

• Towbars fitted to most vehicles (inc cars) 

- Extra Charge 

• Roof Racks Available 

• CDW (Collision Damage 

Waiver) from £10 per day 

• Full European Use 
(special conditions 
apply) 

• Full AA Cover 

hire@wickvanhire.co.uk 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

5 HOUR HIRE FROM £30.00 

(100 miles max) 

All hirers must possess 
valid credit/debit card 

01656 660160 
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Choice 

from £4,695 



Choice of small hatches 

from £2,495 


Diesels 



Choice of Diesels 

from £3,995 







Gary Watson 
Motor Co Ltd 


SPORT, PRESTIGE & 4X4 


PORSCHE 911 Carrera 4STiptronic. Silver w/black leather, 65,000 miles, just serviced Porsche Cardiff. £24,995 

BMW X5 3.0 D Sport Exclusive Auto. In black with cream leather, pan-roof, 61,000 miles.£19,995 

VW EOS 2.0 FSi Sport. Silver with black leather, 44,000 miles, convertible . REDUCED BY £1,000 TO £13,995 
MERCEDES C220 CDi Avante Garde Estate Auto. In met silver, 65,000 miles, superb throughout. . .. £13,495 
AUDI A4 2.0 TDi Convertible Automatic. In met red with beige leather seats, one owner, fantastic value at .. £11,995 

MERCEDES ML 270 CDi Automatic. In black with grey leather, 71,000 miles, FSH.£11,995 

MERCEDES CLK 240 Convertible Auto. In black with black leather trim, 66,000 miles, upgraded alloys £11,995 

AUDI A4 2.5TDi Auto Convertible. In silver with black leather, 71,000 miles, sat nav etc.£10,995 

MERCEDES C220 CDi Avantgarde Automatic. In silver, 1 owner, fsh.£8,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In silver, 39,000 miles with a/c, on offer at. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

TOYOTA Celica 1.8 VVTi. In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 private owner, sports coupe at.£5,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red with black/red half leather trim, 50,000 miles, a/c.£5,695 

SUZUKI Grand Vitara 2.0 5-dr. Met-gold, 55,000 miles with a/c, cd, side steps . REDUCED BY £500TO £5,495 

MAZDA RX8192PS. In black, 60,000 miles, stylish 4-dr coupe. REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 

MERCEDES Cl80 Elegance Auto. In met-silver birch, 63,000 miles, fantastic value at.£5,495 

BMW Z3 2.2i Roadster. In black with black leather trim, 79,000 miles, priced to sell.£5,495 

BMW 520i SE Auto. In topaz blue, 67,000 miles, executive saloon at .£4,995 

LEXUS GS300 SE Navigator. Burgundy met, light grey leather, 75,000 miles FANTASTIC VALUE REDUCED TO£4,695 

ALFA ROMEO 147 1.6 Lusso 3-dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc. £3,995 

SUZUKI Jimney 02. Black/silver soft top, 51,000 miles. REDUCED BY £300TO £3,695 


SMALL, ECONOMICAL AND FAMILY CARS 


FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In white, 8,000 miles, host of extras, 1 owner.£8,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In black, 19,000 miles with sports pack and a/c.£8,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.25 Style 5-dr (new shape) met blue, 500 miles only. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £7,995 

VW Golf 1.9 TDi SE 5-dr. In silver, 60,000 miles, alloys, a/c, c/d, etc. REDUCED BY £500 TO £6,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique 5-Dr. In satin gold, 35,000 miles with A/C etc.£5,995 

RENAULT Scenic 1.6 VVTi Dynamic. In met grey, 10,000 miles, 1 owner .... REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,995 
VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi 120 Club 7 seater. Black, economical people carrier REDUCED BY £1000 TO £5,995 

TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 T-Spirit 5-Dr Automatic. In light met grey, 28,000 miles with A/C, alloys.£5,995 

TOYOTA RAV 4 2.0 Diesel GX 5-Dr. In champagne metallic, 87,000 miles, lots of history including belts . £5,995 

CITROEN C4 1.6 Cool 3-dr. In silver, 37,000 miles with a/c. REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban 1.0 3-dr. In silver, 29,000 miles, £20 a year road tax.£5,695 

CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.6 SXi Estate Auto. In Met Blue, 9,000 miles, under manufacturers warranty .... £5,495 
FORD Focus 1.6LX Estate. Black, 20,146 miles, 1 owner, outstanding value . . REDUCED BY £500 TO £5,495 

SMART Four Two 1.0 Passion Automatic (New Model). In silver with cd, a/c, alloys, £30 road tax.£4,995 

MITSUBISHI Lancer 1.6 Elegance Automatic. In met blue with black leather, 37,000 miles. £4,995 

FORD Mondeo 2.0TDCi Zetec 5-dr. In silver, 65,000 mile diesel hatch. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique. Silver, 46,000 miles, 7 seater. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £4,995 

VAUXHALL Meriva 1.4 Life In silver, 40,000 miles with CD, A/C etc.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life 5-Dr Automatic. In met black, 83,000 miles, 2 owners.£4,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In black metallic, 33,000 miles with panoramic roof etc.£4,995 

FORD Focus 1.6LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 44,000 miles, ideal family hatch at.£4,995 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 HDi SE Estate 7-seater. In light met green, full panoramic roof, 70,000 miles.£4,995 

SMART FourTwo 700 Passion Automatic Convertible. Silver with black leather, heated seats, a/c... £4,695 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4 5-dr. In satin silver, 40,000 miles, 1 owner with a/c, cd .... REDUCED BY £300 TO £4,695 

CITROEN C4 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In met-green, 58,000 miles, 1 owner with a/c, alloys etc.£3,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-dr Automatic. In met-burgundy, 57,000 miles, alloys etc.£3,695 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 44,000 miles, 2 owners, very nice example.£3,695 

CHEVROLET Tacuma 1.6 SX. Met blue with grey leather, low mileage. REDUCED BY £500 TO £3,495 

CHEVROLET Kalos 1.4 SXi 3-Dr. In black, 39,000 miles with a/c, CD, alloys.£3,295 

MITSUBISHI Colt 1.2 C2i 3-dr. Light met-blue, 1 owner, CD, e/w, c/I. REDUCED BY £1000 TO £2,995 

ROVER 45 1.6 Club in silver, 36,000 mile example with heated seats, cd, etc.£2,995 

FORD KA 1.6 Sport. In gun metal metallic, 34,000 miles, superb value.£2,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia 4-dr. In silver with black leather, 68,000 miles, a/c, cd, heated seats, alloys.£2,995 

ROVER 75 1.8T Connoisseur Automatic. In met gold, 41,000 miles, fantastic value.£2,995 

SEAT Leon 1.6i S 5-dr. In red, 71,000 miles, superb value at only.£2,995 

MAZDA 6 2.0 TS 4-dr. In silver, 71,000 mile local car, a/c etc, ideal family car.£2,995 

FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia 4-Dr. In met black, 75,000 miles, 1 owner example with A/C etc.£2,695 

CHEVROLET Tacuma 1.6 SX. Silver, 44,500 miles, excellent value family car. REDUCED BY £1,000 TO £2,495 
FORD KA 1.3 Style. In silver, 45,000 miles, alloys & CD.£2,295 


£30 Road Tax per year 



Choice 

from £3/695 


People Carrier 



Choice of MPV's 

from £2/495 


Automatics 



Br ° a B d ar S r , y reet ' 01446 722600 S9 IEI 

(Next to Barry train Station) W ■ * A A WWW WARRANTIES IfcJI 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AIL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART 
EXCHANGE WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE ■ ■ 

www.garywatsonmotorcompany.co.uk 1 HrSIto i s a 























































































Thursday, November 18th, 2010 


Thank you for saying you saw it in The GEM 


THE GEM - 47 


Comfortable win for St Athan 

THE SAINTS HIT SEVEN 
PAST CADOXTON IMPS 


ST ATHAN FC 
reserves got back to 
winning ways on 
Saturday with a 
resounding 7-2 vic¬ 
tory over lowly 
Cadoxton Imps, 
but they had to 
come from behind 


ON another week¬ 
end affected by the 
wet weather, only 
three matches went 
ahead. 

The under-13 side 
reached the semi-final of 
the League Cup with a 
very easy win against 
High Street Harriers at 
Windmill Lane. 

Richard Stephens 
notched a hat trick, 
Harvey Stockford (2), 
William Perkins (2), 
Gabriel Oram (2), Iwan 
Baker, Ashford Thomas 
and Rhys Hunter all 
scored in a 12-0 win. 

It was the eighth 
match this season in 
which keeper Scott 
McMillan did not con¬ 
cede a goal. 

The under-12A also 
had another good win, as 
they won 5-3 at Rhoose 
with Cai Evans (2), Leo 


to do it. 

Saints conceded an 
early goal, with goal¬ 
keeper Lucas being 
lobbed following a 
defensive mix-up. But 
the back four of George 
and Ball in the centre, 
and Vaughn right and 
Dunn left, reorganised 
and provided a solid 


by GWYN 
JOHN 


Kelly, Jack Barnett and 
Harry Morgan Grant all 
finding the net. 

This win was on the 
back of their 9-3 win 
against the Llantwit 
Major B team last week, 
when both sides were 
fixtured together. 

Jonnie Sparks scored a 
hat trick for the B side, 
while Jack Barnett (4), 
Cai Evans (2), Toff Patel, 
Leo Kelly and Dan 
Vickers were on target 
for the A team. 

Jonnie Sparks was 
again on target for the B 
team when they enter¬ 
tained Cogan B at 
Windmill Lane; however, 
the visitors were the 
stronger team in a 5-1 
victory. 


foundation upon which 
the victory was built, 
reinforced by the always 
improving Lucas. 

Steve Vaughn gave a 
man of the match per¬ 
formance with his exam¬ 
ple of simple uncompli¬ 
cated full-back play and 
driving balls down the 
wing, for the centre-for¬ 
ward pairing of Howells 
and younger brother 
Simon Vaughn to tor¬ 
ment the Imps’ back 
line. 

Howells was the main 
beneficiary as he had 
scored two before half¬ 
time and set up midfield¬ 
er Pilcher to score his 
first for the Saints. 

It all seemed too easy 
for the home side and 
straight from the kick¬ 
off, Saints’ minds were 
elsewhere, allowing 
Imps a simple second. 

Pilcher, Lewis and 
Austin stamped their 
authority on the game to 
ensure there was no way 
back. 

Pilcher quickly 
scored his second, 
ghosting into the Imps’ 
six-yard box. He could 
have had a third or 
fourth, but was unable to 
get his long leg to balls 
from Vaughn and the 
unselfish Howells. 

Changes in personnel 
saw midfielders Rogers 
and Swift enter the fray 
to ensure it was business 
as usual for the Saints. 


Overlaps allowed 
Dunn to get a brace, his 
first a rasping drive from 
the edge of the box. 

Lewis was dismissed 
late in the second half, 
and Saints dropped 
Howells to midfield and 
replaced Vaughn with 
the hungry Goodwin. 

The final nail in the 
coffin was supplied by 
Swift who, benefiting 
from defensive profliga¬ 
cy, scored to send the 
home crowd into sev¬ 
enth heaven. 

Managers Bradbury 
and Grundy will be 
looking for more of the 
same on Saturday when 
Saints travel to 
Tynewydd, who are just 
above them in the table. 

St Athan FC wish to 
thank their sponsors 
Green Futures, plus Roy 
and Cindy at the Four 
Bells for all their support 
throughout the season. 

JG 


CALLING ALL 
CLUB 

OFFICIALS! 

Email your 
reports to: 
gemeditorial@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
JUNIOR FOOTBALL 
ROUND-UP 


Hat-trick for young Bevan as 
Vale under-lls run in the tries 


ON a sunny, windless 
morning the Vale of 
Glamorgan under-11 
rugby squad ran out win¬ 
ners over Blaenau Gwent 
last Saturday at Old 
Penarthians. 

Vale started well from a 
scrum in their own 22 metres 
with Max Lucas taking one 
against the head, and Bevan 
Howells was fed to run hard at 
the opposition. 

It was continued by Harris 
Kahn, playing on the flank to 
take play into the opposition’s 
22, but forwards were slow to 
support and as a result knocked 
on when attempting to keep the 
attack going. 

The burly Blaenau Gwent out¬ 
side half went hard at the 
defence from the scrum followed 
by their prop, ably supported by 
the rest of the pack, but the Vale 
defence were able to stop the 
attack. 

Ellis Sumon, in the centre, got 
the ball in hand. He was tackled 
hard but presented the ball well 
for the Vale second row Dan 
Holden to pick and go from 25 
metres out and dive over to 
score the first try of the match. 

From the restart, Bevan 
Howells jinked and sprinted 
down the right hand touchline, 
covering over 60 metres to score 
in the corner. A superb solo 
effort. 

Blaenau Gwent rucked well 
from their next possession, with 
Luke Shaw, their full back and 
captain, prominent. 

Vale needed to tackle well 
against determined driving and 
control by the opposition. 

Blaenau Gwent were awarded 


a scrum in the Vale 22 which 
they ran well, but again were 
thwarted by great Vale tackling. 

Vale managed to steal the ball 
at the next ruck and feed to 
Harrison Ashby on the left to 
sprint a full 60 metres to score 
near the posts. The try was con¬ 
verted by Jake Griffiths. 

A near identical copy of his 
first try, Bevan Howells caught 
the Blaenau Gwent restart just 
inside his own 10 metre line to 
dummy and sprint along the 
edge of the right hand touchline 
to score in his favourite corner, 
again converted by Jake 
Griffiths, giving the Vale a 
deserved 24-0 cushion. 

The Blaenau Gwent outside 
half was having some useful 
restart kicking practice and from 
his next attempt Rhys Bradshaw, 
playing at outside half, ran well 
for Reuben Williams to continue 
the attack only for the Blaenau 
Gwent centre to steal the ball 
well and attack the Vale line. 

The Vale forwards combined 
well to stop the Blaenau Gwent 
pack functioning, with Harris 
Kahn, Jack Little and Cameron 
Roy combining well to drive 
away the danger. Then loan 
Lewis found the dangerous 
backline of Bevan, Rhodri 
Hopkins, Joseff Williams and 
Ellis Sumon, who passed 
Harrison on the left to send him 
under the posts, which was again 
converted by Jake Griffiths. 

The kick off was taken well 
by Rhys Bradshaw but was 
unfortunately lost at the break¬ 
down, giving Blaenau Gwent 
hope. The Vale forwards had 
other ideas, and led by Max 
Lucas and Finlay Davies drove 
the opposition off the ball at the 


ruck. The ball went to Bevan in 
the centre to sprint over 65 
metres along the touchline to 
once again score in the corner to 
complete his hat-trick of tries. 
Jake Griffiths converted. 

A half time score of 36-0 saw 
the Vale start the second half in 
confident mood and with a num¬ 
ber of positional changes made 
at the interval by coaches 
Mottram and Golding, fielding 
fresh legs in Jac Tomos, Rhys 
Jones, loan Williams, Iestyn 
Raven, Jack Lee, Ben Jones and 
Jack Little. 

The second half was again a 
feast of running rugby by the 
Vale team, with Joseff Williams 
linking well with Ben Jones well 
to send him into the opposition 
22, as well as determined for¬ 
ward pressure from captain Rhys 
Durlucia, Jac Tomos and Jack 
Little. 

loan Williams ran well, with a 
series of dummies. He com¬ 
bined with Rhys Jones who ran 
hard for the tryline, feeding 
Rhys Bradshaw on the right to 
score. Jake Griffiths converted. 

A number of late Vale attacks 
produced no more points. 
Blaenau Gwent battled to the 
final whistle, giving a final 
scoreline of Vale 43 - Blaenau 
Gwent 0. 

A fully deserved victory by 
the Vale team, with all players 
adding very worthwhile contri¬ 
butions to the score and victory. 

Both captains thanked each 
other for the manner in which 
the match was played and 
thanked the referee, Rob 
Harrison, and to Old Penarthians 
Rugby Club for hosting the 
match. DW 




EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES 


DISCS 
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MOTS • SERVICING 
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GEM sport 


Two down (but not 

out) and Wales 
still have to pass 
SH mental 


BACK PAGE COMMENT by Don John 


W t 

: 


ALES went 
into the second 
of their 
autumn tests against 
reigning world champi¬ 
ons South Africa, at the 
Millennium Stadium on 
Saturday, with the 
weight of history, as 
well as the pent-up frus¬ 
tration of a rugby 
nation on their shoul¬ 
ders. 

After all, the Springboks 
had won 22 of the 24 meet¬ 
ings since the two sides first 
locked horns in 1906. Wales 
had won only once (29-19) 
on an unforgettable day at 
the half-completed new sta¬ 
dium in June 1999, to 
avenge the 96-13 horror 
show in South Africa the 
year before. 

Even burgeoning super- 
stars JPR Williams, Barry 
John, Mervyn Davies, John 
Dawes etc, could manage 
only a 6-6 draw in their one 
encounter with the men 
from the high veldt at 
Cardiff in 1970, thanks to a 
try and penalty by Gareth 
Edwards - the year before 
they won their first Grand 
Slam. 

(Incidentally, Jim 
Shanklin, father of current 
Welsh centre Tom, was on 
the bench that day). 

For the rest, it had been 
104 years of unrelieved 
gloom, which saw South 
Africa notch up 669 points 
to Wales’ 326 total, though 
in recent years the gap 
between the two has gradu¬ 
ally narrowed, at least on 
the scoreboard. 

They last met on June 5 
this year in Cardiff when 
Wales lost 31-34, described 
by head coach Warren 
Gatland as “an opportunity 
lost”. 

If that result was a major 
disappointment, it was noth¬ 
ing compared to the New 
Zealander’s frustrated reac¬ 
tion to Saturday’s 25-29 
defeat - after the home 
team had totally dominated 
the world champions for 
large parts of the game. 

He candidly confessed 
that he had “kicked over a 
few tables” in the dressing 
room and in the heat of the 
moment, even seemed to 
question if his charges 
would ever defeat one of the 
southern hemisphere giants, 
v The outburst was perfect¬ 


ly understandable, for the 
Welsh team had produced 
one of their most impres¬ 
sive, all-round showings in 
recent years, surging into a 
20-9 lead and forcing the 
badly rattled world champs 
to rely on penalties just to 
stay in touch. 

Wales outscored South 
Africa by three scintillating 
tries to two (a brace by 
explosive teenage wing 
George North on his inter¬ 
national debut, sandwiching 
one by James Hook, thank¬ 
fully restored at centre). 

With the pack again going 
well and Stephen Jones 
regaining his kicking touch 
and exercising cool control 
at outside half, Wales 
seemed to be on course for a 
rare and momentous victo¬ 
ry- 

However, yet again it was 
not to be, for as has hap¬ 
pened so often in the past 
when Wales have taken a 
commanding early lead, 
they suddenly dropped their 
guard, and as was the case 
against Australia the previ¬ 
ous week, that was all the 
invitation their more canny, 
worldly-wise opponents 
needed. 

End result? Another bat¬ 
tling but fruitless Welsh 
effort when, as Gatland 
pointed out, despite the 
many positives to be taken 
from their performance 
-“It’s all about winning!” 

The former All Black 
hooker clearly finds it hard 
to accept that Welsh teams 
lack the hard mental edge 
and inbuilt winning mentali¬ 
ty that is meat and drink 
back home in the southern 
hemisphere. 

As the final whistle blew 
on Saturday, a leading 
South African commentator 
asked the question that was 
on everyone’s lips: “How on 
earth did Wales manage to 
lose that game?” 

He wondered if Welsh 
players had an “inferiority 
complex” where the south¬ 
ern hemisphere is con¬ 
cerned. 

Ah, that is a puzzle others 
have pondered over for 
many a year... 

Perhaps it is simply the 
invisible residue of decades 
of failure that still induce a 
kind of submerged fatalism 
or deep-rooted lack of self¬ 
belief when confronted by 
Kiwis and Springboks. 

Whatever the reason, it is 
clear that the challenge for 


today’s Wales squad is now 
more psychological than 
physical. 

One thing is for sure, 
though, there is precious lit¬ 
tle time to find the answers, 
with the World Cup fast 
approaching and again cer¬ 
tain to be dominated by the 
Tri-Nations. 

More immediately, next 
up is Fiji on Friday evening 
at the Millennium Stadium, 
and with memories still raw 
of the last World Cup defeat 
that cost his predecessor his 
job, not forgetting the nar¬ 
row one-point Welsh win in 
2005, Gatland and his assis¬ 
tant coaches will hardly be 
taking it lightly. 

It is, quite simply, a game 
Wales have to win and win 
well. 

Even so, when the Welsh 
team was announced on 
Tuesday, it showed no fewer 
than nine likely changes 
from last Saturday’s start¬ 
ing line-up. 

Ryan Jones returns to the 
blindside and captains an 
intriguing mix of older and 
younger heads, with last 
Saturday’s young hero 
George North retaining his 
place on the wing. 

The match 22 also 
includes another exciting 
young prospect awaiting his 
turn on the bench - Tongan- 
born Toby Faletau (19). 

With the awesome All 
Blacks due just a week later, 
the Welsh camp know full 
well that there is a real 
threat of an autumn series 
whitewash that could seri¬ 
ously undermine squad 
morale at a critical junc¬ 
ture. 

This still delicate plant 
would then come under even 
more intense pressure in the 
Six Nations, as Wales start 
the run-in to RWC 2011. 

The old cliche is true: they 
have everything to play for - 
and even more to lose! 

WALES TEAM 
VERSUS FIJI 

Lee Byrne; George North, 
James Hook, Andrew Bishop, 
Aled Brew; Dan Biggar, Richie 
Rees; Paul James, Huw 
Bennett, Adam Jones, Ian 
Gough, Deiniol Jones, Ryan 
Jones (capt), Dan 
Lydiate/Marty n Williams, 

Jonathan Thomas. 

Replacements : Richard 

Hibbard, John Yapp, Bradley 
Davies, Toby Faletau, Mike 
Phillips, Stephen Jones, Tom 
Shanklin. JJ 


SOUTH WALES POLICE 

31 

14 SIGNAL REGIMENT 

12 


Fine rugby on display 
in memorial match 



SOUTH Wales 
Police RFC wel¬ 
comed the 14 
Signal Regiment to 
Waterton Cross for 
the fifth fixture of 
this game to 
remember the life 
of Jonathan Peter 
Hetherington, who 
lost his life on 
Sunday, August 27, 
2006, in northern 
Helmand Province, 
Afghanistan at the 
age of 22. 

The Police opened 
strongly and piled on the 
pressure but solid 
defence limited the 
chances. However, good 
forward pressure from 
Vernon Dladla, Cory 
Evans and hooker 
Nathan Holman paved 
the way for Police Youth 
outside-half Josh Miles 
to put the Police backs 
on the attack. The ball 
finally ended up with 
centre Wil Alston, to go 
over for a well-deserved 
try. Captain Gerald 
Hodgson added the con¬ 
version. 

The game was now 
end-to-end as both sides 
looked for another 
breakthrough. However, 
after another infringe¬ 
ment from the Signals, 


Police scrum-half 
Nathan Williams took a 
quick tap and went on a 
lovely solo run to go 
over for a great individ¬ 
ual try. Hodgson added 
the extras. 

The Signals contin¬ 
ued to pressure the 
Police line, but solid 
defence from Jordan 
Jones, Gary Money, 
Josh Miles and Josh 
Thomas kept them out. 
The Police continued to 
put some lovely phases 
of play together and the 
ball ended up in the 
hands of Wil Alston, 
who went on a lovely 
run to secure his second 
try just before the break. 

After a lively first 
half, the game became a 
little untidy with neither 
team taking their 
chances, but the Signals 
attacked and got a 
deserved converted try 
with some good inter¬ 
passing between the 
backs and forwards. 

Not to be outdone, the 
Police scored the try of 
the game with brilliant 
hands from Tim Jones, 
seeing the ball going 
through several pairs of 
Police hands to finally 
see youth wing Jac 
Evans give a great off¬ 
load to centre Karl Jones 
to go over under the 
posts. Hodgson added 


Christian’s woe 
after injury 


NATIONAL Hunt 
jockey Christian 
Williams, whose 
father Robert runs 
a pony trekking 
centre in Ogmore, 
had the misfortune 
to break both his 
arms when his 
mount Beshabar 
was brought down 
at the second last 
fence in a novice’s 
steeplechase at 

Cheltenham on 

Saturday. 

Ironically, Beshabar 
was still in with a chance 
of winning the race 
when the accident hap¬ 
pened and it seems likely 
that Williams, who was 
once sidelined for 18 


months owing to injury, 
will be out of the saddle 
for some time. 

The former point-to- 
point rider, who went on 
to be placed in the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup 
and the Grand National, 
has buckets full of 
courage and it is hoped 
that he can come bounc¬ 
ing back once again. 

Beshabar is trained by 
Tim Vaughan at Aberthin 
and is one of his main 
hopes to shine at the big¬ 
ger meetings this season. 

On a happier note, 
Kenfig Hill’s Rhys Flint 
landed a double at 
Market 0 on Sunday 
with Andharr in the 
novices’ hurdle race and 
Ur sis in the handicap 
chase. 

BRIAN LEE 



ABOVE: Police captain Gerald Hodgson 
accepts the trophy from Sandy Hetherington. 


the conversion. 

The Signals hit 
straight back with a 
charging break towards 
the Police line, finally 
diving over in the cor¬ 
ner. The Police had the 
final say with the ball 
going wide to youth 
wing Jac Evans to go 
over in the corner. The 
Police were really put 
under the cosh for the 
last quarter, but held out 
for a great win. They 
now lead three victories 


to two in the annual fix¬ 
ture ( see page 34 for 
more pictures). 

Solid for the Police 
were Nathan Holman, 
Craig Davies, Jason 
Davies and Karl Jones. 

The Police are back in 
league action next week 
when they welcome 
Ogmore Vale to 
Waterton Cross. The 
Police Youth XV take 
the short trip to Kenfig 
Hill for their Ospreys B 
league fixture. 


Family fun... 

f l Bridgend 

GOLF 

Complex 


Induction or 
improvement | 

£15 PER | 
LESSON 

£42.50 for 3 I 
£80.00 for 6 


► Nine-Hole Golf Course 
Pay & Play 

► All-weather flood light 
driving range 

► All equipment 
available for hire 

► Professional Tuition 


Gift Vouchers . 

An ideal solution! 


EXCELLENT VALUE 


Weekdays: 9 holes £6.00, 
18 holes £9.00 

Weekends and bank holidays: 
Prices retained 

Tel: 01656 647926 

We're easy to find - off A48, 
opposite Bridgend Ford 









































